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ADMIRAL GRAF SPEE was the third ship of the Deutschland-class Panzershiff, which was designed under the restriction of
the Versailles Treaty. They were the strongest ships of all German ships built under the arms |imitation after the WWI

In 1933 the first DEUTSCHLAND, then in 1934 the second ADMIRAL SCHEER, and in 1936 the GRAF SPEE entered service
After commissioning the DEUTSCHLAND changed her name into the LUTZOW. The class saved weight, carrying diesel engines
and sacrificing the turret armors and armor belts on the waterline. Nevertheless the diesel engines did not contributed
well to the weight saving. The British Navy, however, acknowledged the strenzth of the Deutschland-class naming them
“pocket battleships”.

What made GRAF SPEE long remembered was her tragic end. When the WW|| began she participated in commerce raiding and
was active in Southern Atlantic Ocean and Indian Sea Meanwhile the Allied Forces formed seven hunting groups in the
Atlantic, one in the Indian Ocean, and sent them on patrol. In Dec. 13 1939, GRAF SPEE's movement was picked up by the
British Hunting Group G and the Battle of the River Plate broke out. She was slightly damaged, but found it difficult
to return home. Then she entered the neutral port of Montevideo in Uruguay

While in port, the Captain Langsdorff knew she could neither resist nor escape. With the deport order coming near. he
let her crew transfer to the fellow merchant ship. And he sailed out of Montevideo and finally scuttled the ship

Langsdorff took his responsibility and shot himself in the head. It is projected that GRAF SPEE will be salvaged and
restored. In the near future, we might be able to see the mechanichally advanced ship built by Germany at that time
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