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INTRO

Mo cther aircraft of the German Lufiwafie is so intimately connectad with its rize and fall in the course of the Secand Warld War than the Messerschmitt Bf 109, This type,
by whose evoluion outlived the era in which it was conceptualized, bore the brunt of Luftwalfe duties from the opening battles of Mari Germany through o her final
dawnfall. The history of the aircraft beging during 1934-35, when the Reich Ministry of Aviation formulated a requirement for the development of a single-engined
maonaplaneg fighter. Proposals were submitted by Arado, Heinkel, Focka-Wulf and Bayerische Flugzeugwerke. The last menfioned firm featured a fechnical director named
Professor Willy Messerschmitt, who was riding a wave of popularity based on the success of his recent liason aircrafl, the Bf 102, His goal was to conceive of an aircraft
with the best possible performance for the specified wenight, size, and aerodynamic gualities. Over the subseguent months, several protolypes were built that served first
and foremast in development flights and further modifications, The aircraft was relatively small, and compared to the prevailing trends of the time, docile with revolutionany
features such as lowwing design, theuseof a retractable landing gear, a wing with a very narrow profile, wing slats, landing flaps, weapons firing thraugh the prop hub, and
50 on. Even the anclosad cockpit and the method of construction were notwery comman just four years prior to the beginning of the Sscond World War. At its conception,
the Bf 108 was a very promising assel despits some powerplant troubles, These were solved by the intreduction of the DB 601, This engine, together wilh its extrapalated
development DB &035, is umbilically connectad lo the types success. These two-row, twelve cylinder inverted V engines powered several tens of thousands of "109s in aver
25 varzions and variants.

The first combat use was by three developmental Bf 109s in the Spanish Civil War, where they were delivered in December 1936 The pre-series aifframes were to, first
aof all, validate the aircraft's sbilities in modern aeral combat. Shortly thereafter, production machines in the form of the Bf 1068-1 began fo reach 2088, the Legion
Condar. The desire of Germany to demonsirate her aerial prowess to polential foes was advanced further in internatianal sport meets. The triumphs attainad in Zurich
in the summer of 1937 were complemented several months later by grabbing the speed record of 810,95 kph. In wery short order, the progressive developments
represented by the C. D and E versions appeared. Despite this, the delivery of the types to combat units did not sustain a rate that was desired by military brass. Even
by August 1838, the BF 109 accounted lor less than half of the 543 front fine fighters in service. The later manths saw an increass in these rates. By the time of the invasion
of Poland (which saw the participation of only a lithe more than 200 sircraft) the Luftwaffe possessed the best fighter produced in continental Europe. With both
a qualitative and quantilative advantage, the fighier wing of the Luftwaffe entered the Polish campaign. the first defenses of the Fatherdand, Blitzkrieg against the Wast,
and the Battle for France. With one footin the door that was the English Channel, the Luftwaffe ambarked on the attacks on Britain in the summer months of 1940, Here, the
first weakness of the Bf 109 was revealed: the inability to carmy drop tanks that would have enabied the type to effectively escort bombers to England. This was one of the
factors that made the defeat of the Lufiwaffe in the Ballle of Britain possible. Experiences gained in 1940 led to the development of the 'F' version prior to the spring of 1941.
The elegance of the Bf 109 crasted with the ‘Fricdrich’. Following a largely defensive stance aver the Channel and northern France, the Bf 109F took on @ more offensive
role in Operation Barbarossa in the east, and in northerm Africa, In later duties with the ‘Jagdwaffe’ during the second phase of the war in the east, and in the 'Defense ofthe
Reich'from 1843 to 1945, the Bf 109 served in the farm of the ‘G version, followed by the 'K'. Even if by the end of the war it was clear that the development of the Bf 109
was exhausted, during its combat caraer, the bype was able (o keep pace with the foes that it encountered. Besides its primary function as fighter, the Bf 108 also appeared
as afighter-bomber, reconnaissance platfarn, night fighter, trainer 2nd Rammijager.

