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K32004 1/32 Spitfire Mk.I (Early) 

The legenda1y Supermarine Type 300 "Spitfire" is undoubtedly one of the most fa mous, and perhaps the most beautiful , a ircraft of a ll time. Designed 
from 1934 under the guidance of Supermarine Aviation Works' chief des igner Reginald Mitchell, Joseph Smith a nd '~If" Faddy, the 990hp Rolls-Royce 
Merlin "C" powered prototype first flew on S March 1936. It was immediate ly obvious that it was something very specia l and an initia l production o rder 
was placed in early June 1936 for 310 a ircraft. umerous delays at Supermarine and many of the approxi mately 150 sub-contractors ensured that .the 
first production Spitfire was not completed until mid-M ay 1938 and the final aircraft from the order was only delivered in September 1939. 

Ea rly production Spitfire Mk.I in the K9### & LIO## serial number range (comple ted between May 1938 and September 1939 and featured in thi 
model) , were initia ll y powered by a 1030hp Ro lls-Royce Merli n II engine and featured a 2-blade fi xed pitch propeller, 8 Browning .303" machine gu n , 
triple ejector nozzle outlet exhaust manifolds, a ta ll un-tapered aerial mast and a rea r fu selage adorned with lapped panels with ra ised rivets for ease 
of co nstruction . The mai n planes and front of the fuselage were flush ri ve ted and puttied and sanded smooth for improved perfo rma nce. Numerous 
improvements were introduced throughout prod uction, ma ny of wh ich were eventua lly retrofitted to ea rl ie r a ircra ft which included gun hea ti ng, Rolls­
Royce Merlin III engine, 3-blade dual-pitch DeHavilland prope ller, exhaust ma nifolds of simplified construction, single tube pitot head, reflector gun 
sight and a caller ca nopy hood for improved visibility. 

Mid production Mk.la in the 3### & P9### seria l number range (completed between September 1939 a nd April 1940) , saw tl1e introduction of 
armoured windscreen glass and protective plating over the upper fuel ta nk which necessita ted shortening the engine cowlings sl ightly (which were 
retrofitted to earlier production a ircraft) as well as a n improved lever-operated "dual position" cockpit door catch, tapered aeria l post and a voltage 
regulator positioned behind the pilot's headrest. Selected aircraft received a consta nt speed Rotol RXS/ 1 propel le r a nd the temporary insta llation of the 
TR.1133 VHF radio, which did not require an external ae ria l wire. 

Late production Mk. Ia in rhe R6###, R7### & X4### serial number range (completed between May 1940 and April 1941) and AR2## (fro m July 
1941 LO Jan uary 1942) saw the introduction of co nstant speed DeHavil la nd prope lle rs and a rmour plates behind the pilot's sea t & head rest (which 
were retro fi tted to earlier production a ircraft) as well as engine driven undercarr iage retraction. Other incremental changes were in troduced such as 
a co mposite "plastic" seat, revised "ra ised rivet" rad io access door, station keep ing lights in the fu el ta nk pla ting, re-insta llatio n of the TR.l 133 VHF 
radio and saw the elimi nation of the gauge for the top fuel tank, fuel pressure ga uge, priming cock and from parachute flare tube. In mid-1940 some 
Mk.I were a rmed with 2 Hispano 20mm ca nnons and were designated tl1e Spitfire Mk.Ib (a t which time the 8 gu n a rmed a ircra ft was re-designa ted the 
Mk. Ia) . The cannons proved to be so unreliable that the Mk.Ib was withdrawn from service until improvements had been made in late 1940. Numerous 
engine, airframe and armament improvements were made to the Spitfire before production ceased in 1948, by which time over 22000 had been 
produced in 2-dozen variants with the most notable being the 1030hp Mk. I, 1470hp Mk.V, l 720hp Mk.IX, 203Shp Mk.XIV, the photo-reconnaissance 
Mk.XI and the navalised Seafire Mk.111. 

Spitfire Mk.I colour schemes are surprisingly varied and complicated . Interior areas were primed with light grey before being painted a luminium , except 
for the cockpit between frames 8 & 11 wh ich was painted in a colour described as "Supermarine green" and "a pple green". Note that th is is different 
from the pa le r, greyer, "Grey Gree n" (of wh ich various colour mixes have add itiona lly been noted) used on late r production Spitfires bu ilt by other 
manufactu rers. Majo r inte rnal compon nts supplied by sub-contractors could be de live red in various shades of grey-green or a lu minium or even black. 

