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The 341st Air Group “Shishi” (Lion) was organized th 15th of November, 1943 at the
Matsuyama air base. Initially flying Zeros, they were the first group assigned Shidens
in mid-February 1944, '
The group experienced many technical difficulties with the landing gear and engines which reduced their eﬂmwﬂess
After a move to Mabalacat air Base at Luzon, the Phillipines, the group was heavily engaged against superior American
forces and was nearly wiped out by January Sth, 1345 when they flew their last mission.

N1K2-J SHIDEN KA1 343r0 A Group (L1 Kanwo's A/C)

In an attempt to regain control of the skies over Japan, Captain = ™~ _~ \
Minoru Genda formed the 343rd Air Group. Pilots were selected

from the most experienced personnel from several existing groups. Three Hikoti (squadrons) were formed:; 301, 701,
and 407.

The Shinsen-gumi (Elite Guard) 301 Hikotai was commanded by Lt. Naoshi Kanno, a veteran of the 341st Air Group in the
Phillipines, where he was credited with 25 kills. The aircraft on this sheet is one of the first 200 production Shiden Kais
distinguished by the larger vertical stabilizer. Lt. Kanno was lost in action on August 8, 1945 when one of

his wing cannon exploded during an attack on a B-24 formation,
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Prototype #6 N1K2-J (Kawanishi 96) received by the
Navy/Air Force Testing Station in Yokuska, Japan in December 1944,



N1K2-J Sripen KA1 343q0 A Gaoue (L1 Kawwo's A/C)

Thesa markings are based on a photo
taken April 10, 1945 at Matsuyamna

Air Base. Shikoky when LI Kinno was
preparing lo depart on a mission.

N1K1-Ja SHIDEN 34151 Ar Groue
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e Decal Placement Guide:
Note: « Node that the 2 fusalage commander’s siripes are separale. Apply ihe forwang one 158 when dvy
This aircraft was delivered apply the aft stripe. » Cut puf the fuselage hingmary; dry Bf them fo the aft stripe and trim away
with 2 while border around the Ihe overlap (see drawings) = Node that the fuselage siripes are purposely uneven 25 they were
fuselage Hinomary. o the actual aingraft
Photos show this border
Was over-painted
1IN Green during
their duty
i the Phiflipines.

Nole: Cut the claar film away from the opaning on the
wing recogmition stripes. FPaint the cannon taivings fo
match this stripe befora you apply the decal.

Paint the A'C according lo kit instructions.

Templale:

Cut thin sheet slyrene lo the
shape of this template

to use to build up the vertical
stabilizer on L1 Kanno's AC.
Use putty fo smooth

an airfoll shape.




This aircraft is overall orange FS 31400
with a black anti-glare panel and brown
FS 30061 propeller blades and spinner.
Use kit instructions for the rest of

the painting details.

N1K2-J SHipen Kai

#6 PROTOTYPE

- Note: See Lt. Kanno's aircraft for
fuselage stencil locations.
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