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Junkers Jumo004B turlco jet engine

Development of the Me262, the first practical use jet-powered fighter in
the world, started in 1939. On July 18th 1942, Me262V3 made its first
flight with two Junkers Jumo004 jet engines. After prototypes featuring
nose-housed landing gear and improved Jumo004B engines, the first
production model of the Me262 was completed. Capable of 870km/h
top speed, the Me262 featured 18.5 degree receding wings. With Allied
bombing raids on the German homeland were rapidly intensifying, the
Luftwaffe proposed the hastened deployment of the revolutionary
Me262 A-1a jet fighter/interceptor. On September 19t44, the first practi-
cal unit was organized and on November 4th, full-scale production of
the Me262 A-1a was permitted at last. Me262 A-1a fighters werc as-
signed to units such as JG7 (organized based on Ekdo 262) and KG(J)54

Die Entwicklung der Me262, des ersten im Einsatz befindlichen Dtisen-
jiigers der Welt, begann 1939. Die Me262V3 flog mit zwei Junkers Jumo
004 DUsentriebwerken am 18. Juli 1942 zum ersten Mal. Das erste Seri-
enmodell wude mit einem Bugradfahrgestell und verbesserten Jumo
OMB Triebwerken fertiggestellt. Die Me262 wies 18.5 Grad gepfeilte Fli-
chen auf und eneichte eine Hochstgeschwindigkeit von 870km/h. Durch
zunehmende alliierte Luftangriffe auf Deutschland wrinschte sich die
Luftwaffe eine beschleunigte Entwicklung des revolutioniren Me262 A-
1a Diisen-Abfangjigers. lm September 1944 wurde die erste echte Ein-
satzgruppe zusammengestellt und am 4. November wurde endlich die
Produktion im groBen Umfang gestattet. Die Me262 A-1a kamen zu Ein-
heiten wie der JG7 (aufgebaut auf Ekdo 262) und KG(J)54 (umgebildet

"ll vole comme s'il 6tait pouss6 par des anges" - Tel fut le sentiment de
f 'ace Adolf Galland lorsque le 22 mai 1943 il pilota pour la premidre fois
le prototype du Me262, premier chasseur d r6action au monde a entrer
en service. Son d6veloppement d6buta en 1939 et le 18 juillet 1942, le
Me262V3, propuls6 par 2 r6acteurs Junkers Jumo004, fit son vol
d'essai. D'autres prototypes comme le V5 d train tricycle et le V6 d r6ac-
teurs Jumo004B furent construits avant le d6but de la prcduction de ce
chasseur haute vitesse pouvant atteindre les 870km/h et poss6dant des
ailes en fldche i 18,5 degr6s. En Septembre 1944,|a premidre unit6
d'active, "Kommando Nowotny" fut form6 et le 4 novembre, la pleine
production du Me262 A-1a fut lanc6e. lls furent vers6s aux escadrilles
JG7, form6e i partir du Ekdo 262, et KG(J)54, unit6 de bombardement
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(re-organized from bomber unit to fighter unit). On April 1945, just before
the end of WWII, Lieutenant General Galland organized an elite unit of
ace piloted A-1a's known as JV44. Although the Luftwaffe was on its
last wing, ace flown Me262 A-1a Fighters packed with deadly arma-
ments of four MK108 30mm cannons, as well as W.Gr21 and R4M air-to-
air rockets continued to threaten Allied aircraft until the end of wan
ODevelopment of the Junkers Jumo004 engine, the key factor to the
high performance of the Me262, started in 1939, with mass production
of the serial model Jumo004B commencing in June, 1944. Being com-
prised of an axial flow compresso[ 3.5m long, 0.76m in diamete6 and
capable of superior fuel consumption and output, the Jumo004B was
capable of a 900k9 maximum thrust.

von Bomber- zu Jagdstaffel). Unmittelbar vor Kriegsende im April 1945
organisierte Generalleutnant Galland in der JV44 eine Elite-Einheit mit
Fliegerassen. Obwohl die Luftwaffe vdllig am Boden wal blieben die
von den Assen geflogenen Me262 A-1a, gespickt mit todlicher Bewaff-
nung von vier MK108 30mm Kanonen und W.Gr21 sowie R4M Raketen,
bis zum letzten Kriegstag eine Bedrohung fiir jedes alliierte Flugzeug.
ODie Entwicklung des Junkerc Jumo004 Triebwerks, dem Ausgangs-
punkt ftir die hohe Leistung der Me262, wurde 1939 gestartet, wiihend
die Massenproduktion des Serienmodells Jumo004B im Juni 1944 be-
gann. EinschlieBlich dem Axialluft-Verdichtef 3.5m lang und 0.76m im
Durchmesse4 war das in Kraftstoffverbrauch und Leistung iiberlegene
Jumo004B Triebwek in der Lage, 900k9 Ma:<imalschub zu liefern.

transform6e en escadrille de chasse. En avril 1945, des aces furent r6u-
nis au sein de la JV44 d'Adolf Galland et malgr6 le declin de la Luftwaf-
fe, ces Me262 A-1a pilot6s par des experts menagdrent les avions alli6s
avec leurs 4 canons MK108 de 30mm et leurs roquettes air-air W.Gr21 et
R4M jusqu'ir la fin de la guene.
OLe d6veloppement du r6acteur Junkers Jumo004, facteur principal
des performances du Me262, d6buta en 1939 et la production de masse
du moddle de s6rie, le Jumo004B, commenga en juin 1944. Constitu6
autour d'un compresseur d flux axial d'une longueur de 3,5m et d'un
diamdtre de 0,76m, le Jumo004B poss6dait des performances am6lior-
6es en matidre de consommation et de pouss6e maximum, celle-ci at-
teignant 900k9.
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ORead carefully and fully understand the in-
structions before commencing assembly. A su-
pervising adult should also read the instructions
if a child assembles the model.

OBevor Sie mit dem Zusammenbau beginnen,
sollten Sie alle Anweisungen gelesen und ver-
standen haben. Fall sein Kind das Modell zusam-
menbaut, sollte ein beaufsichtigender Erwachse-
ner die Bauanleitung ebenfalls gelesen haben.

OBien lire et assimiler les instructions avant de
commencer l'assemblage. La construction du
moddle par un enfant doit s'effectuer sous la
surveillance d'un adulte.
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AcnurloN
OWhen assembling this kit, tools including knives
are used. Extra care should be taken to avoid per-
sonal iniury.

OBead and follow the instr.rctions supplied with
paint and/or c€ment, if used (not included in kit).
Use plastic cement and paints only.
OXeep out of reach of small children. Children
must not be allowed to put any parts in their
mouths, or pull vinyl bag overtheir heads.

