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SOPWITH PUP
:-. zcz-o-s* vzniku noveho jednomfstneho stihaciho dvouplosnfku Sopwith Pup, oficialne

::-::;.3-e-io Sopwith Scout (RFC), nebo Sopwith Type 9901 (RNAS), byl uzce spjat s
e';_~e~i S-" IB.P. Slo o osobni letadlo zkusebniho pilota firmy Sopwith H. Hawkera, ktere si
-z---'^<ie; H. Smith vybral za vzor pfl stavbe noveho Sopwithu. 9,unora 1916 byl zdarne
-c<oncen prvni prototyp serioveho cfsla 3691 a zasldn k testum ke Kralovske letecke ndmorni
s jzbe (RNAS), Vysledky testu prokazaly snadnou pilotdz a skvele letove vlastnosti, pro ktere
byl pozdeji Sopwith Pup uspesne pouzfvdn admiralitou, pozemnim letectvem, jednotkami
domobrany a po nahrazenf modernejsfmi typy slouzil k vycviku mladych piiotu.

Celkem bylo vyrobeno 1847 letadel Sopwith Pup, z nichz 97 kusii dodala firma Sopwith, 80
kusu tovarna Beardmore a o zbytek se podelily firmy Standard Motor Co. a Whitehead
Aircraft.

Mezi nejvetsf bojove uspechy patrf zniceni vzducholodi LZ 23 B.A.Smartem, nebo sestfelenf
trf nepfatelskych letadel behem jedineho letu J.S.T.Fallem.

Standard™ vyzbroj tvofil jeden synchronizovany kulomet Vickers raze 7,7mm. Mimo to byly
Pupy dale vyzbrojovany podle zpusobu nasazeni, naprfklad pumami, raketami Le Prieur ci
vzhuru stfOejfcim kulometem Lewis pro utoky na vzducholode. Nektere namofnf Sopwithy Pup
byly vybaveny namfsto kol lyzemi.

TECHNICKA DATA
Pro motor Le Rhone (80 konD Vlastnf hmotnost 357 kg
Rozpetf 8,07 m Vzletova hmotnost 555 kg
Delka 5,88m Max. rychlost 179km/h
Vyska 2,76 m Dostup 5335 m

SOPWITH PUP
The origin of the T.O.M. Spowith company's new single-place fighter biprane, officially

designated as Sopwith Scout ( in RFC service) or Sopwith Type 9901 ( in RNAS service) was
closely connected with the S-l T.B.P. biplane. That machine was built by a Sopwith factory
test pilot Harry Hawker as his personal mount. H. Smith, the company's designer, took that
machine as a basis for the new Sopwith scout - i.e. fighter. On 9th February 1916 the
prototype, serialled 3691, was successfully completed, flown and sent to operational testing
with the Royal Naval Air Service. The test results proved the machine easily controllable and
possessing excellent flying qualities, These virtues were at the root of subsequent operational
successes of the Sopwith Pup in the Navy, the Royal Flying Corps, with the Home Defence
units and, once supplanted in the first-line service by more modern types, with the flight
training units, where it helped to bring the young fighter pilots up to operational standards.

Altogether 1847 Sopwith Pups were produced, of which 97 were manufactured by the
parent Sopwith company, 80 machines delivered the Bearmore factory and the rest was
produced by the Standard Motor Co. and by the Whitehead Aircraft,

Among the major combat successes of the Sopwith Pup fighters belonged the
destruction of the Zeppelin LZ 23 airship by B. A. Smart, or shooting down of three enemy
aircraft during single sortie by J. S. T. Fail,

The standard armament fit consisted of a single Vickers 0,303 machine gun, synchonized
to fire through airscrew disc. Further modifications according to the operational tasks were
made, e.g. installation of racks for small-calibre bombs for ground-attack tasks and also
installation of le Prieur rockets and/or oblique upward-firing Lewis MG for Zeppelin-busting.

Some naval Sopwithes were flown also with a skid undercarriage instead of a wheeled
one.

TECHNICAL DATA
For Le Rhone rotary engine of 80 HP Empty weight 357 kg
Wing span 8,07 m Take-off weight 555 kg
Length 5,88m Max. speed 179km/h
Height 2,76 m Service ceiling 5335 m



Sopwith Pup, 9899,
No. 4 (Naval)
Squadron, Dover,
October 1917.
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Sopwith Pup, A648,
No. 54 Squadron,
Royal Flying Corps,
France, December
1916.
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