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The Mardor ll
ln the summer of 1941, German lorces on the
eastern iront were elated with victory but, as
th€y advanced east, ominous signs ncreased
litlle by little. That is, lhey came to be conf ronted
bythe panisan guerilla tactics of Russian people
and strong Russian tanks typified by the T-34.
The omrnous signs were illustrated by official
reports and communications s€nt rn rapld suc-
cession lrom field iorces, which said that GeF
man weapons then in aclual use had already

The periodical report No.156 irom the lactrcal
stall ol the 3rd Tank Division said about the
lo.rghn€ss ol T.34 tank s armou. as follows:
"We had Second LieutenantSteupshootaT-34
tank with his 50 mm lank gun, one time at a
distance ol 20 metres and four times al a dis-
tance of 50 metres. As a result. we have found
thal even the armour piercing shell model 40 is
not elreclive at allagainst the T-34. This is really
worth nolicing,'
This report meant that even the 50mm anli-tank
gun model3S -the best anli-lank gun then used
by German tank troops and anti-lank gun troops

- was no match ror Bussian main lanks.
The German Army ordered the Ordnance
Bureau to d€velop n€w anti-tank guns in haste
and at the same tme studied how to lill up im.
medrate needs.lt was necessaryto help intanlry
division s anlilank gun batlalions. then equ'p-
ped mainly with 37 mm antitank guns, oul of
their miserabls condition.
To meel the crying needs, the German Army paid
attention lo the Russian 76.2 mm multipurpose
field gun. The Germans alreadycaptured a large
number ol guns of lhrs type and their ammuni-
tion in the inilial stage of th€ war againsl the
Soviet lJnion. The 76.2 mm field gun with 54
length calibrs, muzzle brake, high muzzleveloc-
ity and low trajectory was powerful enough to
harass the Germans. lt was called" ratch bumm"
by German soldiers.

The German Army Ordnance Bureau decided to
mounl t're Bussran 76.2 mm gun on the chassis
{open top body) of the PzKpfw llAusl D and E by
way ol a makeshilt until the 75 mm anli-lank gun
Pa( 40. whicl'was steaorly neanng complelron
was pul to production. The 76.2 mm selJ_
propelled anti-lank gun ll lypes D and E
(Sd.Xfz-132) was nicknamed '[,4arder ll '( 'Mar-
ten" is the English equivalent oi the German
"lrarder".) and 150 were manufactured lrom
December 1941 to June 1942.
Early in 1942, German weapons and tactics
against Russian tanks saw a beam of hope on
th€ horizon, The production of lhe 75 mm anli-
tank 9un got fairly under way and guns of this
typecamelo bedelivered in succession to anti-
tank gun battalions. ln addition, the main gun oi
lhe PzKplw lv was rein{orced.
Encouraged by the great popularity of the Mar
der ll,the Ordnance Bureau ordered on 18th May
1942 lo mass-produce the self-propelled anti-
tank gun ll equipped wilh the new 75 mm gun
PaK 40/2 instead of the Russian 76.2 mm gu n. ln
those days, the PzKplw ll already became out
datsd in righling power and could not be used in
missions other lhan reconnaissance and com-
munication. Thus wes born lhe 75 mm selt
propelled anti-tank gun ll types A, B, C and F

{Sd.Kfz-131) -also called "Marder ll" - based
on the chassisofthe PzKpfw llAusfA, B, Cand F-
The body was remodelled by Alkett of Spandau
and the 75 mm gun was modified by Rheinmettal
AG,
The 75mm antitankgun PaK4d2 itswheels,
legs and suspension were removed but shield
and sighl remain€d astheywere -was mounled
on the centre of the PzKplw ll whose body top
was completely removed. Large 10 mm armour
plates were lixed to the body sides. The armour
plales were designed to protect the crew from
bullets and shell fragments but slightly reduced
the angle of lraverse from 65" to 57" i.e. left 32"
and right 25". To protect the gun barrsl from