A vonsrcHT
OBeim Zusammenbau dieses Bausatzes werden
Werkzeuge einscfilieBlich Messer venrendet. Zur
Vermeidung von Vedetzungen ist besondere Vor-
sicht angebracht.
OWenn Sie Farben uncUoder Kleber verwenden
(nicht im Bausatz enthalten), beachten und befol-
gen Sie die dort beiliegenden Anweisungen. Nur
Klebstoff und Farben frlr Plastik verwenden.
OBausatz von kleinen Kindem femhalten. Verhri-

ten Sie, da8 Kinder irgendwelche Bauteile in den
Mund nehmen oder Plastikt0rten 0ber den Kopf
ziehen.

A pnecAuTroNs
OlJassemblage de ce kit requiert de l'outillage,
en particulier des couteaux de mod6lisme. Manier
les outils avec pr6caution pour 6viter toute bles-
surc,
OLire et suivrc les instructions d'utilisation des
peintures el ou de la colle, si utilis6es (non inclu-
ses dans le ki$. tJtiliser uniquement une colle et
des peintures sileciales pour le polystyrdne.
OGarder hors de portee des enfants en bas 6ge.
Ne pas laisser les enlants mettre en bouche ou
sucer les pidces, ou passer un sachet vinyl sur la
t6te.

OHHT6TE
OTools recommended
OBen6tigtes Werkzeug
OOutillage n6cessaire

*Efrl (7r77v2H)
Cement
Kleber
Colle

t47
Modeling knife
Modelliermesser
Couteau de mod6liste

=y/(-
Side cutters
Seitenschneider
Pince coupante

Y>t,v l-
Tweezers
Pinzette

!.5

C> t\4 7 ( F U Jl,!1mm. 1.Smm. 2mm) v
Pin vise (1 , 1.5 and 2mm drill bit)
Schraubstock (1 , 1.5 und 2mm Spiralbohrer)
Outil d percer (foret de 1 , 1.5 et 2mm de diamdtre)

rfrf5!7:,;3l.il;,.3;:1"=-
This mark denotes numbers for Tamiya Paint colors.

X-1 O72.y2 / Black / Schwarz / Noir XF-7 a 7 
=,y 

j-U,yl: I Flal red I Matt Rot / Rouge mat

X-8 al/T>l:;tr- I Lemon yellow / Zifonengelb i Jaune ciUon XF-10 a7r,rt 7a)> l Flatbrovm/ Matt Braun / Brun mat

X-10 a)r>111, / Gun metal/ Metall-Grau / Gris acier XF-15 472'yl? l,v): / Fht flesh / Fleisdtaben Matt / Chair mate

X-11 artr-Lyl,lr- /Chmme silver/Chrom-Silber/Aluminium drorn6 XF-16 ai).ylflLi / Flat aluminum/ l,lattAluminium/Aluminium mat

X-1 2 O f-/1,1.: U -7 I Gold leaf / Gold Gldnzend / Dor6 XF-224 RLM?V< / RLM grey / RLM-Grau / Gns R.L.M.

X-1 8 Oti/E17zv) /&mi glos black/ Seidenglau Siwaz / Noir satine XF - fi ta 7 i )bl.:7/t - / Field blue / Feldblau / Bleu campagne

X-25 arUf-rU-> I Clan g€fJn/ Xlar-Grtln / Vert Uanslucide XF-55O;v*r> / D@ktan/ Deck-Braun / Havane

X-27 a r' )p-l,vtr / Clear red / Klar-Rot / Rouge translucide

XF

XF-56 O/l)v771,.( / Metallic grey i Gau-Metallic / Gris m6tallis6

xF-57 at\7 / Buff / Lederfarben / chamois
XF-63 Oi?-"vlvl I C*nrwt gtw/ Deubcies Grau / Gris Panzet

XF-64OWF7))> lRed brown / Rotbraun / Rouge brun

XF-3 a77,yl,f rtr- / Flat yellow / Matt Gelb / Jaune mat XF-65Ozr-Jt F7l,-f / Field grey/ Feldgrau /Gris campagne

XF's a 7r'vl-?U-> I Flal green / Matt Gnin / Vert mat

AS'3 a'JV47U-> (l:4'vg7) / Gray Green (Luftwafie)
/ Graugrun (Luftwaffe) / Gris Vert (Luftwaffe)

AS-4 a M t \1 tV'yF (F I'v 4F) / Gray Violet (Luftwaffe)

/ Gnawiolett (Luftwaffe)/ Gris Violet (Luftwafie)

AS-5 aa<F11,- ( F.r v4!E) / Light Blue (Luftwaffe)
/ Hellblau (Luftwaffe)/ Bleu Clair (Luftwaffe)

AS-12 4rl1,/\-xflb / Barc-Melal Silver/ Blank-
Metall Silber/ M6tal Nu

AS-234 1 1 t- 7 U -> (l: I 'y 4iD / Ught Green (Luftwaffe)

/ Hellgrun (Luftwafie) / Vert clair (Luftwaffe)

AS'2449-r 'Ju-> (l:1'v*1) / Dark Green (Luftwaffe)

/ Dunkelgnin (Luftwaffe) / Vert fonc6 (Luftwaffe)

azo+ y Ft*3EIF0)ffi{fi75rffi?=*q" 14-16{-)*tct*Ellf,fii6#1gaa4E E, tr, C 25.51:iELrt. '1*.O}a^E'#.c
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ORefer to pages 14-16 and separated painting guide and choose from markings E, E or E. Follow instructions for each
type during construction.
ODie Seiten 14-16 und die getrennte Lackieranleitung beachten, zwischen den Markierungen [,@ oder iCl wihlen. Beim

'.iS3HIt?3:3X,.t;""il5TlXtJ3'."il"j1 ;ll:3ffll"J::lllfl,T?3r,1i,1} "ep",e,ent 
et choisir entre res d6corations A , Er et E.

Suivre les instructions indiqu6es au cours de la construction pour chacune d'elles en fonction de votre choix.

262F,ffiW W.Nr.170071
Erprobungskommando 262 W.Nr. 17 OO7 1

EUffiEIEEXAffi
Refer to the separate sheet (painting guide).
Das beiliegende Blatt (Lackieranleitung) beachten.
Se reporter aux instructions s6par6es (guide de peinture).