The disappearance of the Bf 109 from the skies over Europe was not spelled out by the end of the war. Several examples were in Swiss service up o 1949, and many
flew in the air force of Czechaslavakia in both original foerm with a DE 605 powerplant and as aircraft built out of necessity with surplus Jumo 2115, The latter type also
served as the first fighter to fight for the independence of the newty farmed state of Israel. Finland retired the type as recently as 1934, and Spain didn't retire its HA-1109-
1112, re-engined Bf 1095, until 1967 The legendary low-wing fighter of Prafessor Willy Messersehrmitt survived the state that developed it

UVODEM

Zadny jiny strof némecké Luftwaffe neni vyrazngji spojen s jejim vzestupem a padem ve 2, svitové valoe, nef stihaci Messarschmitt BF 100, Letoun, ktery svou
koncepei virazng pledbéhl dabu, ve kieré vznikal, se stal tahounem stihaciho letectva od prunich valegnych kenflikid nacistického Mémecka, a2 do jeho hofkého konce.
Historie letounu se zading v obdabi let 1934-35, kdy Ridské ministerstve letectvi formulovalo specifikace zakazky na vivoj jednomotorove jednoplogné stihathky. Projekiu
s& zulastnily firmy Arado, Heinkel, Focke-Wulf 3 Baverische Flugzeugwerke. \V pasledni jmenované pisobil na postu technického feditcle profesar Willy Messerschmitt,
jeho? popularita s2 nesla na ving Gspéchu nedaune dokanteného kurimiho Bf 108, Jeho cilem bylo vylvofit letoun s co nejvétsim pomérem wikonu k calkové hmatnosti,
velikosti @ aerodynamickym viastnostem, ' priobéhu nésledujicich mésich vzniklo nékolik prototypd, kere slouZily zejména ke zkouskim a daldimu vvoji. Letoun byl
pomarné maly, oprol stivajicim zvyklostern relatin® jemny, & revoludnimi konstrukanimi prvky jako byla dolnokfidld kencepes, poufitl zatahavaciho podvozku, kfidio
& velmmi Stiklym profilem, pohyblive slaty, vellakovs kKlapky, zbrané stfilejici osou vriule, atd, Dokonce uzaviratelny pfekryt kabiny nebo skofepinova kanstrukce nabyly
Etyii roky pled zalitkem 2. svétové vilky tak obwyklym jevem, j2k by se z dnedniho pohladu mohlo zdat. Bf 109 byl jiZ od podatky svého vyvaje, i pies problémy
§ pohonnou jednotkou, velmi nad&jnim projektem. Problémy s pohonem vyredila aZ zastavba motory DB 601. Ten je spolu s pozdéjEim DB 605 neadmyslitelné spojan
s Gspéchy Bf 109. Radovy invenni dvanactivalec do ¥ pahanél nékolik desitek tisic vyprodukovanych stodevitek® va vice nef 25 verzich a variantach.

K prenimu bojevému nasazeni t zkudsbnich kust Bf 109 dosio za obfansks wilky ve Spandlsku, kam byly odeslény v prosing 1936, Stroje z pfedsériovs vyroby maly
predeviim ukdzat schopnosti letounu v moderni leteckd valce, Masledné se do bojového nasazeni u 2..).85 Legion Condor zadaly doslavat i sériove stroje varianty
Bf 109B-1. Snaze MEmecka ukazoval svou leteckou sils potencialnim protiviikim napomahalz | sportevni klani, Triumf letouni Bf 109 na leteckém mitinku v Curychu
v ElE 1937 byl doplnén o nékolik mésicl pozdéji ustanovenim rychlostnibo rekordu 610,35 kmvh, Ve velmi kratkych Zasovich dsecich nasledovaly verze C, D a E. Presto
viak doplfiovani novich strajl k bojovim (tvarim nepokradovala tempem, mtery by si veleni mohlo pfat JeSté v srpnu roku 1838 heofila vizboj letouny B 108 méné nez
polavinu 2 543 stihaél prvni linie, Oviem béhem nasledujicich masisl roku se te mpa dodavek k bojovim Glvarim zrychlilo. V okamzik pfepadeni Polska [kterého se viak
z0Zastnilo jen o malo vice ne dvé sté BF 109) tak Luftwaffe disponovals zajisté nejlepdi stihatkou, jaka byla v kontinentain Evropd vyrobena. 8 technickou | mnoZstevni
plavahou tak stihaci &ast Luftwalle abselvovala polskou kampar, prvni cbranu Vaterlandu, Blitzkrieg proti zépadu | bitvu o Francii, 5 jedniou nohou vykrodenaou pfes kandl
La Manche zahdjila Luftwaffe v letnich mésizich roky 1840 Utoky na Britdnii. W tu dobu se mj. projevil jeden vaZng nedostatel Bf 109 - nepfipravenost konstrukee stroje
na neseni pildavnd nadrze, kterd by zvydila dolet letounu péi doprovodu bombardsrd nad Britdni. Tato edanliva malifkost byls jednim z faklom, které zapfi&inily parasku
Luftwaffe v Bitvé o Briténii. Zkudenosti z bejii v r. 1940 napomohly pfi vivaji verze F, klerd se zacala k bajovim Otvariim dostavat béhem piedjafi 1941, Elegancs Bf 109
u Frigdricha” dosahla vrcholu. Po bojich nad Kandlem a severni Erancii, spise jiZ defenzivniho charakteru, e B 109F zapojily i do itoénych akel, a to zefména pfi operaci
Barbarossa na vichodé nebo v severni Africe. Do pozd&Sich Gkeld Jagdwaffe ve druhé f2zi valky na vichods i do obrany Rise v letech 1943 - 1945 se Zapojovaly
predevaim Bf 109 verze G a v poslednich mésicich valky pak také verze K. Afkoli na konci valky bylo jasné. e kencepce letounu BF 109 se po deseli letech sluZby dostala
na hranici monosti, po celou dobu své bojové Ennest dokazaly jednotlive varianty drZet krok se svymi stihacimi protivniky. Kromé svého prioritnibe uréeni stihaciho
letouni s Bf 108 objevily i v rolich stihaci-bombardovaci, prizkumnd, nodni stihaci, palubni stihaci, cviéné nebo jako Rammjéger.

