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History of th€ Tiser I lanks

KV-l

#h.J Dev€lopn€nt of what event.
ually became kno*n as the

'Tiger'Ausi E" was initiated i' a discEsion
eith flitler or 26th May, 1941.

Hitler had been inpr€ssed !y the rePorts of
the armour o, tI. British Matilda and th€
French tanks, iod want€d a [eavie. tank than

th. Pz.Kpfw lv to spearhead panzer attacks.
Whilst various mediun and heavy tarks had

been under development in Germany since

l-

this wlich gave the impelus to implement Hit-
lers recommendations as qurckly as possible

T}e demand was for a tank mounting ! gun

capabl€ of penetrate l00mm (appro:r.4')of
lrmou. phte !t 1500 meters (1640 yards);
tlis tanl,in rccordarce with current German
practise, lo have lrontal irmour capabl€ of
withstandins attacl by a similar qeapon.

The 8un !&ocat€d was an adaplior oI tle
highly success{ul 8.8 m FlaI36,but the

ordnanc€ Deparlmert were ii favour of
a small€. calibre weap.n of eitler 6cn
or 7.5 on provided sinilarA/ P Performan.
ce could b€ obtaitr€d By utilizins a smaile.
.alibre gun the total size,.nd therefore
the weisht, of the proiected vehicle could

Whilst the perforhar.e of tle 8.8 c.m
Flak 36 *as knoBn. the smaller calibre gu'
still had to be developed. The arguments in

favour of a smaller tank were so self-evid€nt
how€ver that it was decid€d to issue two
separat€ specifications. The one siven to
Henschel desisnated VK 360r (VK Vollket'
tenhrattfshrzeus-fully tracked motor vehicle)
beinS for a 36/40 ton tanl to be armed with
the tapered bore qeapon 0725. The one

siven to Porsche was for a 45 ton tank to be

armed *ith the 8.8 cm KwK and was desis'
nated VK.4501. Sepa.ate turrets tor both
desisns were o.dered (rom Krupp.

Because oI the shortase of tungsten steel
essential for taper bore guns, Hitler ordered
their elimination, includins the weapon 0725

A total of only seven VK 3601 prototypes
were th€refore produced, the last of rh€se
app.arins in Apnl 1942. With the cancella'
rion of the weapon 0725 aDd in order to en

able Henschel to produ( e a ttnk with the re'
quisite Ii.e power vithir rhe alloted time, it
ras decided to utilise the turret and su' de-

PzKpfw rl50l(H)

T34,/76

v€loped by Krupp under the supe.vision of
Professor Porsche for the VK. 4501 o' the
VK 3601 as well. A pointof interest about
this turret is that the sides and rear vere
formed from a sinsle plate of armou. 82 om
(3+ ) thick bent round into th€ shape of a

horse sho€.Owing to this turret havine a
rins diameter of 6 -1" (185 cm) asainst the
5 -5' (165 ch) rins diaDeter of the vK36
01 Herschel was forced to alter their chassis
to accoEnodate it. This was done by widen.
ing the hull above the tracks lhus chansins
the section from a rectancular lorm to a 'T'

t,

1937, no immediate plans *ere in hand to su
persede ot ausment the PzKpfw III and Iv
owins to th€ satisfaction felt with theh.
Within ! week of tlte irvasion of Russia on
22nd June 1941 the German for.es catne into
contact with the Soviet Medium T.34 and
heavy KV. I tanks. Both Russian tanks out-
class€d anythins the Germans. had, eithe. in
the field, or under development, and it was
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shap€. Due to these classis alteralions. the
heavier gun, and heavier tlmet. the ,eight
of the vehicle was increased considerably,
and the desisnatiotr was therefore chansed
to VK.4501 (H). This new project vehicle
had the same main .ompon€nts such as tr.ns.
mission, final d.ive, and road wh€els as {ere
dev€loped for the VK. 3601.