Hs4E*ffi4tr (ffi EIfiE) H il ffif:rBt
(+)EffiE,FEE)
rrr. / KG(J)54

(EIJffiTEE) W.Nr.111603 1945+ E
W.Nr. 1 1 1603, Spring 1 945

2 61091 Me262 A-1 a Clear Edition (1056296)



:t2 e ,y

Cockpit
Kockpit

h'o)nra*u< a?1ffiilAffiffi lr{"iir.'",*D*t"
Nummer des Abziehbildes, das anzubringen ist.
Num6ro de la d6calcomanie d utiliser.

x-18la(c2e)ffi
b<-9 -t\+)1,>
lnstrument panel
lnstrumententafel
Tableau de bod

3x-18 (c3o)@
)a?x-18 XF-3 xF-63

trE
(A8)

xr-t I axr-to

/-t-t\+)v
lnstrument panel
lnstrumententafel
]labbau de bord

llilw,,

--'i o
tult ,

K&*!ffiifl, >2y
Rear fuel tank
H i nterer Kraftstofftank

llilw>R6seloir anidre

J9

&#ffii$, >t
Rear fuel tank
Hinterer ltaftstofftank
R6servoir ani&e

xF-63

Htffi@fEa*U<
Nose landing gear
Bugrad
Train avant

xF-1!

c18
x-18

Zo<-2 o#fft*&E l,:Flf A,.
Do not cement.
Nicht kleben.
Ne pas coller.

c12N
tsffi

ffHryffiEF M
Nose landing gbar bay
Schacht ffir das Bugfahrgestell
Puits de train avant \

xF-22

x-11 |

AS-'t2

I 5r*Ft-t%;eou=*1e 
t*' 

= 
?' / e ) t'

XPriming is recommended for painting met-
al parts.
XZum Lackieren von Metaltteilen wild vor-
heriges Grundieren empfohlen.
Xll est recommand6 d'app€ter les pidces
m6talliques.

tllililM,,

cl6
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ft$EErAlEo)ffiUfi<
Cannon chamber
Kanonenwolbung
Gompartiment des canons

*.EEBffi EAIE (2Fi) t*ry D f.J L, *E tv "*Do not attach upper cannons (2 pcs.).
*Die oberen Kanonen (2 St.) nicht anbringen.
*Ne pas mettrc en place les deux canons sup6rieurs.

(R)
c32

(L)

".:'t.t
x-10, x-10,

c35 \\\\\\\W

(R.H) (R.H)

(L.H)

c36
822

''U# c31+
EfrEEffirdj+' > 2 6Dw.D,ittr'
Frcnt fuel tank
Vordercr Kraftstofftank
R6servoir avant -c34^ xF-63

ffitlE[€=
Cannon chamber
l(anonenwdlbung
Compartiment des canons

*VJDWD:#T"
*Remove.
*Entfernen.
*Enlever.

c33

ffiE€IA=
Cannon chamber
Kanonenwdlbung

X-8:3
XF-S:1

frfrffi#+9 >2
Front tuel tank
Vorderer Kraftstofftank
R6servoir avant

mmilmm #
Nose landing gear bay
Schacht fiir das Bugfahrgestell
Puits de train avant

Compartiment des canons

61091 Me262 A-1a Clear Edition (1056296)



a2 u?-t\-'ya,E#1tftE*84Jfr<ai L?#t#frEBtPxlyyaH<*lJoe e75{?g*?" ?oHtit*. t\-'vd#*taea|';-
*afrJd,ureFi|cztt6@75rrfi{71-.Tf" *rafrJa2fir-t6 &*effi75rH <frrLTB,zr utu\:r?" (ffit,i a.?47\*T,frJt??")
OBy using clear parts you can see the inner mechanics of the plane. Use only a srnall amount of cement when attaching clear parts. Too much cement
will make joints look white and dirty (refrain flom using extra thin cement).
ODurch die Verwendung fansparenter Teile ist das lnnenleben des Flugzeugs zu sehen. Beim Befestigen tran$parenter Teile nur ganz wenig Kleber ver-
wenden. Zwiel Kleber lisst die Fugen milchig und schmutzig aussehen (keinen extra d0nnen Kleber verwenden).
OLes pieces hansparentes permettent de garder les fiuipements intemes visibles. Utiliser trds peu de colle pour leur assemblage. Une trop grande
quantit6 donnera une apparence blanch6tres et sale aux joints (Ne pas employer de colle extra-fluide).

{fl[6f;t3ffio)ry D fiLt
lnner structure
lnnere Struktur
Structure interne

(ffiffi{s)
Radio
Funk
Equipement radio

""---@

(R) A1

A10

Jxr-os

J6
?

x-18
@*fivc X-8:3
Orygen bottle a+ XF-S : 1

Sauerstoff-Flasche
Bonbonne d'orygdne

? J8
=>)\7Compass
KompaB
Compas

(L) AS-12

?
xF-50

c5

ffiffiffi
Radio
Funk
Equipement radio 410

.,xF-63

J4
ax-s, s

+XF-S:1

t#{+,afrEa-fr<
Fuselage
Rumpf

'&#ffiiftt>2
Rear fuel tank
H interer Kraftstofftank

tr amere

ffi6 (R) A1
Fuselage
Rumpf

ffiffi (L) A10
Fuselage
Rumpf

OEiEfEzr@A v\7 2 7f 'v, f;Bff t*{gtfte??"
OWhen no color is specified, paint the item with fuselage color.
OWenn keine Farloe angegeben ist, das Teil in Bumpffarbe lackieren.
OSi aucune teinte n'est sp6cifi6e, peindre dans la couleur du fuselage.

a2t'y ts
Cockpit
Kockpit

"A
HrHrtrfthEfi sK
Nose landing g"ear bay
Schacht frlr das Bugfahrgestell
Puits de train avant
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*,H@firArfi<
Wings
Fltigel
Ailes

x11zx-y€9#teffi*AlilDttlt6fiL*, {ttr6jEt*EebtizB20.A4.A5lu1mm.1.Smm.2mmo)ft€lHCtT(/i3ur"
Xlf you wish to attach external stores on page 11 of this manual, make 1mm, 1.5mm and 2mm holes into B20, 44 and A5 as indi-
cated below
XFalls Sie AuBenhalterungen entsprechend Seite 11 dieserAnleitung anbringen wollen, sind in B20, 44 und A5 wie unten angege-
ben 1mm, 1 .Smm und 2mm L6cher zu bohren.
XSi vous souhaitez attacher les charges externes au cours de l'6tape figurant en page 11 de cette notice de montage, percez des
trous de '1, de 1,Smm et de 2mm dans B20, A4 et A5 comme indiqu6 ci-dessous.