The underside paint finish varied grea tly throughout Mk. l prod uction and service, in itia ll y be ing painted a lum in ium until late April 1939 when the port 
side was painted Night (black) and the sta rboa rd whi te (split a long the centreline) . Then from late February 1940, supposedly ;:i ll "whi te" except for the 
port ma in plane (only) which was Night, although photographic evidence ind icates tha t the unders ides of the nose, rea r fuse lage and tai lplane were 
usua ll y painted with a lu min ium. From June 1940 the undersides were supposed to be pa inted "Sky Type S ... duck egg bluish green" but sky grey a nd 
sky blue also appear to have been used and then from November 1940 the pon main plane (only) was aga in finished in Night. Aircraft were re-pa imed 
in various interpretations of tl1ese specifications in the fie ld as time and supplies of paint (including loca l mixes) a llowed, which ensured that a wide 
variety of fin ishes were possible. 

Contemporary photos confirm different shades of Dark Ea rth and Dark Green (even on the sa me a irframe) which were applied with a hard demarca tion 
line on the Spitfire Mk. l. Camouflage was applied in 2 des igns, the A and B schemes which were mirrors of each other. Spitfire sub-assemblies were 
usua lly supplied pre-pa inted so a single a ircraft could exh ibit a variety of sha les, and sometimes the ca mouflage pa ttern would not match perfectly from 
one sub-assembly/ component to the next. Add itional ly, extensive weathering and re-pa inting a lso helped ensure that a wide va rie ty of to nal d iffe rences 
could be see n. The fa bric covered rudde1; eleva tor and ai lerons were undercoated in red-brown dope before be ing pa inted and frequently appear paler 
than the adjacent camouflaged meta l parts. Therefo re, un fortuna tely, there is no "one true" Da rk Earth, Dark Green, Sky Type Sor in terior g rey-green 
pa inL colou r suitable for a ll Spitfire Mk. I model so, while we have tri ed our best with our paint suggestions, there is no doubt many will d isagree with 
us. Which is OK. Richard Alexa nder 2023 

36ft lOin (11.23m) 

(Mk. l) 1556 (tota l all marks 
including Seafires) 22685 

29ft 11 in (9. 12m) 6155 lb (2792kg) 

(Mk. l) July 1936 to 

January 1942 
(Ea rly) 1030hp Rolls-Royce 

Merlin II & Il l 
33000ft 

(10060111) 

350mph (563kph) 

8x .303" (7.7m m) 
Browning machine guns 

up rmarin e fa c1ory engineering draw ings - Pil ot's otes Spitfire I Aerop lane Merl in II or Il l Engine, Air Pub lication 1565A 1940, "Spitfi re I & II " Aircraft Schedul 
of pa re Pans, Air Publication 1565A-B v3 1939 - Supermarine Spirfire Mk I in RAF Service, 1936 to the Sa ll ie of Britain , Wingleader Photo Archi ve # 1 2020 -

The Spitfire Story, Alfred Price, Jane's Publishing 1982- Spitfire The History, Eric B. Morga n and Edward Shack lady, Key Pub lishing ·1937 - Spitfire notes (va rio] s) , 
Edgar Brooks - The Imperial War Museums -Austra lian War Memoria l Museum - Mark Postlethwaite - Colin Owers - Dilip arkar MHF., FRHisS - bbm.org.uk -

www. nationala rchives.gov. uk - www.airhistory.org .uk - Private Collections. 

rh .. folk• , ,1 ,lr otos f >r l)ublicat i )11 iP th is instruction booklet, for which we 1re incredibly grateful : 
ww2images.com - Air Force Museum of New Zea land - The Biggin Hill Trust - Dilip Sa rkar Archi ve 

Vickers-Supermarine/Valiant Wings Publishing - Daily Hera ld Archive/ Science & Society Picture Library - Chris Goss - Pri va te Coll ectors (various). 



Warning: 

Assembly: 

Painting: 

Decals: 

K32004 1/32 Spitfire Mk.I (Early) 
Choking haza rd. Keep sma ll parts and plastic bags away from children. Use glue/ cement and pa int in a well -ventilated area. Always 
wear protective eyewea r when cutting and protective mask when painting, glu ing and sanding. Do no t brea the in dust. Beware of sharp 
edges. 

Read all the instructions carefully 3 times before starting assembly. Yes, even if you are very experienced. Use glue/ cement 
intended for plastic models. Assemble metal and res in parts (if included) with Cyanoaetylate (CA) or epoxy glue. Select a marking 
option before starting assembly and note the optional parts requi red on your instructions. 