During development of the VK.450l (H)
two versions e€r€ contemplated. The VK
4501 (H) rhich was as built wirh the K.upp

(Chassis No.250122) fitted wirh full equip'
menl and battle lra.ls. As mentioned pre

viously, in order to .educ€ th€ width fo.
transpo.talion pu.poses, the outer *heel of
ea.h set of three ishown shad€d in tle undcr.
reath view ofthe same vehicle) {as .emoved,
narroe tracks were fitted,the out€r portions
of the front and rear Dud flaps k€re hinsed
lpwards, and the side mud guards removed

%.J';.I#,' 
"?' 

;::""''"'"n1:'*",,
e.s envisased that difficulties- would he
met in crossiDg rivers by normal methods,
for even in cermany ndt many bridees
were otficially of capableof carryins their
weisht. The orisinal specifiication the.
refore included equipment to enable them
to subner8e up to depths of approximately
l3 feet (4 metres) and cross on the bed of
rivers. There is no eviden.e to p.ove that
this feature was ever used in action, tank
cres beins very relu.tanl to so under warer

ffir Hitler ordered ir JulY

1942 that the first
'Ti8er' Company was to he readv fo. action
by September at the latest. This was against

the advice of his Panz€. experts and Gene'

rals, who wanted i1 to be througlly tested.

.r€ws trained. aDd them used for a massed

atta.k in a Sprins offensive in 1943. Follow'
ins Hitlers orders the first .ompanv of 'Ti'
gers' were used in action on the 23rd Sep
tember 1942 in a secondarv operation, in un'

suitable tank counfy consisting of soampv
forests near Leninsrad. Here th.y were
forced to move in sinele file alons the roads

which the Russians had covered with consid'
erable numbers of *ell conc€aled heavy anti
tank 8uns. The results of this was heavv

casualties among the'lnvincible' n€w Tis€rs'
and complete loss of seoecy atrd tle su.prise
that could have been effected the following

Sprihg. Even porse was the fact that due

to the weath€r and terrair the obi€ctile of

so th€ mechanical failure rate increased. The
main drawbacks, apart froD the di(ficulties
of transportation, were a short range ol ac'
tion, due to a fuel consumption of 2+ 8als.
per mile,a,d a slow tu.ret tra!€rs.. Whilst
the turret traverse *as noroally hydraulic,
in case this b€came inoperative hand trav.
erse *heels cere provided for both the Con
mander and Gunner. A factor which had

nothing to do with the design or .onstruction
of the 'TiBer', but which tended to hamper
its use,was a Hish Command Order that they
sere not to be allo ed to fall into enemv

Althoush lhe orisinal idea was for an of'
f.nsive tank.'their lack of mobilitv and the

chansins stratesy of the war led to theh be'

ins used and mo.e as a definsive weapon

In this role th€y were formidable, being used

nore and more as a defensive weapon. In

rhis role rhey were formidable, being com'
pletely imper!ious Head Ot" to the British
69dr., Ameri.an 75 nm, and Rlssian 76 mm

althoush the B.itish 6 pdr could effect side
pen€tration at close range. Until th€ adv€nt
of Hrsh velocity annunrrron Ior the 6pdr.and
th. A-".,.un 76 mm. and rhe rnrroductron of

the Russian 100 mm and 122 mm suns hoq-
everthe Tisers frontal arnour *as consid

ered shot resistant.
The engine used on th€'Tiser'Ausf. E.

was a developnent by Maybach of their rans€
ol 12 .ylinder Vee engines.s fitted to Pz.
Kpfw III and L, but of far sreater capacity.
On the first 250'T'se.'Ausf. E.lhev had the

same ensines as were mounted i1th. Panther
D,dilferins only in d€tails, mainly to do with

the mountins. For the remainder of Produc'
tion these engines were increased i, caPEcity
for a larger power output. These imProv€d
eosines wer€ also litted to the TiBer B, and

the Panth€r Ausf.A. a.d G.