AS-12! 819JAS-12

X1.5mm X2mm
R4Mz.)bh>

Orkan

J1-nerr**+avu 811X2mm X1.5mm
R4M7')Vh>

Orkan
Under fuel tank
Untercr Kraftstoffiank
R6servoir inf6rieur

(B11,812HEi)
Underside
Unterceite
Face int6rieurce

x-l8

TXOIilDfft'
Attaching wings
Anbringung des Fliigels
Fixation des ailes

tn
Wing
Fl0gel -Arres \ :

trts ffi
G14

ffi

Em B6

813

F4

XF-63 I

A9

lr-'- Ag '!r

dil
\
x-11

?xF-63 I18

ffi6
Fuselage
Rumpf \

816

Eu

813,816

x{1!gL_rt

\?
&6e
Fuselage color
Rumpffarbe
Teinte de fuselage

XW.Gr21 21cm4f,f4trf v FiH
WGr21 air-to-air rockets

*,l.Mlt€ffitt -*M*B@,fl.6nm)
*LOcfErbohrm 0,erirn)
*P",8;ore'iroG'ii,ffil
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EH@ryD{.Jt,
Main landing gear
Fahrgestell
Train principal

810
(R) AS-s

*ulDruD:F?.
*Remove.
*Entfernen.
*Enlever

(82) A@reW
t?x-11 XF-22

82
*B2r*truJ D frt W.D lttt*t "*Attach 82 prior to mdn landing gears.
*Vor dem Fahrgestell 82 anbringen.
*Fixer 82 avant le train d'attenissage principal.

aryy {*fiftIE$IELllftffieiEffiffi }.*U -ffi*rf/cttffio)E6 5f\iErL?ffiArSrT < ritu"
-i_ Ctloose er4tirle b be attaclEdto$pplane or placed on a wier dolly.
Owiihlgn Sie ob das Triebryveslr am: Hugzeqg angebmc+rt oder ad eineri Transporli,agen gdegt,weden solt.
O0hoisir r€acteur mont6 dans favion et reicteur posg sur te chariot dferifeftn. -

t >r>o)ffi.a,fr<
Engine assembly
Zusammenbau des Triebwerks
Assemblage des r6acteurs XF-7:1

+ XF-56 :5
j
H6

XF-7:1
+ XF-56:5it

H10 H1l
*zlElFD*t"
*Make 2.
*2 Satz anfertigen.
*Faire 2jeux.

XF-7:1
+ XF-56:5

////t//#/h
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-->y>*P)b@ffiaril<
Engine nacelle
Motorgehduse
Nacelles moteur

(R) 
Eg

K-> I > Efi$6tEffi ffi t fcttl&)
When attaching engine to plane
Falls das Triebwerk am Flugzeug befestigrt wird
Lorsque le r6acteur est mont6 dans I'avion

XF-7:1
+ XF-56:5

E6 *tilDwDift"
*Remove.
*Entfemen.
*Enlever.XF-7:1

+ XF-56 : 5

XF-7:1
+ XF-56: 5

E7

a>Y>
Engine

(L)
Triebwerk
R6acteur

Ka> y > €.Effi tr l.r -'J - tEffi rf 6tt1&)
When placing on a canier dolly
Falls das Triebwerk auf einen Transportwagen gelegt wird
Lorsque le r6acteur est plac6 sur le chariot d'entretien

(E6, E7) CB
XF-7:.1

(R) +xF-56:5!

*+JtDWO*i"
*Remove.
*Entfemen.
*Enlever. c10

7

(L)

AS-12

(E6, E7)

Y,F-7:1
+ XF-56 : 51)

c10

,
XF-7:1

+ XF-56 : 5

+ XF-56 :5

Zz-'"q

,
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K-> ! >GI=ffitr t r- U - tEffitf 6t tffi )
When placing on a canier dolly
Falls das Triebwerk auf einen Transportwagen gelegt wird
Lorsque le r6acteur est plac6 sur le chariot d'entretien

*+TJDWD*t"
*Remove.
*Entfernen.
*Enleven

xF-654t

5w xF-65 H2O H1g1'
xF-65

H18

->y>tE)b@w.DtiLt
Attaching engine nacelle
Einbau der Motorgehdiuse
Fixation des nacelles moteur

t>y>rab KLb
Engine nacelle
Motorgehduse
Nacelle moteur

@ffif;f#ffii:.m,
lnstallation des bombes

Kt') < -+>l )b!,v7ElIFl*)
"Winkingershiff ' bomb rack
Bombenhalterung "Wikingercchiff"
Support de bombe "Wikingerschiff"

(2s0keEiHb *zmrcD*t"
250k9 bomb *Make z.
250kgBombe *?q"qanfertigen'
aor6e de isblg 'rkFaire 2ieux'

61091 Me262 A-1a Clear Edition (1056296)



tr*ftEEfi€rl\-o)w.D{tt7.
Cover for cannon
Abdeckung fOr Kanone
Capotage des canons

(Ettr+v./e->
Front canopy
Vordere Kanzel
Pare-brise Fs

(/t{ tr v F)
Pilot
Pilote

c21

*+uDw.D*t"
*Remove.
*Entfernen.
*Enlever.

%
Elfr+p./ c-
Front canopy
Vordere Kanzel
Pare-brise

(h:ttf&)
Cover open
Abdeckung geoffnet
Capotage owert

AS-12,

,F=88H....... M, C13, C1g, D3,

Nl"t^ii**r.n. D4, D5, Dg

Non utilis6es.
x-11f

lN
K*y .t H-F,fl{tF&)
Ganopy open
Kanzel offen
VeniBre ouverte

K*r t L"-F#ttffi)
Canopy closed
Kanzel geschlossen
Venidre ferm6e

(F8)(F8)

reH()\/lxF-1 i xF-64 *TTJDW,D*,I
*Remove.
*Entfernen.
*Enlever.
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(IlbEnrt- aw.DliLr>
Attaching intake protection covers
Anbringung der Abdeckung des Lufteinlasses
Fixation des protections d'entr6e d'air

xF-7,

(Et+E)
Externat storcs a*+'y t-fffrllJ (r+-re.x-yv-+>lfiJ) tEt*ftHt-,Erlt^,tt. td+ffi6o)ftlsls66#l;e,lHH< rf,EL\"
AuBenhalterungen OExtemal stoles are not attached to examples on pages 14-16 of this manual. Befer to other resources for appropriate infor-

charges extern-es Hirt&,n*"rungen sind bei den Beispielen auf den steiten 14-16 dieser Anleitung nicht angebracht versuc-hen sie, sich
geeignete lnformation aus anderen Quellen zu beschaffen.
(DLes charges extemes ne sont pas repr6sent6es sur les sch6mas des pages 14 a 16 de cette notice de montage. Se reporter
i d'autres sourcs d'informations.

(W.Gr21 2lcm4tf4Dr'y
WGr21 air-to-air rockets
W.Gr21 Luft-Luft-Raketen
Roquettes air-air W.Gr21

*2lBlED*t"
*Make 2.
*2 Satz anfertigen.
*Faire 2jeux.

