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Morane-Saulnier MS-406C.1
“Czechoslovak & Polish Pilots”

@ Armée de 'l Air in 1934 excerpta competition on single seat fighter capable of reaching 450 Kph and armed with 1 -2 20
mm cannons. The competition winner was the Morane Saulnier MS 405C. 1. Only 16 were produced and the production was
then converted to modified version M3 406C.1. lt was powered by H-S 12Y.31 engine and the armament consisted of cannon
firing through the hollow engine's shaft and two wing mounted machine guns. At the outbreak of the war the MS 406C.1 was
French most numerous type. It was more powerful than German Bf 109D but fell short to Bf 109E version. MS 406C.1 units
were located in notonly in France butalse in Northern Africa and French Indochina. French fighter pilots used MS 406C. 1 from
the beginning till the defeat of the France. Together with them also fought Czechoslovakian and Palish fighter pilots. Further
Moranes were used by Armée de 'l Air de | Armistice. The Free French Air Force also used several of them. MS 406C.1 was
further sold to Turkey, Finland and Switzerland. When the France was occupied the German, Italian and Croatian Air Forces
alsoincluded them as war prizes. Further machines Germany sold to Finland. By Installing the Russian war prized engines VK
105P and marking the type to Mérké Morane modified part of them. Switzerland still produced license built MS 406C.1 and
further developed them. Even in 1939the French Air Force HQ realized that the most common French fighter MS-406C. 1 lacks
the performance to outperform the German fighters Then Morane Saulnier Company offered modification of the already
produced machines that should boost their performances. The modification was partially taken from the MS-406 produced for
Switzerland. The new version was designated MS-410C. 1. The modifications comprised new, fixed radiator, new exhausts,
bullet proof windshield, Chavier propeller, four wing mounted machineguns instead of the two, moreover this time belt fed.
Despite these modifications made MS-408C. 1 far better machine that the previous MS-406C the production and assembly of
the conversion sets in the warring France was slow that only few dozen of machines were converted till the Armistice.
Moreover, not all of them received all components. Eventually, Finland prospered from the French modifications. Finland
bought the seized MS-410C.1s from Germany and deployed them in the Continuation War against Soviet Union. They helped
toliberate the territories seized by Soviets during the Winter War.

Wingspan: 10,61 m, Length: 8,15 m, Max speed at 5000 m: 486 Kph, Flight radius: 1000 Km, Service Ceiling: 9850 m,
Armament: 1x 20 mmHS 404 (formerHS 9) cannon, 2x 7,5 mm MAC 1934 machine gun.

@ V roce 1934 vypsalo Franzouské Armée de ‘| Air soutéz o jednostranny stihaé s rychiosti 450 km/h a vyzbroji jednim a2