vibration n running,large barrel stayswere f lxed
to the lront o, lhe body.
The Marder ll carried a crew of lhree, comman-
der. dr ver and loader. The commander had to
grasp the situation of battle and alsofi16 the gun.
The driver had to serve also as signal man, The
loader was also kept busy durng lighling. He
had to bring and load allby himselffirstly Tshells
kepl on the rack over the engine covar, secondly
24 shel s on the left-hand rack and thirdly 6
shells on the right-hand rack.
Some changes bas€d on battle experience were
seen in vehicles manufactured from the end of
'942 onward. The handle lor slarting ths engrne
was moved 10 tne rear ol the body and the wrre-
less apparatus originally mounted beside the
driver was shrrleo lo the ngtsl ot r.e oade. n
the lighting compartment. These chang€s were
made because the driver served as the feeder ol
shells in fighting and also probably because lhe
Marder ll self-propelled anli-tank gun showed
rtsell at its oest in delensrve actron ot 6tlacking
ll'e enerny'rom ambush ratner than in olrensrve
action. Employed at aboul the same time were
new headlights and anti-aircrefl machine gun
MG42, which were standard equipment ol Ger
man lanks n those days.
The production o, the Marder ll self'propelled
anti-tank gun was starled in June 1942 but stop-
ped in February I943 by orderofAdolf Hitlerwho
intended to co ncenlrate effo rts onthe manufac-
ture of the 'Wespe" selipropelled howitzer. ln
these months. 531 were manufacuted.
The lr,lard€r ll was one of the valuable vehicles
lhat served as makeshilts ,or about lwo years
irom the beginning ol the German-Soviet war to
the appearance oftypical tank destroyers on the
easlern front. The Marder ll self-prop€lled anti'
tank gun delivered to poorly equipped anti-tank
gun companies in infantry divisions rendered
distinguished service asan important weapon to
prolect infanlrymen lrom Russian heavy lanks,
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A PARTS
LCylinder P !e 2 Breech Part
3 Breech 4 Cy nder
5 Traverse Handwhee Shalt

7 Balance D.mper A
I Balance D.mper B
9.Gun Barre (R ght )
l0 Gun Barre (Lert) Il She s
l2 Empty Cartr dees
l3 Reco Mechan 5m (Rieht)
l4 Reco Mech,nism (Left)
r5. Ra.k Cove. l6.Siehl A
l7 slght B
18. E evatio. Handwheei Shalt
l9 Recoi Me.hanism cover
20 Breech operatinC Lever

22 Lo.ding Sect on (Upper)
23.Prote.ticn P ate ( Rear)

25 Protecr on Prate (Front) A
26.Protecl on P ate (Front) B
27.Loadl.e S ect on (Rear)
23 Reco Me.han sh (Front)

30.Movable Gun S hield
31 Sight case 32 case A

34 Protecl on Plate Slays

36 Elevat ion Handwheel
37 Traverse B..dwhee
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Radio Rack A 2.Rado R.ck B

Gln Trave Lo.k A
Gun Travel Lo.k B

MG 34

G!n Tr.ve Lock C
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P.orection Plate (R ght)
Rear Hlnge 20 She Case A
Sheilcase B 22 Shelr Case c
lns,de Pane A ,1 Wire Rooe
Protect on P ate (Lert)
Hu Upper Peep Bo e
Support Shield {Lert) A
support Shied (Rght) A
She czse A Lid 30.Antenna Sray
Suppdrt Shie d (Lelt) B
support Shie d (R eht) B
Front Hook 34 lnside Panel
Front A.mour Plate

Protect on P ate (R eht) Stay
Gun Tr.vel Lock D
She Case lnside P.te
Saw 4l. Pick Ar
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C PARTS
LSpare Track Links
2.Figure A (L6lt Arm)
3.Flgure A (Upp6r Halr)
4.Figur€ A ( Right Arm)
5 Figure A (Low.r Half)
6 . Rear Bulkhead 7 . Rear Pane
I FiElure B (Body)
9.Figure B (Left Arm)
10. Flgure B (RiElht Arm)
ll.woodcase(Bl)
12. wood Cas€ (El2)
13. wood Cas€ (43)
l4 wood Case (A 4 ) 15. He met
16 Tair Pioe l7.Dr ver's Seat
I8 Transmissloh Housihg
19.Transmissloh 20. Floor Panel
2l Road Wheels 22.Drive Sh.lt A
23.O ve Shaft B 24.Support P ate
25.Air Cleaner B 26 Air Creaner C

2S.Sprocket whee s 29 Siencer
30.wood Case (A I )
3l . wood case (A 2 ) 32. spare wheel
33 wood case (A 3 )
34 Air C eaner Mount 35.Rear Hook

37 wheel Cap Stopper
38 Rear whee Cover
39 Sprocket WheeL Covers
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*Study e instructions and photo.