#h.r The Tieer I
tanks had been active pri

marilv in an independent heavy tank bat'
talion (Heeres Schwere Panzerabteilune)
fornation !nder the direct command of
the Army Corps (Korps). The H.S.P. it.
s€lf exist€d b.for. the outbre.k of the
Russo.Gernan war but the history of th.
H.S.P. with the Tise. I tanls at its nu'
cleus had hegan in tle autumn o{ 1942.
The format,on durins the 1942-1943,
period was as figure A (page 3).
Durins the 1944 1945 period. production
of the Tiger I got on the riSht track and

its *ar tactics were Iully completed. With
this progress, the Tiser H.S.P was much

ihproved in formation and increased in
number. . By 1945. its number increased
to I in th€ National Defen.e Force and 2
in the SS divisions. The fornatiotr at
the time fisure B (pase 3).
Howev.r. since 1942 there existed several
heavy tank companies (Ti8er KompaDie,

i .1!'

further 1300.
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turret mountins the 8.8 cm KeX36, and the
VK. 450r (H2) *hich was to hav€ had a

Rheinmerall d€sisned tu..et hountin8 th. 7.5
cm KoK a2 (L/70). This second version

By th€ middle of 1941 Henschel I'ad made
preparaliors fo. producrion of 60 ve}icles
and even befo.e a p.ototyp€ *as Iinished they
Iad inc.eased thei. preparations to cov€r d

@
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The first prototypes o{ the VK.450l(H)
and VK.450l(P) underwe.t rheir fi.st com.
petitive trials at Rastenbur8 i. front of Hit.
ler oo his birthday the 20th April,1942. The
results of th€Ee, and subsequ€rt t.ials were
supposed to havc shown that the Henschel
vehicle *rs superior. thus production orders
were placed for it. Tlt€ Porsche gehicle,

known colloquially *ithin t}e firm as'Tiger'
now drops out of the pictu.e !s a battl€ tank,
althourh the chassis of the 90 already ord€r.
ed by Hitler and urder construction e€re
eventually adapted as the Panzer Jaeger
El€fanC.

A.tual productiotr of the Pz.Kpfw 4501(H)
comEenced in Ausust 1942 with twelve units
a month. On Hitlers insistence, production
Bss inproved, so that by November 1942 the
rate had reached 25 u.its p€r month. This
inoease continued and a marimum monthly
output of 104 was obtsined in Ap.il 1944.

Produ.tion ceased in Ausust 1944 afrer a

total of 1355 had been builr includins proto.

ffiJI:: ,;,;fl:#,i.'#i-,*
lers order of 27th February 1944, the
official d€sisnation from then on becomins
Pz.Kpfw "Tiger" Ausf.E. whictr had in fact.
appeared or official documents prior to this.
The page consistins of the two view draw.
ings shows a fai.ly enry prodlction nodel

this attack was not even sained despite the
cost. The introduction of the 'Tise.' was
tlerefor€ a repetition in its way of the iDt.o'
duction of the British Mk.1 tanks on Septen.
ber 15th 1916. Aft€r this debut 'Tise.s' ap.
peared in North Africa in April.l943, Sicily,
Italy, atrd North West Europe,.ontinuins as
fishtins tanl up to the end of the war. 'Ti.
ger, Battalions were originally organised as
independent units under C.H.Q. troops. Later
it was decided to include'Tise. tanks in the
hasic orsnization of German Armorr€d Di-
visions,but this never took place except with
certain S.S. Panzer Corps.

At the time of its iDtroduction the'Tiser'
Ausf.E.was the most poserfultank any*here
ir the world. Workmanship .as of a very
hish order,and the transhission and steerins
were extremely compli.ated. requiring many
man hours to produce. Some justification
for the fully resenerative steerins and eisht
Iorward ratios in the gearbox, which was ful
ly automatic, qas that the vehicle was very
lisht to coDtrol. Whilst first .lass creNs
were available the'Ti8er'ras an efiicient
tanl.but as the standa;dof training drogped

.---.l:r:J

Printed in U.S.A

or Schwere Kompa.ie) as an exception
to the abov€. Th€se Tiser I .ompanies
such as the 8th (later,9th) Company,
were always attached to the elite' division
of the National Defence Force and the SS
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PAINTING

APPLYING DECALS

T

(Painting ol Tiger I)
Fron l9a5 to February 1913. G6rman
oilitary vehicles for use in Arric6 wore
unilorm p.inting of dark y.llow.camou.
llage of r6ddish brown andlor da.k
gre6n on a dark yellow ground. while
those {or use in Europe w..e painted
G.rman Grey over.ll. In February 1943.
the German .uthoriti.s acc.pted only
uniform dark yellow painting as . stand-
ard and alter that many vehicles were
.ep?inted in this way. How€ver,various
canoltflages were worn according to
the season or th. terrain ol the bai.
tlefield. Th€se were applied onto the
basic colour by means o, a brush or
sPray gun. And also mati whits paint
was otlen used in wint.r o. the East
ern theatr€ of th6 war.