G10

(EEtrffiEJffitrtv 1..)
RATOG

*2TEIED*T"
*Make 2.
*2 Satz anfertigen.
*Faire 2|eux.

xF-631

F'H) (R4M 55mmE1il4r]r'y l-lH"l)Vh>" >
R4M 55mm air-to-air rockets "Orkan"
R4M 55mm Luft-Luft-Raketen "Orkan"
Roquettes air-air R4M de 55mm "Orkan"

(R)

G7

K) < -+>f )vY v TE5H*)
"Wikingershiff" bomb rack
Bombenhalterung "Wikingerschiff"
Supports d bombes "Wikingerschiff"

(R)

c42

c41

AS-5

3G17 (L)

G6

c40

(L)

l< -*>l)t,rvztritf*(L)
"Wikingershiff' bomb rack

R4Mz')t h>KL>>
Orkan

") < -+>?l )t,, v zEEH4E(R)
"Wikingershiff' bomb rack
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(Me262A-1ao)EiE)
Me262 A-1 aftt$Ets ffi 3 tt tc @ l*1 944+

*a z L T l-, /czlt. ztLD)ffi lz*ffiBr* E
Tffi H 3 lr,/cffitft tE t*-L.tr tE RLM74 L 75 L
t\ 5 ;lH)W2e a 2 V - E E z lait#E#z5rlE
d 1r,< ur * t-, /c" tdEdfE*l* [*RLM81 L 82
L ut 5 2 U ->*.o)XXrE#75tE lEltrH a
h,T U\ * f " /Cd6 l.: { y+*.ffi4f;13w0)ffi
EfiSI- I*. EHTEUH L I-, <[Effi IEE L H /A 8
o)ffi 75tf$ z5'f,t tctffiWh\ * ( R 6 tL* U tz "

h=- ' -t><rl,E#+. V2 t) Jl,Efjl. .:(
7 V-EH,)eEE?ffiir l,<6D *.t"

(6{*E^rfiE#8f+<-2>
Gommon markings
Allgemeine Verzierung
D6calcomanies en commun

tsffie

Painting Me26r24-1a
Various painting patterns such as two color
splinter scheme with RLM 81 brown violet
and RLM 82 light green on upper side and/
or mottling camouflage on fuselage side
were seen on the Me262 A-1a. The under-
surface was painted with RLM 76 light blue.
During late WWII, fighters deployed to Air
Defense units over the German homeland
had their fuselages denoted with white and
blue bands. Many Me262 A-la fighters were
seen colored with these white and blue
bands.

Lackierung der Me262 A-1a
Ftir die Me262 A-1a gab es verschiedene
Farlcmuste6 wie etwa Zweifarb-Splitter aus
RLM 81 braunviolett und RLM 82 hellgrtin
an der Oberseite und/oder gefleckten Tar-
nanstrich an den Rumpfseiten. Die Untersei-

@,@

@,@

te war mit RLM 76 hellblau lackiert. Die zu
Kriegsende zur Verteidigung des Deutschen
Luftraums ausgelieferten Jiiger waren am
Rumpf mit weiBen und blauen Bdndem ge-
kennzeichnet. An einer ganzen Reihe
Me262 A-1a Jiger war diese Markierung zu
sehen.

Peinture du Me262 A-1a
Les Me262 A-1a regurent de nombreux sch6-
mas de camouflage en lignes bris6es ou en
tdches de brun-violet RLM 81 et de vert
clair RLM 82 sur les surfaces sup6rieures et
les flancs du fuselage. l- intrados 6tait quant
ir lui, peint en bleu clair RLM 76. Vers la fin
de la 2nde Guene Mondiale, une "bande de
d6fense du Reich" fut appliqu5e d l'anidre
du fuselage pour faciliter I'identification des
appareils de chasse allemands comme les
Me262 A-1a.

@;@

4
@

Or/

o,@

@,@,@-@,@,@
*#eto}EE Btl€iEtr ?< lEt Lro
*Select siBxr red or &ck nw*lUp.
* scftrrtrBma*rryn "igln6 ,
*c* is hgmaruffi*frg€rri ,

,@"
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KZz4 t:<-2at*Dh'tc}
Ot* D t.r,tv-2 E/\U= T+llD dA= *f"
@v-2daaa*Et t of}t*I0f; l-,<25.
B t i )|,#o)fi'@tt- ro 

= 
* T"

@6fi8@r*UZ+T#A. EE5 tzzt v
-, Z. 7= < l. d {t<'E7 )1,1.& l./ < < ti
d Lr"
@#1.,, l, 7k2,2 Lt < v - 2 E h 6 t, /4-75i 5.
E1.,ur{161;dB l./Ef T"
@ii b 5 75\ r\fr? Y -, d)frBJofi;A E A
l./H l.//C75t5, ,ii l.r? WA&5Ete<zkll
at o*.t"

DECAL APPLICATION
1.Cut off decal from sheet.
2.Dip the decal in tepid water for about 10
sec. and place on a clean cloth.
3.Hold the backing sheet edge and slide
decal onto the model.
4.Move decal into position by wetting decal
with finger
S.Press decal gently down with a soft cloth
until excess water and air bubbles are gone.

ANBRINGUNG DES ABZIEHBILDES
l.Abziehbild vom Blatt ausschneiden.
2.Das Abziehbild ungefdhr 10 Sek. in lau-
vvarmes Wasser tauchen, dann auf saube-
ren Stoff legen.
3.Die Kante der Unterlage halten und das
Abziehbild auf das Modell schieben.
4.Das Abziehbild an die richtige Stelle

schieben und dabei mit dem Finger das Ab-
ziehbild naBmachen.
5.Das abziehbild mit weichem Stoff ganz
andriicken, bis kein uberfliissiges Wasser
und keine Luftblasen mehr vorhanden sind.

APPLICATION DES DECALCOMANIES
l.D6coupez la d6calcomanie de sa feuille.
2.Plongez la d6calcomanie dans de l'eau
tidde pendant 10 secondes environ et po-
ser sur un linge propre.
3.Retenez la feuille de protection par le c6t6
et glissez la d6calcomanie sur le moddle 16-
duit.
A.Placez la d6calcomanie i l'endroit voulu
en la mouillant avec un de vos doigts.
S.Pressez doucement la d6calcomanie avec
un tissu doux jusqu'd ce que l'eau en excds
et les bulles aient disparu.

(A=t{z/l,6lE|l)
Engine nacelle R, fuselage side
Motorgehduse R, Rumpfseite
Nacelle moteur G, c6t6 fuselage

4sv-2 --..-..@
Not used.
Nicht venruenden.
Non utilis6e.

t"
@

trffio
s @e

tit (
,'r.,\ :.-',i*'{f

\L

trffio
@e

': 
'!

'.. ,)..
in

.s.$

loo

-'"ili]:""
rp'

b",\,
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iHs4h#ffiEtr (HEf,ffi) H l['ft{Tffi (#E6E'FEE)
m. / KG(J)54

*v -, @- @t*.2 u P - t \-'y @* t?fiE
7tfr7 tet 

= 
EEH U? < rid r,\"

*Use decals @ -@ it lot painting the plane.
*Die Abziehbilder Q$-@) verwenden, wenn der
Rumpf nicht bematt wid.
*Utiliser les d6calcomanies @ d@ lorsque
I'avion n'est pas peint.