A7

A21

424

A1

A8

Construction oI Gun Barrel

A9 AIO

iMechanism of Breech in Actual Gun)
Operaling Lever

420

S iLver

A4 AI

Al9

A29

A 13

A35
(Note the d rectionl

A22

427

graphs belore commencing assembly.
*You will need a sharp knile,a pair ol
tweezers,a file,and a pair of pliers.
*Do not break parts away from sprue,
but cut off carelully with a knile or a

*Use glue sparingly. Use only enough
to make a good bond.

*Paint the overa I hull afte. com.

ln iirihg

Riqht saddl

A3

A3

A2

J Gun

A {co^st.,ctio" of Gu^ Ba.rel)v'
Breech Block A2 and A3 can be slided
This was moved to right and left to
load a shell and to Eet an empty car
tridee out. Besides the horizontal type
breech oI 75mm Gun. there were the
vertical slide type and screw type

Q U".".,ru", - of saddlesl

Right Sadd e

construction oI Recoil Mechanism

At5

Construction oI Saddles

A l4

*The gun barrel is al the normal
positiod when slided inside Recoi
Mschanism rorward to full

A37

A36

A l6

A l7
sighr a

Construction oI Gun Shield

A6

f,a lcon",.u",,o^ or cun shierdt
A30

*Fit Gun Barrel to Recoil Mechanism
and slide it to the lront to full extent.
This state is a normal pos;tion of cun

TAiIIYA COIOUR CATALOCUE
The letest ln cars, boats, tanks and
ships. Motorizod, Bdlo controlled and
mll3€um quality models areallahown in
lull colour ln Tamlya'8lat65l catalo€u€.
Al your noaresl hobby supply hous6.

I
Silvsr

P-51 ltA
t , r,!.!.r oa
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@ fl

Shield 430 can be moved up and down,
interlocking with the Gun Barrel. Do
not cement and assemble to make this

A26

A25
423 A33 A32



Gl <.ot, of cun shierd)
6 ,trtna of Gun shield

Referring to the fixing illustration fig-
ure of Gun Shi€ld,c€ment this at e6ch
three points as indicated. And hanE
undsrside pins on Shield to the rails of
Recoil M6chanism and .ement.

A30
*A30 is designed to mov€ uP and

(Firing ll lustration Figure

.a (€

down interlocking with Gun Barrel

\
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Cement Support Shield from underside
of the gun. Fit edges ol Gun Shield
to sides of protruding lines on Support
Shields.

o (Const.uction and Fixing of
Floor Unit)

Cement Tail Pipe C16 in proper angls
as shown in the photo below.

Construction and Fixing oI SupPort Shield

! Riehr) 
B2g

832

B3l

Gun Barrel

A28

827

c23 C22

*C6meni A3l by u3ing

A34

B28

ct9

cl7

lLeft)

cl8

827

@ 
Const.r.tion and Fixing of Floor Unit

a c6

c20

c7
c35

c29

c16

Bull

Metallic Gr.y+Matt Red



@
(Construction and Fixing ol

Construct 2 Sprocket Wheals,l0 Road
Wheels and 2 ldler Wheels. Poly Cap
which is put between each wheel is
desiEned to rot6te. Oo not cement.

dconstruction ol Tracks)
*(D Firstly, fast€n one end of track
onto a desk with tape and insert pins
into respective holes. Then. lightly
warm the pinheads with eithsr a nail
head or the end of 6 screwdriver that
has been previously heated by a candle

*O Flatten the pinheads immediately
with your finger to connect track.

the right side,and 825 to

*ln case track break or is unfastened
due to ineflective flattening, re'fix it
with sewing using a black
thr6ad or with a stapler
as shown in the figure- ffi
*To join Ole tracks, a heatinE device
such as a candle is needed. Take care
in handling such device. Avoid injury

@<".^.t.,",a" , tnside Paner)

Make sure of the parts to be cemented

@(3"J,""'J[:"3:l:i*'
Construct lelt and right Splash Pro-
tection Plates. 918 should be fired to

o Constluct\or\ a$d F\r\ng o{ T{hee\s
(Road ,NhEett Make 2 sets.