Mebe se pro Bf 108 nezavielo ani po skonfeni valky, Mekolik strojd sloudfile a2 do roku 1949 ve Svycarsku, mnoheé l&taly v balkdnskych zemich,
v asvobozeném Ceskoslovensku, a to jak v puivadni podabé s motory DB 605, tak v plestaviénd variants s motory Jumo 211, Zejména lylo stroje pozddfi vefily zaklad
letectva braniciho svobadu nove budovandho statu Izracl, Finsko zrudilo BF 109 aZ vroce 1954 a Spandisko opustilo své HA-1109 2 1112 dokonce a2 vroce 1967,
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A Bf 109F-4/Trop, W. Nr. 8438, 4./ JG 27, El Gazala, Libya, end of 1941

Il. Gruppe JG 27, with 4th Staffal constituting its part, was established at Magdeburg-0st Airbase on January 3rd, 1940. This Gruppe participated in the
aperations above Belgium and France, it took part in the Battle of Britain and in January 1241, it was transferred to Wien-Schwechat Airbase. Later, for
a couple of years, the Gruppe operated on the Southern Front. It moved to the African grounds in the second half of September of 1841 and remainad there tll
the beginning of December of the following year. The aircraft, whose standard "desert” camouflage is painted in BLM 78/79, has white propeller spinner and
white band on the tail. Behind the white fuselage circle there is a marking of the 11, Gruppe — a white horizontal band - which was the colour used by the 4th
Staffel. Undermeath the cockpit there is a 4./JG 27 marking —a caricature of an English lion,
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B Bf 109F-4/Trop, flown by Hptm. Eduard Neumann, CO of ./ JG 27, Martuba, Libya,

December 1941

Eduard "Edu” Neumann was born on July 5th 1211 in Molodia in then Austria-Hungary. In 1934, he joined Luftwaffe and went through a fighter pilot training.
He performed two shot downs during the Spanish Civil War and, upon his return, he was appointed 2 commander of 4.00G 134, which was later renamed
to 400G 26. On July 2151, 1840 he was appointed a commander of 1,AJG 27, he fiew with this Gruppe during the Ballle of Britain and shortly also during the
crusade against Yugoslavia. From Aprl 1941 the 1/JG 27, fought under his command in the Marth Africa. On June 8th, 1942 he was appointed to command the
whale JG 27, Meumann led this Geschwader until April 22nd, 1943 and then he handed over the command to Gustav Rédel: Meumann was then assigned
a slaff post, Al the end of WWII his post was Jagdfliegerfiihrer Oberitalien. After war he established an engineering company and continuad flying as a private
pilot. He died on August 9th, 2004, Neumann's aircraft is painted RLM 79 on the upper sides, the undersides are painted RLM 78, Yellow colour of the rudder
bears symbols of the shot downs, white band ahead of the tail parts marks the Luftwalfe aircraft flown in the Mediterranean region, The yvellow-coloured
engine cover bears the emblem of the 1.AJG 27.
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C Bf 109F-4/Trop, flown by Lt. Jiirgen Harder, 7./ JG 53, Martuba, Libya, June 1942