AS-24

@.@

@,@ @,@

@,@ @,@

@,@

*v -, @ r**nurm ufrE?. r1eJbfrBl
E6C*DETT"
*Apply decd @to both sides of engine na-
celle in the same way.
*Auftleber Q$ ebenso auf beiden Seiten der
Motorgehduse anbringen.
*Appliquer les d6calcomanies @de h m&
me maniBre de chaque c6t6 des nacelles.

14 61091 Me262 A-la Clear Edition (1056296)



(EIJffiTFEE) W.Nr.l 1 1 603 1 945+ F
W.Nr. 1 11603, Spring 1945

*v -, @ r*+nuem UEE?. rt,lbfrflt
tEgt*D-d"
'tApply decal @ to both sides of engine na-
celle in the same way.
*Aufkleber @ ebenso auf beiden Seiten der
Motorgehduse anbringen.
*Appliquer les d6caliomanies @de h m6-
Motorgehduse anbringen.
*Appliquer les d6caliomanies @de h m6-
me maniErc de chaque c6t6 des nacelles.
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262tffiffi W.Nr.170071
Erprobungskommando 262 W.Nn 170071

ORefer to the separate shest (painting guide) for camouflagre pattems and markings.
OF0rTambemalung und Markierungen das beiliegende Blaft (Lackieranleitung) beachten.
OSe reporter aux instructions s6par6es (guide de peinture) pour le camouflage et les malquarges.

*v -, @ t'2 u P - t \-,yo) * * TfiEaru< /c & 3 tu IEH t/ < < E e L\.
*Use decal Qfl if qot painting the plane.
*Das Abziehbild Q$ verwenden, wenn der Rumpf nicht bemalt wird.
*Lltiliser la d6calcomanie ,Qfl lorsque l'avion n'est pas peint.

o

*EEBt/e< UtzD. zlc
Lttcfilt, Z@77'yh-
lt<HEB?t tch Z9 7 -+t-UZIUXIE?eE*t\/cti
ll*t" *,tc. *lth79
Y-U-EZt.HEe)Et
t6DAL,. EEts@t'iET
e,*te6Ze75t?E:f q
#t/ < t*gtr7?<-t
- ts"Z EF?AiEir\err€ <
/iet\"

o (Ee*go)ef|lHx)
T o)h - l: lzbratc0)ft,e, {tEf. SE*B.
E#EEA U c h,D e Ee.^. U < < /i e t\.,2'=
*flff EC?75.z7r. {tGtEG*E:l/ct*. E
ffidrHEf (1 00Et)tTt*gJ+q) & -#l-rsH t/
i^ar< /iAt\"
@ (sEffiEtd)Ef|Jffix)
s,lEEo)rALHfiE@iE{=il t T @ h - t: d**
IEITEM#E. 7'_)b. *FE€. *Efff;. &I
tE'daEe,^. < fd3 L\" ffii  {iFfffi tEt*tffi
*Et*S*= trlc/d E. trEg:5l'0081 0-9-1 1 1 8.
,[^.#e.EE{H4?rsffii ( ti8ur"
O (t#?o) ElEt g tfUH tr/eti tJ :l 9)
/r-vfteErrz<ftEt E +fit6+ (31 5E) t e
€Er,r fc fi t17ru. fterlAr\ tE J D a#7 0)

aEt6ED *t"
(r=?r-F)
t =Ph- FEfiJHa*z*f EEilHo),^.+r)rF
< fi!p??. #u < t*. h79<-v-87*.
?rsHeb€< tiar\"
(lliEIt\6trlt*E)
FE o54-283-OOO3
FH 03-3899-3765 (ffiE^EfrEix)
E*E|E/+E (E-GEE) > 8 : oo-20 : oo

S t' E' tBE ) 8:00-17:00

.:g---\ OrS?@fi -A^-YEt*EE/cilf,t(*t??. rfoelE</iau\"
wv.iamiyg,.Gom

AFTER MARKET SERVICE CARD
When purchasing Tamiya replacement
parts, please take or send this form to
your local Tamiya dealer so that the parts
required can be correctly identified and
supplied. Please note that specifications,
availability and price are subject to
change without notice.
Parts code ITEM 61091
0006386. ...A Parts
9006356. ...B Parts
0606184. ...C Parts
0606185. ...D Parts
0006387. ...E Parts
9006359. ...F Parts
9006380. ...G Parts
0006389. ...H Parts (1 pcJ
9116014. ...J Parts
9406123. .NoseLandingGearBay
9496044. ..Decal
1056296. .....lnstructions
1256042. ...PaintingGuide

[ffiffi,A'la -^c rf;l
1 l8 *fFtYU -X NO.g 1 (2tJ? --7.P et)
>l,y+t -! =iv !.. Me262A-1 a

Etr rmI

r#(
R*

For Japanese use only ! |TEM 61091

*EAdo ffi& ttA E,': i *F, v- t: 4 & Anr b D *. T "
0903

ftiltHm
61091 Me262 A-1a Clear Edition (1056296)
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9006356
0606184
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0006387
9006359
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91 16014
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1 056296
1256042
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lUlc262A{a
CLEAR EDITION
1/48 SCALE AIRCRAFT SERIES NO.91

@,@

@,@

1148Ef.F,jvt)-xtlo.91
)bynt-y#vF |,llffi2A-la
(rtJ'lr-Ti<y=:t)

ITEM 61091

6,S

@,@

'O,@

l/rrl 262tffiWW.Nr.17OO71
Ea_] Erprobungrskommando 262 w.Nr. 17w71

'O,E;@-O,,6',@
rfi tr.Dt*5 EDrEilA,?< rEtr\
**tctfrrdaHlmrgB
*meffifffiiqmadkr.
*Cftt**ente h mrq4s ru;gEs or nds.

@,@
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AS-3 qbl)U->
Gray Green

AS'4 ,l/1t\l*Dyts
GrayViolet

*Y - r,@rt ? t) y - t \-':t @ t*,:rffiag ?
fe&r:*tr- tz? ('fi6 ur"
*Use decal \D if nqt pinting trre plan€.
*om Abzldrbild @ veruranden, wenn der Rumpf
niet* bEmaltudrd.
*ufitiser la ddcalconranie @ brsque I'avion n'st
pas pernt

AS-5
=41-))t -Light Blue

MMIB.
c(x,rx

--
ENAMEL PAINT

t:?h1-(t>^D)
rtll,gl$[

IAMITA TilMIN
G(X,IX GOIIX

-- --
ACRYLIC PAINT LACQUER PAINT

9i?hr- (t>^D) r:lhi-.av-tilr\1v-
vrUJtfrH avh-**N

ftftffi#m
A, SHTZUOKA-C|TY, JAPAN. 1256042



The Dawning of a New Age in Fighter Aviation Technology, The Jet
Age

With the outbreak of World War 1I in 1939 countries pushed for advan-
ces in military technology. Some of the most groundbreaking of these de-
velopments were made in aviation technology, especially in fighter-plane
aviation. Propeller planes were thought to have reached their limit when
they started breaking altitude records of 10,000 meters and maximum
speeds of 600km/h. When reciprocating engines capable of 2000hp out-
put were produced, flying performance would be pushed to even greater
heights. However, aviation engineers were realizing that reciprocating en-
gines were also reaching their limit on the stage of fighter-plane aviation.
Even with revolutionary aerodynamic advances such as the laminar flow
wing, aviation experts began realizing that the era of the reciprocating en-
gine fighter planes was nearing an end.