Optional Detail ca n be ignored if you don't fee l comfortable do ing it. It is not 100% necessa ry to complete your model. For rigging long 
control cables and aeria l wire we recommend stretchy elastic type material like "EZ Line" etc and thin metal or plastic for short co ntro l 
cables a nd rods etc. 

Only use paint designed a nd suitable for plas tic model kitsets. If in doubt, test on scra p plastic from this mode l before using. 

Cut out each deca l only as requ ired. Soak in warm water for around 15 seconds . Help avoid "silve ring" by not over-soaking and 
washing off the deca l glue. Slide deca l off backi ng paper on to smooth pa inted surface of model a nd move into position using a fin e 
paint brush and/ or tweezers. It can be helpfu l to apply a small drop of water mixed with PVA glue to the area where decals are being 
app lied to make them easier to maneuver into position and help avoid silvering. If necessary, use deca l setting and solvent solutions 
but only after first testing on spare decal s from this model. Alternatively, carefully use a hair dryer or very hot water (appl ied with a 
brush) to soften and conform deca ls to surface deta il s. Do not overheat beca use you will damage your model. 

Hints & Tips: Please visit www.kotare-models.com for any additiona l hints and tips to help you get the bes t result from your model. 

D Construction Step @ 

B Part umber ~ 
l!9 Options @ 

Da rk Earth (pale) - matt 

11!1111 Dark Green (dark) - matt 

- Dark Green (pale) - matt 

m White - matt 

Deca l 

Remove 

Do Not Cement 

Dark reel brown - sem i gloss 

Frosted opaque lens - semi gloss 

* Colours matched to the best of our abili ty. 
** FS = Federal Standa rd. BS = British Standard. 

6 Paint Colour 

A Drill 

8 Fill 

XF71 

X31 

XF85 

XF16 

Xl0 

XF69 

XFS7 

XFS2(xl) + XF90(xl) 

XF49(xl) +XF92(xl ) 

XF81 

XF89 

XF2 

XF2(x lO)+XF18(xl ) 

XF21 

X7 

XF3(xl0) + X6(xl) 

XF79 

XF16(x l ) + XF2(xl) 

Xll 

XFl 

XF25 

X26 

xs 

Note: Apply clear varnish to achieve the desired gloss, semi -gloss and matt fini sh . 

.,,---....... 

Attention D Optional Display 

Choose ® Glue for metal 

Optional Detail ~ Other Side 

240 FS34424 - T 54 

67(xl) +33(xl) FS37070/ BS642 

27001 7 
27004 t 66 

121 FS30475 
t 

29 FS30118/ BS450 
t 

26 
t 

116 FS34079/ BS241 
t 

117 FS34159 
t 

34 

130(x10) + 96(xl) FS35550 

90 FS34533 

19 FS11400 

24 FS33538 

70 
+- -

11 (x l )+34(x l ) 
- + -

27002 

33 

87 FS35237 
+-

1322 

3 
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Colours illustrated 
a re approximate 
on ly. 

Fram 8 & 
instrument 
board 

b ttom interior & Fuselage o (batte1y) 
accumulator 

,,--... 
4 

unid entified ea rl~ 1 d
eta il from a n LlO## sena P

ane 9### or Instrument S adron K fil ments 
131 7 

- 609 qu, spare a P
roducnon . .k I Note the d pump Bl9 · fire M · · · e han number Sp it . ht underca rnag 

for the reflector s1~ss'@. 
d Type P.8 co mp an 

6& __ 
Rudder ba r & 
control tubes 

Rudder peda Is 

Frame 9 

' • l 

l 



fl coc 

Radiator fl ap lever 

Pilot's sea t 
(metal) 

Paint padd ing ~ 

48ga l upper & 37ga l lower fu e l tanks 

Du nlop AJ-1 2174 spade grip & 
brake lever 

A Drill out holes in 
W Fra me 11 as shown 

fo r more deta il 

~ 

Cockpit deta il from an un identified ea rly 
production K9### or Ll0## serial number 
Spitfire Mk.1. Note the undercarriage hand 
pump @B, the signa lling switch box ~ , 
Type P.8 compass@, pa le oxygen lines on d1e 
sta rboard sidewall , 37 ga llon bottom fuel tank, 
control column gust locks, and the dinghy 
placed in Lhe base of d1 e metal sea t and its 
integral fl are rack. Also note d1 at some items 
are missing, such as the oxygen gauge in the 
instrument boa rd , chain guard on d1e control 
column, and the sta rboa rd heel kick plate . 