Matt Black

LiEht Gr€y

(M!rkin{ of Tis.. I )

=

a

,.3 ch.nq.d to tlis 6.

TL. 2rd SS Pmz.r Divisid.

Th. 2nd SS Panze. Divisiotr.
"Da.. R€ic['Alte. tI. Kurr]
ba le,rh€ b.dse wes .h.ns€d

Th. 28t[ Prnr€{ren.dier

Markinits on Tig.r I
Crptured in Thisia

ffi.J Th€ ...st fo. r[€ 501th Ide
D.ndcnt H€.vy Tanl Eaftalion

T[e G.rn& Amy Pinz.r
Di,i.io,'GNsdcutschlod"

TL. G.me A{y P...c[ute
P&rd Division,"He.nm

Tl,. 16t SS P&,er Divi8io..
"Lcih8tlnddt8 SS Adoll Hitl€r"

botralid *hic[ 1,.6 cl.ng.d at
tlE riD€ ol the NorD.dy

T[. till.Dar*s draen on th€

su brrel ol Witt@'s TiB€rI
,hich destroy.d 88 enen, t.nts

" Lei berandet. ss Adolf Hitl.."

-S" for ti. C€rorn adjediv€,
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:oWX B.ds.s.(or th. Briiie[ lst

TAMfYA

lg[2-lg[3..^

t----
Batration H.o.-

-*- The 2nd

F,,t-
Numbar o{ t.nks: 20 Tig.r
l's and 20 Pzkptw III'S.

a Battslion H.o. P company H.o.

tgfi-tgf5

The lst
@nprny

L-

The 2nd

The 3.d

Th. 4th

The 2nd

Th€ Srd

The 4th

*----
112 ll3 lll 115

122 123 t25

-----l3I 132 r33 l3a--------
l4r rt2 143 l{{--------
211 2t2 2)3 214

----l
---.D23t 232 231 231--------

2tt 212 243

-------

215

-225

-

-- rie€. I 1 Pzrpt" tt

Fig. B

The znd

----

---

ru 112 ll3 ll{--------
t21 122 123 t21--------
t3l 132 I33 134--------
2ll 2r2 213 2l.l--------
22t 222 223 224

-------231 232 233 234--------
3ll 312 313 3l,r--------
32t 322 323 324--*-----
33r 82 333 33{--------
{ 412 413--------
421 r22 123 121--------
431 132 ,133 t34--------

z--
Th€ Ist

The 2nd

Th6 srd

The 2nd

The 3rd

Th6 Ist

The 2.d

The grd

Th6 lst

Th6 2nd

The 3rd

L---- z--

Number of t.nks: 59 Tiger t's

U3€ eitl€r th. hrse nunb.r d€c,ls or th€ s.ll ones,bul you

6hould not mir tlE lno sias !5 slDwn in lI. diesrm. As
th€ 3m.ll numb€r ra. u.ed @ th. rurrst.NDber
ol WittD.m's Tis.r,if y@ F.f.r Wittsen's
Tige.,usc tle snall on€6 orly,

B

Other divisionll rarls
should h. appli.d lE,e.
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*Study th. instructions and photo.
graphs before commencing assembly.
*lf you paint your modsl, small pa.ts
a.d inte.nal parts should be p.inted
while still on the sprue.
*You will need 6 sharp knile.a screw
driver. a ,at ol tweezers. a fil6.and a

*ln painting.interior parts sL,ch 5s the
turret inside should be painred in natt
white or matt light grey. The outside
surface may be painted after the whole

^ 
This m,rk shows the colou. this

apa,t strouta ue paintea.