-c27c2t
c28

(short)
(Short)

(short) c38c37

c39
*Do not apply c€ment to Poly Caps.

rtoo not .eneht wheels

c36

o Construction of lnside Panel

B

842

E}36

34

@ Construction oI
Splash Protection Plate

{Right Prot€ction P ate)
llnside: sams as body.orour

(L6f t Protsctio. Plate)
B r4 B25

830
BlackE}18

A3l

B8
B7 Bl5

E}37
B6



@ tt','n* of Hutt P6rts)

Cement Splash Protection Plates and
Air Cleaner etc. to Upper Hull. Gun
Travel Lock 838 is movable. Hold this
in position with Bl7.

{Const.uction of Air Cleaner}

c34

c26c25

(Dl rr','n, or Ammunition Box)

Ammunition Box A can be constructed
in two ways, in action or in running.
Choose either one you prefer. Cement
Bl9 and B4l to Ammunition Box A (B.
20).

(construction ol Ammunition Box A)

B20

Firing of Hull Parts

Right Proteciion Plale

B3

B35
Bt7

Bt3 E}26 B

Fixing of Ammunition Box

E}39

E}29

Lelt Prote.tion Plate

820

B4t

B1

839

@ tt,,'", ot upper Hutt Parts)

Choose eith€r lvire Rope B24 or Spare
Wheel C32 and fix.

{How to [4ake Antenna]

9

820

Fixing oI Upper Hull Parts

upper Hull E}26

!,Radio Racki

B 822

B2l

Bl6

BI
B2

Choose either 824 or C32

AntEnna

824 C32

a

t
lvhen the runner hangs down,as shown
in th€ ligure, take it away from the
heating device. Then.slowly stretch it
both ways until it becomes long and
slender. Keep it still for about l5 sec,
onds to cool. Lastely,cut it to a piece

\_.

go careiul n Hand,ng I're

B33



@ {Mountine ot Gun}

@ Mounting oI Gun
E}5 and 84 can be constructed in either
in action or in running. When you con-
siruct the rlnning state. refer to (D

and the photo below.

construction of wood case)

a
ct1 Bufl +

a c 3t B4

l3 the step G

B5

Gun

4c
2

cll
in action or running

B c33

c30

c31

c30

@

@

E}4. E}5

Completlon oI Marder II

BI

B9 B4O
tCement B9 a.d El40 alter applyinE

Hook the tail of lhe Gun
on lhis part in case ol

812

*Note the direction

*Helmet, Shells, and Empty Cartridges

Field Grey
Shells Top: Matt Elack

Cartridgei Gold

cc24

Construction and Painting of Figures

Figure A Flgure B

c9

c5

Black
c 10

@u::i"|.'J$,- 
and Paintine or

Mount Figures as shown in the photo

c8

c4

c3

Black



PAINTING

APPLYING DECALS

{Painting of Marder II}
From 1935 to February 1943. German
military vehicles for use in Africa wore
uniform painting of dark yellow, camou.
flage of reddish b.own on a dark yellow
ground or camouflage of dark green on
a German Grey ground,while those for
use in Europe were painted German
Grey overall. ln 1942,the tu/o klnds of
camouflage for Africa were replaced
with camouflage o{ reddish brown on a

dark yellow ground. ln Russia,German
vehicles were painted in water palnt
of flat white in winter.
On lSth Febru.ry 1943,the milltary au.
thorities decided to accept only dark
yellow as the basic colour. Field forces
applied other colours on the basic col'
our according to the terrains and gave

various camouflage Datterns. ApPlied
for camoufhge on the dark y€llow
ground were reddish brown,and dark
gr€en.

(Marking of Marder Il)
The Marder ll s have showed activity
mainly on the Russian Front and were
used as infsntry support tanks- So
they belonged to lnlantry Division,lvle-
chanized lnlantry Oivision, or Panzer
Grenadier Division.

(Divisional Mark)

t
ts
U

loth Pa.z6. Gr6nadler

x

& Selr.prop6ll€d Anti Ta.k
Gun

A,
a*n

r;;"rr"^-,;;il ffi: Ne€d pr€clse colour metching? [,.&dH: lry lhe new ramrya acrylrc :g{Eiil
: palnts. Englneerod by modelers lor model-
i els u3€. The final cover for the finest mod-
: els. lnsist on Tamiya for porfect results,

Painting o{ Marder ll

(Handle: R6d B.own)

Example of Camouflage Painting

a

a
Position o{ Marks

(Handle: Red Brown)
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