• Armour pla te (from mid -May 1940) 

Armour plate (from mid-May 1940) 

---- 5 -----------------------------~ 



n=cocKPIT CONTINUED ~ 

Frame 12 

❖ RIGGING GUID]f] 
Rigging mate rial not supplied 

:,1;~'>1(' / 
0.15 mm ~ 1 J~ 

0. 15 mm Some parts not shown for cla rity 

.,--......__ 
6 

Drill out 
holes for 
more deta il 

<1> Note positions 

& Drill holes in frames@] & ~ for 
❖ more deta il 

«i:t• 
--'- . 

~ --- ~ ... 

16 
I ..., 



c; TIDE 
Colours illustrated are app roximate only. 



Starboard 
fu se lage 
interior 

.. 

"'I k 
0.15 mm 

Rigging material not supplied 
Remove spare 
filaments for GM.2 
reflector sight Signalling switch box 

Port fuselage interior 

Elevator trimming 
tab control 

Undercarriage hand pump ~ detail from an 
unidentified ea rly production K9### or LlO## 
serial number Spitfire Mk.I awaiting completion at 
the factory. 

Ful l length ea rl y production starboard and top cowlings from an early production 611 Squadron 
LlO## serial number Spitfire Mk.I photographed in May 1939, almost certainly GZ-M (later 
FY-M). Note that the fuselage, fu el tank and wing are finished in the B camouflage scheme but 
the cowlings are in the A scheme, and even they don 't match each other well. Also note the 
weld lines and construction of the earlier style of trip le ejector nozzle outlet exhaust manifolds, 
the camouflage demarcation line on the oil tank and fair ings, and the poor fit of the cowlings. 

8 



gJFUSELAGEINTERIOR 

0.5 mm Drill hole 
for anti-spin 
parachute 
guard 

FI ush ri veted 
accu mulator door 

Starboard 
fu selage half. 

Paint inside • & 6 

Starboard cockpit 
~ detai l 
showing the pale 
oxygen lines 
and information 
placards@ & 

® · 

Flush ri ve ted 
wire less door 

Rigging materia l not supplied 0.5 mm 

Remove for closed 
door display option 

Port fuselage ..A.. A 
half. Pa in t inside U & U 

Paint Exhaust 

Panels6 

TR.9D wire less 
remote 
controller 

Wireless remote 
contactor (]FF "Pip 
Squeak")® 
(insta lled by January 
1940) and Height & 
Airspeed computer 
@ (insta lled by 
May 1940) 



fl Ft;SELAGE EXTERIOR Drill holes for more detail 

0 
r., 0 

Fuselage F23 Paint insi 
spine 

48 gal fuel tank 
& fairings 

_,,,.. 

+ C2 

' Don't forget • 

Tailplane detail from late production 
Spitfire Mk.Ia R6692. ore the 
lightening holes, data plaque detail 
on the outer rib of the tailplane and 
the stencil details on the fuselage. 

Ring sight ~ detail. ote the 
rubber padding and rectangular 
opening for the sliding tinted 
"smoked glass" sunshield. 

GM.2 reflector 
gun sight 

Tail planes 

GM.2 reflector gun 
sight (retrofitted from 

August 1939 onwards) 

Door closed display option 

Exposed 47 gallon fuel tank and fairing detail 
from early production Spitfire Mk.I K9912. ote 
the ill-fitting full length (uncut) cowling panels. 

.. 
Paint • 
inside • 

Fill & sand smooth 

D TAILPLA~E 

Remove tabs to adjust position 

10 

Port elevator detai l from late prod uction 
616 Squadron Spitfire Mk. la X4172 or 
X4175 photographed on 26 September 
1940. ore the hinge cutouts, subtle 
rib-stitching and lack of scalloping on 
the tightly doped fabric covered surface. 
Also note the lack of pre (and post) 
shading effects either side of the ribs. 



El MAIN PLANES INTERIOR 

air outle t 
fairin g Remove 

gun hea ting 
ducting 

Preparation only for D 

~ 
0 0 

Main planes 
underside 

a ir outlet 
fa iring 

Fill & sa nd 
smooth 

Ea rly production Spitfire Mk.I K9845 photographed shortly a fter completion in January 1939, ini tialJy while having its compass swu ng and then aga in in 
fl ight. The in-flight photo became the subject of a comempora1y postcard. ate the Airscrew Company "Watts" propel1 e1; early style exhaust manifo lds, 
freshly dried mud on the wheels, and how the appea rance of the aluminium painted undersides can vary considerably due to its re flective quality. 