dvéma kandny réze 20 mm. Vitézem soutéZe se stal letoun Morane Saulnier MS-405C.1. Vyrobeno bylo, ale jen 16 kusi této
verze a vyroba pfedla na upravenou verzi MS- 406C.1. Tu pohanél motor H-S 12Y.31 a vyzbroj tvofil kanon v ose vriule a dva
kulomety v kfidle. Viyrobeno bylo 1084 kusil, vEetn& exportnich. Na zagatku valky byly MS-406C.1 nejpotetngjsim stihacim
typem, ktery méla Francie k dispozici. Vykonové pievy$oval némecké Bf 109D, ale zaostaval za nejmodernéjsi verzi Bf 109E.
Jednotky |&tajici na MS-406 C.1 byly dislokovany nejen na tzemi Francie, ale i v severni Africe a v IndoZing. Na MS-406C 1
bojovali francouziti stihadi od zagatku valky a2 do pordZky Francie. Spolu s nimi i ¢eskoslovénsti a polsti letci. Morany byly
dale pouzivany letectvem Armée de’| Armistice. Nékolik jich pouzivalo i lstectvo Svobodnych Francouz(. Dale se MS-406C.1
dostal koupi do vyzbroje Turecka., Finska a Svycarska. Diky okupaci Francie se ukofisténé stroje dostaly do vyzbroje
N&émecka, Italie a Chorvatska. DalSi stroje od Némecka koupilo Finsko. Ve Finsku byla ¢ast MS-406C. 1 upravena zastavbou
sovétskych motorl VK 105P na typ Mérke Morane. Svycarsko stavélo MS-408C.1 i v licenci a déle je vyvijelo. Veleni
francouzského letectva sijiZ v roce 1939 uvddomovalo, Ze nejrozéifenéjsi francouzska stihatka MS-406C. 1 nestadi vykonové
na nové verze némeckych stihacek. Firma Morane Saulnier proto nabidla modernizaci jiz vyrobenych strojll, kterd méla zajistit
zlepseni vykond. Castedné vysla z feSeni, které uplatnila u verze MS-406 pro Svycarsko. Nova verze dostala oznageni MS-
410C.1. Kompletni Gpravy zahrnovaly montaz pevného chladiée, novych vyfuki, pancéfového $titku kabiny, vrtule Chaviere a
Syt kulometi misto dvou umisténychv kfidle, navic s pasovym podavéanim nabojl. BohuZeli pfes to, Ze veskeré Gpravy délaly
z MS-410C.1 podstatn& lepl stroj nez byl plvodni MS-406C, tak vyroba a montdZ konverznich sad ve valéici Francii
postupovala tak pomalu, Ze do kapitulace bylo pfestavéno jen nékolik desitek strojl @ navic ne u viech byly provedeny
véechny Upravy. A tak nakonec méloz francouzskych (prav uZitek finské letectvo. To koupilo kofistni MS-410C.1 od Némecka
anasadilo v Pokragovaci vélce pfi osvobozovani Uzemi, které obsadil Sovétsky Svaz v Zimni vélce.

Rozpati:10,61 m, délka: 8,15 m, maximalni rychlost v 5000 m: 486 km/h, dostup: 9850 m, Vyzbroj (Fr): 1x kanon HS 404
(pEvocne HS 9) raze 20 mm, 2xMAC 1934 raZe 7,5 mm (MS 410C.1-4x 7,5 MAC)
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Svétlomet vyklopeny

V A32 Landing light lowered
ml\‘ig camo A, C only @% @ CP3
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:%0 ﬂ A10

%
8 3@/’
A29

camo B, D only
jenkamo B, D

/ Note / pozn.: E
Camo A, C machines were

equipped with Chauviere propeller.
Camo B, D Ratier.machines were equipped with
Chauviere propeller.

