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F'—b Ny > l fThe Curtiss P-40 Warhawk was an American single-engine. single-seat. all-metal fighter
CITIELn

1 P4 and ground attack aircrall that first flew in 1938. The P-40 dcesign was a modilication of
- | the previous Curtiss P-36 Hawk which reduced development time and enahled a rapid
‘ entry into production and operational service. The W arhawk was used by the air forces of

28 nations. including those of most Allied powers during W orld War Il. and remained in
fromt line service until the end of the war, It was the third most-produced American
fighter, after the P-51 and P-47; by November 1944, when production of the P-40 ceased,
13,738 had been built, all at Curtiss-W right Corporation's main production facilities at
i Buffalo, Ncw York. The P-40E or P-40E-1 was similar in most respects to the P-40D .
except for a slightly more powerful engine and an extra .50 in (12.7 mm ) gun in each
wing, bringing the total to six. Somc¢ aircralt also had small undecrwing bomb shackles.
Supplied to the Commonwealth air forces as the Kittyhawk Mk IA. The P-40E was the
variant that bore the brunt of air-to-air combat by the type in the key period ol early to
mid 1942, for example with the first US squadrons to replace the AV G in China (the AV G
| | was already transitioning to this type from the P-40B/C), the type used by the Australians
— — at M ilne Bay, by the New Zcaland squadrons during most of their air to air com bat, and
S by the RATF/Commonwealth in North A frica as the Kittyhawk 1A .

~— K\\'ewould like to express our thanks to M r. Terry M cGrady for his help with the kit. ]
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