England and Germany both actively researched into the next generation
of fighter plane, and Germany was the first to develop such a fighter.
With the development of the German MesserschmittMe262 jet fighter,
nicknamed "Schwalbe" (swallow), the Jet Age began.

England And Germany- Pioneers of the Jet Engine
In April 1937, English engineer Frank Whittle developed the first jet en-

gine. At around the same time, Dr. Hans von Ohain completed a jet en-
gine with 150kg of thrust. However, the two engineers were completely
unaware of each other's presence, and the significant mechanical differen-
ces in the jet engines they created reflected this circumstance. In Germa-
ny, the axial flow engine was developed and in England the centrifugal
engine was developed. At first many difficulties occurred in the develop-
ment of each engine, but little by little improvements were made and ex-
pectations for application of these engines in actual planes increased. In
particular, Ohain's jet engine concept had such far-reaching impact that
it would define a new era of aviation technology.
After hearing of Ohain's revolutionary concept, famous German aircraft

builder Ernst Heinkel immediately requested experimental aircraft de-
sign to employ the new axial flow engine. On August 24th 1939, the
Hel78 made a successful flight and clocked a top speed of 700km/h (em-
ploying the HeS3B engine with 450kg of thrust). Later, Heinkel would
develop the He280 jet plane that would clock in a record speed of
800km/h. However, due to the fact Heinkel was in poor favor with the
German hierarchy, the He280 would never see the light of day as a fight-
er plane.

)uetze

The following is a brief description of axial flow and centrifugal jet en-
gines. First off, here's a brief explanation of how a jet engine works:
1. Compresses air via air compressor device.
2. Air is forced into combustion chambers where fuel is sprayed into it
and mixture is ignited.
3. Rapidly expanding gases are exhausted through the rear of the combus-
tion chambers.
4. As gases leave the engine they pass through a fan-like set of blades
(turbine) which rotates the turbine shaft. This shaft, in tum, rotates the
compressor to bring in a fresh supply of air through the intake.

The characteristics ofcentrifugal and axialjet engines are as follows:
Axial Flow: Air intake flows parallel to rotor shaft and through multi-
stage turbines. For this reason, compression efficiency is high and high
levels of thrust are possible. Intended for high-speed aircraft as the front
area of engine can be made small. However, construction can be com-
plex and expensive.
Centrifugal: Air intake hits end of rotor shaft at right angle - airflow
forced outward from center. (On principle) A centrifugal jet contains
only one turbine, so air compression efficiency and thrust are comprom-
ised. Also, the front area of the engine must be enlarged, creating in-
creased drag. However, construction is relatively simple and inexpensive,
and maintenance is easy.
1002 02002 TAMTYA

Note: The front part of the jet engine should always be the determining
factor when distinguishing an axial flow from a centrifugal jet engine, as

turbine and rear engine construct may vary. In fact, England had created
both types of jet engine constructs. The Gloster 828129 featured a centri-
fugal engine construct on the front part and an axial flow construct on
the rear part of its jet engines. Also, the jet engines of the German
He178, which were axial flow in front and centrifugal in the rear por-
tion, were of a completely different construct than the axial flow jet en-
gines employed on the Me262. Today, both types of jet engines can be
found.

The Birth of the Me262
Whereas the Heinkel Company was running behind in its development

of a jet fighter plane, the Messerschmitt Company was right on sched-
ule. The Messerschmitt Company had plans to employ the BMW003 ax-
ial flow engine. Ironically however, the airframe for the new jet plane
was completed before the new jet engine, and as such the fust Me262
(V1) made its test flight equipped with a 750hp Junkers Jumo210G reci-
procating engine mounted in its nose. After the BMW engines were in-
stalled, the plane made another test flight with 2 BMW engines on either
wing and the Jumo reciprocating engine still mounted in the nose area.
However, both BMW engines failed during the test flight. Plans to incor-
porate the BMW engines were abandoned and the Jumo004 (known as

the T1 engine) was selected. Finally, on July l&th, 1942, a new proto-
type, the Me262 V3, flew solely on jet power, heralding in the dawn of a
new era in aviation. 

)^lezozvs

In truth, this fust successful jet-powered test flight of the Me262 came
three years after that of the He178 and one year after that of the He280.
However, the flight performance of the Me262 was revolutionary, as it
not only outclassed contemporary reciprocating engine fighters, but also
exhibited superiority over the He178 and He 280. This superior flight
performance of the Me262 did not go unnoticed. After observing a test
flight, the General of Fighters, Adolf Galland was inspired enough to
comment, "Es ist, als ob ein Engel schiebt!" ("It flew as though the an-
gels were pushing!"). Here is a glimpse at some of the revolutionary
specif,rcations of the Me262.

Me262 Basic Specifications
OWing span:12.65m
OFuselage length: 1 0.6m
OWing surface area:21.7 sq. meters OEngine: Jumo004B
OThrust:890k9 Ocrew: t OWeight unequipped: 3800k9
OWeight fully equipped: 6120k9 OFuel: 2550 liters

Performance
OfUax. speed: 870km/h (at altitude 9000m)
OCtlmU rate: 6min. 50sec. to 6000m
Otvtax. altitude: 11,450m Otvtax. range: 1050km
OStandard armament: MK108 30mm cannons x4

Although production and deployment was planned before the Me262,
the He280 would never become a reality and the Me262 would go down
in history as the world's first jet fighter.

Me262 Construction
All Me262 prototypes up till the V4 were equipped with tfuee-point

rear landing gear typically found on contemporary prop planes. The rea-
soning behind this type of landing gear was to prevent debris and such
from being sucked into the plane when taking off from grass-land and
dirt airfields. However, for the sake of engine performance and ease of
operation, theMe262 soon had its landing gear switched to nose-housed
landing gear. Also, the newly designed l8.5-degree receding wings of
theMe262 were never before seen in aviation history.
The Jumo004B engines were affixed to the wings via tlree bolts and
were well received for their
ease of maintenance. The

ffi3:l"il'#Yffi".;"tJ:: ffi
man airciaft, but also 6srr,- ffi -E&
onstrated superiority over $/1/ fi
British RAF's Gloster Mete- q\\\ E *
or jet fighter. Moreover, \\\l ffi
witti regiras to the Me 'NNN
262's armament. though ca- \%
pable of only short range at-
tack, the fighter's four can-
nons flred large 30mm rounds. This was

)Jumo004B engine

the first quadruple carnon
equipped on a German aircraft.