Jirgen Harder was born on June 13th, 1218 in Swineminde {currently the town of Swinoujécie in Poland). He joined Luftwaffe in 1939, After his fighter pilot
training he served at 1Il.AJG 53. With this unit he went through the initiai phase of the invasion of Soviet Union, In May 1942 the Ill, Gruppe was moved fram
south of ltaly to North Africa. Fram February Sth, 1943 Oblt. Harder was a commander of 7.0JG 52 and on February 15th, 1944 he was in command of the
whole lll, Gruppe of JG 53, On February 1st. 1945, as a commander of JG 11, e was awarded Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross with Oak Lesves. On the
February 17th, 1945, fiying the Messerschrmitt Bf 108G-14, he crashed near the town of Strausberg. The reason of the crash was damage on the engine.
During the operational flights in WWII, he achieved 84 victories. The aireraft of Jlrgen Harder were painted in a standard camouflage constituting of RLIM 78
and 73 of the aircraft operating in the Southern Front. The additional marking were white winglips, white propelier spinnar and white band on the tail of the
fuselage. The rudder bore symbols of shot downs, undemezth the cockpit there was a "HARRC" sign to commemarate Harder's brother, whe was shot down
above the English Channel on August 12th, 1940, The resources state that he was shot down by PYO David Crock of Mo, 509 Squadran RAF.
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D Bf 109F-4/Trop, W. Nr. 10137, flown by Oblt. Hans-Joachim Marseille, CO of 3./ JG 27,

Ain-el-Gazala, Libya, June 1942

Harg-Joachim Marseille, a bearer of the Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross with Oak Leaves, Swords and Diamonds, a fighter ace with 158 shot downs, used
this aircraft from June Gth to 18th, 1942, Afler Marseille’s departure for operational legve, the plane remained at 3rd Staffel JG 27 and on July 25th, 1942 the
Allied raid, aimed at the Turbiya Airfield in Egypt, destroyed it. The camouflage consists of a continuous RLM 79 Sandgell paint on the upper sides and RLM
78 Himmelblau on the undergides, the rudder shows symbols of particular shot downs till that time. The marking of the Lufiwaffe aircraft used in the
Mediterranean were white wingtips, white propeller spinner and white band ahead of the tail surfaces.

|H1 s | 5
|cez 35 &

26

CESKOL VERZI TEXTU MALEZMETE MA

e el e s za el L sso

B POD KATALOGOVYM CISLEM 11118

5 35 B




E Bf 109F-4/Trop, W. Nr. 10154, flown by Lt. Friedrich Kérner, 2./ JG 27, Ain-el-Gazala, Libya,

June 1942

The later bearer of the Knight's Cross, Friedrich Karner, joined Luftwaffe on NMovember 15th, 1939, On July 4th, 1941, after his fighter pilot training, he was
assigned to 2.1JG 27 where he achisved all of his success. On July 4th, 1842 he was shot down flying a Bf 109F-4/Trop W. Nr. 8696 during the attack on the
bombing squadron of the Allies, The pilot who shot him down was a South African flying ace Lt. Lawrence Waugh of Mo, 1 Squadron SAAF on Hurricane
M.lle, Komer saved his life on & parachute, and then he was capiured. He was released from Canadian prison camp in 1947, In 1955 he joined the
re-established Luftwaffe whers he served till June 197%. He died in Paris, an September 3rd, 1998. Lt Kirmer's aircraft bore a standard Luftwaffe paintapplied
to the planes involved in the African missions, On the rudder there are symbols referring to his shot downs by June 17th, 1942, Worth mentioning is his

remarkable success related to the attacks aimed at the ground targets - on March 21st, 1942, during the battle of Martuba - while performing several
successful sweeps he managed to eliminate 4 tanks.

HEG6
& & 40

H*

H413 H415
CH3 o

e HA 14

G CESKOU VERZI TEXTU MALEZNETE Ma
CE2 | 55;59 . eeglieieante b = LR
51 111 POD KATALODGOWYM CISLEM 11116

23




F Bf 109F-4/Trop, W. Nr. 8596, flown by Ofw. Erwin Sawallisch, 4./ JG 27, Quotaifiya, Egypt,

