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INTRO

The French SPAD XIlll was a development of the SPAD VII. The SPAD VIl was flown by Georges Guynemer, who was not
particularly pleased with the type, especially when compared to the aircraft flown by his German adversaries. He took his
concerns directly to the manufacturer. Because by this time, Guynemer was already well known in French life in general,
his concerns were taken seriously. With that, the groundwork for the development of two more models were laid, the SPAD
Xl and SPAD XIlII. While the SPAD XIl was armed with a 37 mm cannon, and as such saw limited production and use by
very experienced pilots, the SPAD XIll saw much more widespread use.

Thanks to the use of a more powerful Hispano-Suiza HS 8Be engine rated at 220 hp, and later the HS 8BEe (235 hp), the
main drawback of the previous model in the form of inadequate armament could be addressed, and the SPAD XIIl received
two Vickers machine guns with 400 rpg. The head designer of the type, Louis Bechereau also enlarged the airframe
slightly, and strengthened it. The first prototype of the SPAD XIlIl was flown by Second Lieutenant Rene Dorme on April 4th,
1917.

Due to a heavier weight, the new type didn’t achieve the maneuverability of its predecessor, but it did display a better rate
of climb, and a faster speed of 215 km/h.

The performance of the new type was such that contracts were immediately awarded for large production numbers. This
was ultimately participated in by nine manufacturers (SPAD, A.C.M., Bernard, Bleriot, Borel, Kellner, Levasseur, Nieuport,
and SAFCA). The new type began reaching units during the summer of 1917. The type was flown by a list
of well-known and successful pilots - Frenchman Rene Fonck (75 kills), Italian Francesco Baracca (34 kills), Americans
Eddie Rickenbacker (26 victories), Frank Luke (18 kills) and the aforementioned Georges Guynemer. Besides the French
air force, the SPAD Xlll was also flown by Great Britain, USA, Italy, Belgium, and, after the First World War, with Poland and
the former Czechoslovakia.

Originally, the aircraft had rounded wingtips, but these soon reverted back to the squared off tips of the SPAD VII.

Forthe purposes of collecting research material for this Limited Edition kit, invaluable assistance was provided
by Mr. Zdenék Cejka (French and Czechoslovak subjects) and Mr. Josef Studeny (Czechoslovak subjects). Our
sincere gratitude goes out to both of them.

UVODEM

Francouzskéa stihacka SPAD XIII byla pfimym nastupcem typu SPAD VII. O jeji vznik se zaslouzil vynikajici letec
Georges Guynemer. Ten na SPADu VII létal, ovSem nebyl s nim pfili§ spokojen, zejména pak kdyz jej porovnaval
s letouny, na kterych létali jeho némecti protivnici. Obratil se proto se svymi vyhradami pfimo na vyrobce. Protoze
se jiz tehdy Guynemer fadil mezi znamé osobnosti francouzského verejného Zivota, bylo k jeho kritickému povzdechu
prihlédnuto. PoloZil tak zaklad vzniku dvou typu — SPADu Xl a SPADu XIII.

Zatimco SPAD XII, vyzbrojeny 37 mm kanonem, se dostal pouze do omezené vyroby a pouzival jej zejména Uzky okruh
velmi zkusenych pilotti, SPAD Xlll se do¢kal mnohem vétsiho rozsifeni.

Diky pouziti silnéjSiho motoru Hispano-Suiza HS 8Be o vykonu 162 kW (220 k) a pozdéji HS 8BEe (173 kW/235 k) mohl
byt odstranén nejvétsi nedostatek pfedchoziho typu - slaba vyzbroj v podobé jednoho kulometu - a letouny SPAD XiIII
dostaly dva kulomety Vickers se zasobou po 400 nabojich na zbran. Séfkonstruktér SPADu Louis Béchereau novy drak
oproti SPAD VII také mirné zvétsil a celkové zesilil. Prvni prototyp SPAD XIlII zalétl podporu¢ik René Dorme 4. dubna
1917.

Novy stihaci stroj sice nebyl diky vétsi hmotnosti tak obratny jako SPAD VI, ale zlepsila se stoupavost a maximaini
rychlost vzrostlana 215 km/h.

Vykony nového stihaciho stroje byly natolik presvédcivé, Ze byl ihned uzavien kontrakt na velké dodavky. Na téch
se nakonec podilelo celkem devét vyrobct (SPAD, A.C.M., Bernard, Blériot, Borel, Kellner, Levasseur, Nieuport
a SAFCA). K bojovym Utvartm zacal novy letoun pfichazet v prabéhu léta 1917. V jeho kokpitu se objevila fada znamych a
Uspésnych pilotd — Francouz René Fonck (75 v.), Ital Francesco Baracca (34 v.), Ameri¢ané Eddie Rickenbacker (26 v.),
Frank Luke (18 v.) &i jiz jmenovany Georges Guynemer. Kromé francouzského letectva slouzily SPADy Xl i v letectvech
Velké Britanie, USA, Italie, Belgie a po skonceni 1. svétové valky i v Polsku a byvalém Ceskoslovensku.