Letouny kamuflazi A, C mély namontovanu vrtuli Chauviere.
Letouny kamuflazi B, D mély namontovanu vriuli Ratier.
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Morane Sauinier MS 406C.4 NG §46 [(N964), pilot rim, Jose! HubaGek, (1
vftézsivl), 6e escadrilie GC I3, zdékiaoina Norreni-Fontes, kvéten 1940. Na
tornto strafl letal foké jiny deskosiovensky pilot  rtm. Josef Keprt. Slovny
plecvdiedny deskoslovensky akrobatJ. Hubddek 11. 5, 1940 v i&Zkém baji s Bf
10%E dosdhi fjeanaho sestiely, ale sdm byl zasaien o ranén. Nouzové pristdl v
zerni hikoho u belgickeho Narmuru, Podariio se mu unfknout 2aiell o posiéze
uprehnout do Velké Britdnie.
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Marane Sauinfer MS 406C.1 No 646 (N964), pliot Sgt. Josef Hubddek, (1
viciory), e escadrille GC W3, Norent-Fontes ailbase, May 1940, Another
Czechasiovak pilot, Sgt. Jozet Keprt, ckso fiew this machine. During hecwy
clash with Bf 109 on May 11, 1940 farmous pre-war Czechosiovak acrobart
pliot J. Hubddek shot it down but his machine was hif and he was alkso
wounded, Eveniually, he crash iondaed in no man's land near Belgian Narmur,
He managed fo evade capluring and fise fo GreatBritain,
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Moarans Sauinier MS 406C.4 No 787 (L816), pliot porl. Frontliek Sykora, 2e
esoadhiie GC 17, zdkicona Rayak v Libanonu, duben-kvéten 1940. Na siroji
I&talivié dobd inf pilot, mez! nimi pozaéil velifel GC 3 Normandie CneJean
Tulcsne. No 787 byl 26.6 poskozen pii nehodd o uskiacnén. Béhem syrske
Kkarnpainé byl ukotistén Brity o preddn GC 1 Alsace Svobodnych Francouzd,
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Morcma Saulnier MS 40¢6C.1 No 787 [L816), pllot it. FrontSek Sikora, Ze
sscadille GC 17, Rayak arbase in Lebanon. April fo May 1940, Atthat fime.
olher also pilots flew this machine, among olhers later commander of GC3
Normandie Cne Jaan Tuasne. On June 26 was No 787 damaged and
subsequently stored., During the Syrion Campaign was this machine seized by
Brifish Forces and handedover 1o Free French GC 1 Alsace.,
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Morane Saulnier MS 406C.1 No 691 (L720). piiot ppor. Stanislaw Chaitpa (5 Morane Sauinier MS 406C.1 No 694 (L720), pliot 2nal Lt Stanisicw Chalupd (5
vitézshi die francouzského nebo 3 o 2/3 die brilského systérmu poditdnl  victorles cocording 1o the French system or 3 213 according fo the British
sestfoll), 1o escadiilie GC 2. zdkladna Coulommiers, Serven 1940. Na strofi  victory count], 1e escadrille GC 12, Coulormmiers akbase, June 1940, OnJune
Nos91 byl Poldk 8. Chalupa Uspéing 8. Servna 1940 hned Hikrdi, Podafilo se 8, 1940 Polish Pilot 5. Chalupa had his day. He managed fo shot down Bf 109
mu sesielil Bf 109 o dva Ju 87, ddstecnd ve spoluprde! s dalsimi pllofy  ond two Ju 87s, pariially in cooperation wilh ather unii’s pliofs.
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Morane Saulnier MS 406C.1 No 948 [—], phot pror. Wiadyslow Choiuk (3
Vitdzsivi), 1e escadrile GC I, zdkiadna Norrent Fontes, kvélen 1940, V. baji
16, kvitng 1940 obrannd paiba stfelcl svazu Do-17 zapalla sirgji No 948
motor @ pii nouzovém pisiani u belgickeho Gembioux jef W. Cheiuk rozbil o
slrom. Trvalo mu nekolik ol ne? se dokdzal vidlit k jednolce. Béhem kvina
1940 byl cvakicit sestfelen a filkrét havaroval s rdznymi MS 406. Vie prefl,
visemé swhho daliino sestielent a zajellv roce 1944, kdy léfal u No. 308 "Clly
of Krokdw! Pollsh Fighter Squadron RAF.
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Morane Sauinier MS 406C.1 No 948 (-], piiot 2nd Lt. Wiadysiow Choiuk (3
victories), 1e escadrile GC Mif1, Norrent Fontes airbase, May 1940. During on
aftack on the box of Do 17s on May 16, 1940 the Gerrmon gunners with
aceurate fire set afire the engine of No 948 rnachine. W. Choiuk in subsequient
crash fanding near Beigion Gembioux hif o free. If ook him several days
hefore he returned fo his unit, During May 1940 was this pilof two fimes shot
down and itree times crash lanaed with variots MS 406s. He survived ol those
dccident, including being shol down next time and subsequent capture in
1041, At that time he served with RAF No. 308 "Cily of Krakdw Paiish Fighier
Squodron.
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