August 1942

Erwin Sawallizch, participated in Spanish Civil War operations where he shot down three Republican aircrafl. At the beginning of World War Two he was
in the Jagdgeschwader 77 ranks. In the mid 1941, he was transferred to JG 27. He first Nlew as a staff pilot within this squadron and then he was ransferred
lo dth Staffel, where he was taken for an expert. along with Ofw. Bendert, Ofw. Stiegler and ORt. Vgl (“die Experlen”), Thase four pilots werz supposed
to achieve a large number of shot downs during the course of August, though, such deed is considered by some “a debatable deed” — thers were objections
coming from pilols of neighbouring squadrons. The commander of the |l Gruppe (4th Staffel belonged to this Gruppe) later senl these four pilots to several
different squadrons, On August 12th, 1942 the aircraft of Ofw. Sawallisch did not returm from a test flight above the Mediterranean ... This aircraft has
all surfaces of the sides of the fuselage, all the way to the bottom edge of the fuselage, camouflaged by RLM 79. The camouflage was accompanied by the
marking of the aircraft serving in the Southem Front—i.e. white wingtips, white propeller spinner and a while band on the tail of the fuselage. The engine cover
had an emblem of Il. Gruppe JG 27 on both sides.

JLIAKN 3R Sﬂr;!‘ e |

e

Hi13 HA18 HA1 HE1
G113 T1E Ci2 CEO

" H414
Sy

H11

a2
T | v 7 CESKOU VERZI TEXTU NALEZNETE MA
c114 'xﬁ s B e E =
Hit ' > '\\ POD KATALOGOWYM CISLEM 11118
3} 1 6h+58 T
CE 5

18 e

AL [orewame |12




Bf 109F-4/Trop, W. Nr. 8673, flown by Hptm. Hans-Joachim Marseille, CO of 3./ JG 27,

Quotaifiya, Egypt, September 1942

Hans-Joachim Marseille flew this aircraft from August 24th, 1842 10 September 25th, 1942, after his return from Rome. Flying this plane he was credited with
49 shot downs of Allied forces” sircraft; this aircraft was the last “Friedrich” he used. On September 30th, 1942 pilating Messerschmitt Bf 109G-2Trop he lead
3rd Staffel during the escort of Stuka Staffel. His cockpit filled up with smaoke upon his returm o the base and he was forced to catapult himself. His attermpt was
unsuccessful, during his catapult he hit the rudder of his aircraft, consequently he lost consciousness, his parachute then failed to apen and the fall to the
ground became fatal for him. After Marssille's death, W. Nr. 8673, served at 1./ 53 2 where it got lost after being hit by flak south of El Alamein on Qctober 22th,
1942, This aircraft is painted RLM 79 on the uppsr sides and all over the sides of the fuselage, this was an irregularity. The undersides were camouflaged
by RLM 78. The camouflage was complemented by the marking of the aircraft flying in the Southam Front — white wingtips, white propeller spinner and white
band on the tail of the aireraft, The engine cover had |, Gruppe JG 27 emblem on both sides,
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H Bf 109G-2/Trop, 2./ JG 77, North Africa, autumn 1942

The first Gruppe JG 77, with its 3rd Staffel, was established on January 6th, 1242 in Mariupol by renaming the original |, {J) LG 2 unit. After the Eastern Front
operations, at the end of June 1942, the squadron was determined 1o move o the Soulhern Front, first 1o ltaly and then to Africa, It stayved on the Southern
Front till mid 1944 when it moved to Germany. it even overtook an emblem of the |.(J) LG 2 unit, a black "Zylinderhut” in a white circle, which had appeared
an the |G 77 aircraft and remained for more than a year after 1./ JG 77 had been established, Standard camouflage of Lufiwalfe aircraft used in Africa was
supplemented by irregular patches of RLM 80 on the upper sides and on the side of the fuselage. An essential complement constituted of white wingtips, white
propeller spinner and white band on the tail of the fuselage — the marking of the sircraft operating in the Southam Front.
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I Bf 109G-2, flown by Fw. Anton Hafner, 4./ JG 51, Bizerta, Tunisia, November 1942

Anton Hafner was born on June 2nd, 1918 in Erbach near Uim. In 1940 he successfully completed his fighler pilot training. After the training he joined JG 51
and remained in this squadron for the rest of his ighter pilot career, On Argust 22nd, 1942 he shot down his 60th enerny, which brought him the Knight's Cross
of the Iron Cross — he got it the next day. At the beginning of Movember 1942, the Il Gruppe JG 51 moved from the Eastern Front ta Africs. On January 2nd,
1843 Anton Halner was shot down. He survived and upon his return from hospital he joined the Stabstaffel JG 51, On May 15th, 1844 he overtook the
sommand of 8..JG 51. On October 17th, 1844 Oblt. Anton Hafner, the bearer of the Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross with Oak Leaves, shot down his 204th
enemy, the Soviet Yak-7 aircraft. During the battle, while eerforming a low flight with his Messerschmitt Bf 109G-6, he hit a tree and did not survive the crash,
The aircraft of the |1. Gruppe JG 51 moved to Africa from the Eastern Frant bore 3 camouflage with RLM T4/75/76 paint. The yellow identification elemants
marking the air¢raft operating in the Eastern Front, were repainted and substituted by white complements on the wingtips and on the tail of the fuselage. The