Me262 Gloster Meteor E I

Weight
Unequipped 3,800k9 4,490k9

Wing Surface
Area

21.7m2 37.7m2

Thrust 890k9 x2 765k9 x2

Top Speed 870km/h 660km/h

Wing Surface
Thrust Ratio 82.0km/m'2 40.6km/m'?

Weight
Thrust Ratio 0.47 0.29

The Swallow vs. the Meteor
If the Me262 could be said to have a rival, the RAF Gloster Meteor F.1

class (early production) jet fighter, would be just that. Here's a compari-
son of these two aircraft:

Whereas the Me262 made its first successful test flight on jet power rn
July 18th, 1942, the Meteor made its first successful jet powered flight
on March 5th, 1943. Yet while the Meteor can be said to be the newer of
the two jets, the above chart reveals that the Me262 is without a doubt
the more advanced of the two aircraft in terms of overall performance.
With its more powerful engine, swept-back wings, and the fact that it
was over 600kg lighter and about 200km/h faster, the Me262 exhibited
superiority over the Meteor. If the two jet fighters had ever met in com-
bat, the advantage would obviously lie with the Me262. Even after the
RAF improved the F.l with the introduction of the F.3 class, this upgra-
ded version of the Meteor still wasn't quite at the same caliber as the
Me262.

I

tJ1*

)The RAF Gloster Meteor E7 c/ass
(Early production)

rx.i;i

Fighter or Fighter/Bomber?
From spring 1944, while Me262 fighters were being completed step by

step, the Luftwaffe would encounter a significant obstacle that would im-
pede the jet fighter's deployment. When American and the British air for-
ces started to make air raids on the German homeland in 1943, the Lufr
waffe estimated that successfully intercepting enemy bombers was of the
utmost priority. The heavily armed, high-speed Me262 was considered
to be the best aircraft to achieve this mission. As this plane was able to
fly 150km/h faster than the Allied escort fighters P-47 and P-51, the
Me262 was ideal for intercepting bombers flying in formation. Luft-
waffe's headquarters, including General of Fighters A. Galland, encour-
aged development of the Me262 as a fighter because it was capable of de-
fending German soil.

Yet despite the obvious power of this fighter, the Me262 would never
have the chance to demonstrate its full potential. In May 1944, Hitler is-
sued strict contrary orders prioritizing the deployment of the A-2a hghf
erlbomber version of the Me262 instead of the fighter version A- la. This
judgement would have severe repercussions on the fate of what was at
that time, the world's top-performance fighter.

2 cannons were omitted and air-toground bombs were adopted.

Me262 A-1a in Combat
While the Me262 A-2a equipped KG 51 was continuing to fight on the
western front, an experimental unit assigned to tactical training and
based in Lechfeld, Germany was equipped with a few Me262A-1a fight-
ers. A-1a fighters in this unit often successfully intercepted allied recon-
naissance planes such as Mosquitoes and Spitfres, gradually proving
their great potential. In September 1944, as intense Allied air strikes on
the German homeland relentlessly raged on, the first front line unit
equipped with fighter versions of the Me262 started to intercept heavy
bombers and their escorting fighters. This unit, called Kommando Now-
otny, was lead by the 250-victory ace Major Walter Nowotny. In Novem-
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ber of the same year, as Allied raids were increasing, turning more and
more German cities into ruins, Hitler authorized urgent mass production
of the Me262 A-la fighter version. This resulted in the organization of
the JG 7 fighter group. The l7O-victory ace Johannes Steinhoff's JG 7
fought until the end of WWII and shot down over 300 allied planes, mak-
ing this unit the most effectiveMe262 unit of the war.

But, the most famous unit was the very unique and highly elite squad-
ron JV 44 which was formed during the closing days of the war in Febru-
ary 1945. The JV 44,lead by General of Fighters A. Galland himself,
was composed of a selection of the best German aces of the war such as
the 30l-victory ace Gerhard Barkhorn, the l97-victory ace Captain Kru-
pinski and Me262 top ace Heinz Biir (22I victones including 16 piloting
theMe262). First deployed in the south suburb of Munich in April 1945,
this unit saw the end of the war in May at Salzburg, Austria, after having
shot down a total of over fifty B-17 andB-Z4 Allied bombers and thus
proving the superiority of the Me262 when piloted by experts.

Me262 A-laArmament
TheMe262 A-la was equipped

with 4 Rheinmetall-Borsig
30mm MK108 guns mounted in
the nose and capable of downing /..:
4-engine Allied bombers with ,' .
only a few well-placed rounds.
The 2 outboard guns were loa-
ded with 100 rounds and the in-
board guns wee loaded with 80
rounds. The MK108 had a
1050mm overall length, weighed about 58kg and was easy to produce
thanks to press processing. The effective range of this gun was 400m
and the initial speed of rounds was 520m/s.

To add further potential devastation to Allied bombers, the Me262 was
also equipped with air-to-air rockets. Early production examples could
be loaded with tubular launchers packing W.Gr2l rockets (214mm diam-
eter) which had an initial speed of around 300m/s. Even if this low
speed made aiming difficult, fear of its destructive power was very effec-
tive in splitting up Allied bomber formations.

Later, in March 1945, the Me262 began to be equipped with R4M air-
to-air rockets. Whereas the W.Gr21 rocket was a modified version of ini-
tially land combat developed rockets, the R4M was specifically intended
for air combat. The R4M was a small type rocket (55mm diameter) and
up to 12 ofthem could be loaded on wooden launchers under each wing
of the Me262. The R4M had an initial 530m/s high speed and aiming
was eased thanks to S-stroke stabilizing system tail tip that opened after
launch. The effective range was 900m and only one rocket was sufficient
to shoot down a heavy bomber. Aiming was achieved thanks to a
Revil6B gun sight, which was also used when firing the 30mm guns.
The impressive results of the JV 44, especially those of Galland, were in
much part due to the effective use of R4M rockets. The Me262 tactic
when attacking bombers was to launch all their W.Gr21 and R4M air-to-
air rockets at one time, and after the inevitable breakdown of the bomber
formation, theMe262 would finish them offusing their Mk108 cannons.
The tactic that combined Me262's high speed with high-velocity R4M
rockets revolutionized aviation combat.

)R4M 55m m air-to-air rockeB "O*an"

Stabilizing fin folded

:

Remaining Me262
You can observe theMe262 at the following museums; Deutsches Mu-

seum in Germany; National Air and Space Museum, Planes of Fame,
United States Air Force Museum in the United States; and RAF Cosford
Aerospace Museum in the United Kingdom. TheMe262 in Cosford is in
good condition and a detached MKl08 cannon can be seen beside it.
There is information that 3 Me262s with brand new airframes and No-
throp T-38 engines are now under construction in the United States.

Bottom side of wing

.I/48 MESSERSCHMITT Me262 A-1a
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