@ '"o*,,*,o^ , Gun rurrer.Al
Not6 that rear parts of Gun Ba.rel are
diffe.ent in lenglh. Loading Section
is movable. up and down. Do not ce-
hent but hold it in place with two 83
parts inserted from outside

@

(Position ol Figure Feet:r

B

(

E}53
Fe€t.holder of board

@ u"...,,,",n. , cun rur.et.B,
Gun.eas Hatch 838 can be lired in
either open ol closed position. lf you
want to place Figure he.e, be sure to
ceoent lhis hatch in op6n position.
*Fix but not glu. Comma.der's Halch
onto Gun Turret by inserting its both
pins by turns into holes ot Cupola.

Construction o{ Gun Barrel and Loading Section

E}43

844

812

B5-

B7
Bll

B6

Bt5

AI

827

Constroction of Gun Turret, A

A3

B4 @ 828

B3

@
d

c6 E}38 829

s

A2 B3

Construction ol
Gun Turret, B

B 24.

A6

4

-A5

B l9 826



G) conskucrio. or upper r-ru,

ln lxi.g Hatches 836 and 837. make
sure to reier to the iigure below
Flgur. of Upper Hul Underside)
3 c3 Bl

B 4 833 C2

C6nstru.tron of Rear Pahel

tBe careful not to touch cere^t lo
Hinges ol Hatches.C2 etc
tAssemble lvlachine Gln C3 a.d C1.
and pass the barrel through a hole on
Lower Hul before ceme.r,ng Bl

Construction of Upper Hull

E}37 B39

822 E}30

c9

E}40

E}46

G Br4 835 .,16

I

I

{

821 aI

4

E}36

842
825

Consklct Right and Left A; Cleaner
Assembles and cement theh to Rear
Panel A4 and dry And then lrr Ex
haust Pipe Assemblies and Covers Bl3
and Bl4.

Construction ol Aite.na

o

t
Connecting Tracks

tFlatten pi. heads wrth
a heated screwdnver

@ 
constrr.,ctio., oI Rear Panel

Ai, c e6ner B 50 40* Rubber p,De
Lett & RrEht

9_
=ff

Lelt side 848
(rieht B.l9)

E}48

847
B2

B45 B t0

817

Construction of Lower Hull

E}18 Ct0 E}18

Bt3G

lcut ofl any one ol run^ers on *h,ch
varioos parts have been attached Pull
it both sides whle warmr^g 't over a
healing device so that t wrll become
slender and elongated Cut 1 to a
suitable ength and you wil have an
antenna ready lor !se

A4 B4t B49

E}53

7

854

!
n

B B2'

B9

832

5

6

,$!q

E}54

B 53



tNo adhesives should be used in con.

*lnslal varous whees as shown ln
the rght ligure. Do .ot use cement.
but lix them with Poy Caps.C8.Cl8.
tcLle Rea. Panel.whch has already
been conslrucled at O onto Rear Hul
Fook.B3l.shoud lust be ilxed wilhout

@ tr.statrat o. ot wr.asr

@{{""..,.*',"" ", *,,r

ct4
lnstallation of Wheels

c 1C12

TAMTYA

c t4

@

c l8

Cement Fender 88 to the right sde.
and 852 to the elt srde
*When lix ng Upper Hull onlo Lower
Hlll together. lirst I x each notch 

'nthe tormer into hooks ol the latter
Then. i x each p n of the ,ormer lnlo
Parts. C7. in the atter and secure
Man lo d. Cl0. n the arrowed place as
show. n the lig!re Lasty. Iasten
two Ppes wrth Plpe Stopper.Cl
iconstrlcl I'gures and I'x then o.!o
Gu. Turret Then. turn Gun Turrel
r ght to 90 degrees lo i'x lt onto Upper
HU shown and lurn ciockw se

\@

a b clt
c t5 c8

B3l Also to olher side)

clt

ct2

B2

ct7

c t6

(Palnting ol Flg!res)
c14

Construction of Hull

C l0 rvlanifold

c1

C1

A3

AI

I

A2

\

rL

B1

B3

O

c7

ftaraMrYA B8
other side B 52
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