Letouny z poc¢atku vyroby mély zakulacené koncové oblouky kFidel, ty byly ale brzy zménény na hranaté po vzoru
SPADu VII.

P¥i shromazd'ovani podkladii na stroje v této limitované edici nam velkou pomoc poskytli pan Zdenék Cejka
(francouzské a Ceskoslovenské stroje) a pan Josef Studeny (Ceskoslovenské stroje). Obéma panim moc
dékujeme. 11123 - NAV1



ATTENTION * UPOZORNENI * ACHTUNG * ATTENTION *

N Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room.
BN Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.
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A S 2807, flown by Adj. Augustin Charvat, Spa.315, Chaux, France, September 1918

The beginning of the war found the tailor Augustine Charvat in France, expanding his horizons. Along with many other Czechs who found
themselves in that country at that time, he joined the French military through the Foreign Legion. After recovering from injuries sustained
in the fighting on September 28th, 1915, he underwent pilot training and served as a fighter pilot over the Front from January 1917. First,
he was assigned to the reconnaissance unit F.58, and from September 1917 with N./Spa.315, a fighter squadron. Charvat is credited with
a single confirmed kill, gained on September 14th, 1918, shared in the destruction of a German two seat aircraft. Charvat's SPAD 13C1
was built at Bleriot and carried the standard five-colour scheme with a layout that was consistent with this manufacturer. It also carried the
white numeral 3 and the Spa.315 unit emblem. The inscription Vieux Pére (‘Gramps') below the cockpit was in reference to Charvat's
nickname among the other pilots of the unit.
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B S 8875, flown by Adj. Vaclav Pilat, Spa.124, France, fall 19

The beginning of the war found Ing. Vaclav Pilat in France. Along with other Czech volunteers, he formed the Czech platoon called
Compagnie Nazdar under the French Foreign Legion. He was wounded on January 2nd, 1915 at Reims, where the unit was fighting. After
recovering from the injuries he had sustained, he signed up for pilot training and on its completion, served with the reconnaissance unit
C.104 from July 1916, and from December, 1917 to the end of the war with Spa.124 after converting to fighters. Over the course of the war,
Pilat gained one unconfirmed kill. He did not serve in the Czechoslovak Air Force after the war. This interpretation of S 8875 is based on the
knowledge of the aircraft's serial number, standard relevant painting practices with the manufacturer (in this case Bernard) and from
photographs of other aircraft of the same unit. From the summer of 1918, SPADs flown by Spa.124 carried a white band encircling the
fuselage of the aircraft, in which was a rendering of the head of Joan of Arc. At the time, Pilat's aircraft carried the number '4".

(Reconstruction: Zdenek Cejka)
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C No. 9151, flown by Cpl. Bohumil Siegl, 33rd Squadron, Air Regiment 2,

Lipa Airfield near Némecky Brod, Czechoslovakia, September 1st, 1924

Aviation regiments went through a vigorous assessment of combat capability in 1920. The results were judged against a very strict
standard, and as a result only four aircraft were deemed as fully combat ready and half of the aircraft inspected were deemed combat
ready only in cases of national urgency. It was then decided on the purchase of new aircraft. The type chosen was the SPAD XIII, which
were purchased from France in 1921 to the tune of thirty-six units and at the main repair facility in Olomouc, they went through a general
overhaul. Corporal Bohumil Siegl crashed in the SPAD coded 9151 on September 1st, 1924, when a gust of wind took him into a haystack
on the outskirts of the field on take-off. The aircraft was written off. The aircraft flew in a camouflage scheme consisting of brown and green
fields on the upper and side surfaces and in an aluminium colour on the lower ones. It's only markings consisted of the flag type national
insignia.
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No. 9152, flown by Sgt. FrantiSek Lehky, 32nd Squadron, Air Regiment 1,

Sgt. FrantiSek Lehky crashed in the SPAD serialed 9152 on landing on August 28th, 1924. It was evident that the landing strip
would be overshot and the pilot decided to go around for another landing attempt, but the engine could not generated the needed
power and the aircraft was damaged. The three-colour camouflage scheme of this aircraft was complemented by the white
numeral '23' on the sides of the fuselage and the regimental insignia, a black, twin-tailed lion in a white field.
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