~-----------------------~ 



m MAIN PLANES L TTERioR 1 

Flash eliminators (inner) 

Exposed flash eliminators 02) 
& (ID from early production 
19 Squadron Spitfire Mk.I 
K9825. Flash eliminators 
wou ld be removed from around 
September 1939. 

Flash eliminators (outer) 

Jack for hand pump 
undercarriage starboard 

12 

# 

.303" Browning 
gun barrels (inner) 

OS Main planes underside 

Cut/ drill slot 
for hand pump 
undercarriage jack 

Wheel well (port) 

.303" Browning 
gun barrels (outer) 



cm MAIN PLA .. TEs EXTERIOR 

r 

Williamson G.22 camera gun @J as seen on 
an early production 19 Squadron Spitfire Mk.J 
(K979# ) WZ-C on 4 May 1939. 

G.42 cine camera 
detail 

Aero Engines Ltd made port a ileron from early-production Spitfire Mk.I (almost certainly 
K9910) showing the fabric stitching detail. 

Aileron (starboard) DI 
(Aero Engines Ltd) 

Williamson G.22 camera gun 

r.:::-1 Williamson G.22 
~ camera gun 

13 

Fill ts (port) , without 
electrical connection door. 

Aileron (port) 
(Aero Engines Ltd) 



m RADIATOR & OIL COOLER 
0 

0 

..... 

Downward facing 

signal ling lamp cove6 

Paint reflective lens 

Radiator fairing derail from late production 19 Squadron Spitfire 
Mk.Ia X4179. ore the radiator flap detail and fuel tank vent pipe 
0- The dark edges around the empty shell & link chutes are a feature of 
late production X4### serial numbered Mk.Ia. 

Paint radiator mesh 

Optional rigging/rods 

Rigging/rod material not supplied 

~ 
~I 1::-
0.smm 

Serck S69/ 3C 
oil cooler & 
fairing 

Undercarriage detail from late-production Spitfire Mk.Ia R6692. 
the carb air intake and uneven strut compression. 

ore 

[E MAL T PLANES & FUSELAGE ASSEMBLY 

- .... 

I 

bottom cowlings 

14 

Rudder control lever 8 
and castering tailwheel 
detail from K9910. 

Oil tank and bottom cowling @ 
detail from early production 19 
Squadron Spitfire Mk.l K9825. 

ore that the rear cowling 
appears to have recently had some 
fasteners replaced. 



UNDERCAR 

If necessary, cut 

v-•-""""• to improve fit 

Undercarriage strut 
(starboard) 

Carb air 

Undercarriage detail from 65 
Squadron early production 
Spitfire Mk.1 K9912 FZ-O 
photographed on 8 Ju ne 
1939. 

Paint picot A. • 
tubes U 

Picot head 

F7 

~ Don't 
forget! 

Paint inside 

oor (starboard) 

A32 
I 

Aluminium painted wheel well, undercarriage and 
underside detail from early production Spitfire 
Mk.Ia K9912 photographed on 25 March 1939. 
Note the sma ll Dunlop ryi·e marking 

lmm ~ 

Drill out locking holes 
for more detail 

(Dilip Sarkar Arch ive) 

Undercarriage derail from the early production Spitfire Mk.l seen on page 25 confirming how 
the wheel wells remained painted alum inium when the undersides were repainted ight and 
white after April 1939. Note the undercarriage jack~ fa intly visib le in the port undercarriage 
bay. 
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[E DETAILS J 

Airscrew Company 
"Watts" wooden propeller 

Propeller 

Spinner 

Airscrew Company "Watts" 
fixed-pitch wooden propeller 
as fitted to vety ea rl y 
production Spitfire Mk. l 
completed before early­
February 1939, in this case 
K9845 as seen on page 11. 

DeHavilland DHS/ 39 
spinner & propeller 

Spinner 

Undercarriage 
down indicato r 

Pobjoy Aeromocor & Aircraft built 
rudder from early production Spitfire 
Mk.I K9912 as seen on page 24. Note 
the stenciling @ & @ , the rear light 
fairing and the lightening holes in the 
outer rib of the tailplane. 