rudder bears the sign representing the number of Anton Hafmer's shot dewns. Ahead of the fuselage number there is an irregularity — a white horizontal band
marking the aircraft of the Il Gruppe.
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J Bf 109G-2/trop, W. Nr. 10533, flown by Uffz. Horst Schlick, 1./ JG 77, Bir-el-Abd, Egypt,

November 1942

As afighter pilotin JG 77 ranks, he was a member of this wing from 1942 to 1945, Horst Schlick managed to perform two shot downs on the Eastam Front
and at minimum thirly shot downs on the Western Front. Most of the time he served as a member of its 15t Staffel. In the autumn of 1944, a change cccurred,
Schiick was transferred to 4nd Staffel where he shot down his last enemy. In spring 1945 he was order to move to EJG 2 training unit and later to JG 7,
equipped with jet-powered fighter aircraft Me 262, He did not rmanage to perform any more shot downs. During WWII he parlicipated in 480 operational flights
and shot down 32 enemy planes {some sources state 25 many as 34 shot downs), Horst Schlick aircraft's camouflage was formed by irregular spray-painted
patches of RLM 79 and RLM B0, The undersidas were painted with RLM 78, An essential supplemeant of the marking is the Easlern Fronl marking — while
wingtips, white band on the fuselage and white propeller spinner.

H11 H420 HBGE
G Ci20 ciig 19 !

HEt
|Cd

Ha14
Tild

413 Ha1g H11

H
Tita IET1E [CE2|

CESKOU VERZI TEXTU NALEZMETE MA
R . T o s

POD KATALOZOVYM CISLEM 11116




K Bf 109G-2/Trop, flown by Hptm. Heinrich Bar, CO of I./ JG 77, North Africa, 1942 — 1943

Heinz “Pritzi® Bar was one of the Luftwaffe pilots whe fought at all major battlegrounds of WWIIL He conducted maore than a thousand of operational flights
and had a record of 220 shot downs, He was shot down eighteen times himself. For his achievements in combat he was awarded Knight's Cross of the Iron
Cross with Osk Leaves and Swords. After WWII he: continusd flying as a test pilot on sports aircraft. He died on April 28th, 1857 while performing a cormmaon
flight on an LF-1 Zaunk&nig. Heinz Bar's aircraft, which was found by the Allied forces on African grounds, had a camouflage on upper sides and both sides
of the fuselags in RLM 79. Owver that paint there wers irmsgular swirls painted in RLM 80. The undersides were painted in RLM 78. The camouflage was
complemented by while wingtips, white propeller spinner and white band on the tail of the fuselage - the marking of the aircraft operating in the Southem
Front.
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L Bf 109G-2/R1, W. Nr. 10805, flown by Lt. Wilhelm Crinius, 3./ JG 53, Bizerta, Tunisia,

January 1943

Anative to Hohenhausen, Wilhelm Crinius, joined Luftwaffe in January 1940, After his fighter pilot training in February 1942, he joined 3rd Staffel JG 53 and
fought in Malta, in the Eastern Front and in the Morth Africa. On September 23rd, 1942 he was awarded Knighl's Cross of the Iron Cross with Qak Leaves for
shooting down 100 enemy aircraft. Till Janvary &th, 1943, he added 14 more shot downs. On January 13th, though, his fortune has changed. His aircraft was
hit during the battle with Spitfires near El Kala. Crinius suffered thigh injury and due to the engine fire he was forced to perform a water landing. The next day
fishermean saved him. After he recoverad, he want 1o the POW camp. When World War Two came to an end, he worked as a CEQ of German subsidiary
of Phillips, later as a chairman of the board of Ernst Ddlimann GmbH. In 1288 he ran as a candidate of Deutsche Volksunion party for European Farliament,
He died on April 26th, 1997 in Stuhr, Lower Saxony. Crinius® “Gusta”, camouflaged in RLM 7879 paint, had patches and patterns painted in RLM 80.
Undemeath the fuselage number there is visible repaint of the previous marking, most likely by RLM 78, The rudder baars the painting of the Knight's Cross
accompaniad by signs of the shot downs.
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Bf 109G-2 STENCILING POSITIONS
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