Rudder (Pobjoy 
Aeromotor & 
Aircraft) 

Undercarriage 
down indicator 

A9 1 

pitch propeller from 
Squadron early production 
Spitfire Mk.J K9912. In 
a mammoth effort these 
dual-pitch prope llers were 
converted co constant-speed 

Triple ejector nozzle outlet exhaust 
manifolds (early) 

Triple ejector nozzle outlet 
exha ust manifolds 

between 25 June and 2 
August 1940. 

(j) 

Cut & drill for more deta il 

This style of triple ejector nozzle 
outlet exhaust manifold ~ & G2J 
was introduced on early production 
Spitfire Mk.T somewhere between 
Ll0SS (completed in mid-July 1939) 
and L1068 (completed in late-Ju ly 
1939). le is unconfirmed if L1065 

had this style of ma nifold fitted 
but it probably did. ore the stencil 
markings @ , @ & @ and WWII 
era pattern of weld lines, which differ 
from the reproduction manifolds 
fitted to all museu m and warbird 
Mk.l Spitfires we have seen as at 
June 2023. These exha ust manifolds 
were a lso made from Inconel. 

Early style of triple ejector nozzle outlet exhaust manifold~ & ~ as fitted to early production Spitfire Mk.I 
in the K9### & Ll0## seria l number range until at least L1054, in this case they a re on L1048 which was 
completed in ea rl y July 1939. These exhaust manifolds were supplied with Rolls-Royce engines a nd were made 
from Inconel, an a lloy chat does not rust (even after 4 decades under a Calais beach) ! 
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[§_CANOPY <1> Paint inside canopy frame O to represent Linatex red rubber sea ls. Paint exterior canopy frames ~ 

D Hood closed & door closed option Hood open options 

Unarmoured windscreen 
(introduced from K9793) 
& flat hood r C8 

<1> 

Unarmoured windscreen & 
raised hood (introduced from 
January 1939) 

Armoured windscreen (retrofitted 
from December 1939) & raised hood 

Hint. Can also be used as a temporary 
mask when painting exterior. 

Spitfire Mk.I (K979# ) WZ-C with unarmoured 
windscreen§ photographed on 19 Squadron on 
4 May 1939 still with its flat hood 0 fitted. 

? 
• 

Unarmoured 
windscreen 

IGGING TR.9D wire less aerial rigging diagram 
(rigging material not supplied) 

Note position 

"'II~ 
0.15mm 

Aft 
window 

Note that !FF Mk.11 aerial wires from the ta ilpla ne to the fuselage were not introduced until October 1940. 

17 

Windscreen with retrofitted 
armoured glass as seen 
on ea rl y production 65 
Squadron Spitfire Mk.1 K9918 
photographed in Apri l or May 
1940. Armoured windscreen 
glass began being retrofitted 
from December 1939. Note 
the GM.2 reflector gun sight 
@] which were insta lled from 
August 1939. 

Open cockpit door ~ from 
ea rly production 65 Squadron 
Spitfire Mk.l K9918. Note the 
ring-pull locking mechanism 
used on early production 
Spitfire Mk.l in the K9### & 
LIO## serial number range. 
Crowbars were not introduced 
until wel l into 1941 and were 
never red during WWII. 

Anti-spin parachute guard 

· FS 



D Spitfire 'Vlk.I K9795 "White 19", HI Cozens, 19 Squadron, October 1938 

4mm 

1:1.1:c:;­
C:o,,w 

Spitfire Mk.I K9795 was the 9th a ircraft from the initia l production order for 310 aircraft placed in June 1936 (numbers K9787-K9999 & Ll000 to 
Ll096) which were completed between May 1938 and September 1939. Spitfire Mk.l K9795 was powered by a 990hp Rolls-Royce Merlin ll engine 
and was delivered to 19 Squadron, the first sq uadron to be equipped with Spitfires, in late September 1938. The upper surfaces were Dark Earth and 
Dark Green (in the A camouflage scheme commonly assoc iated with odd serial-numbered a ircraft a t this time) with Al type rounde ls on the fuselage 
and wi ngs. The underside is pa inted aluminium with A type roundels and the se rial number K9795 repeated under each w ing. The empty shell & link 
chutes appear to have been covered and overpainted. On almost all of the first three dozen or so production aircraft the fuselage roundel was positioned 
directly below the upward facing signal light. Deliveries were slow but enough a ircraft had arrived co put on a display for official photographers on 31 
October 1938, at which time the sq uadron number 19 was temporari ly painted on the fins. 

Spitfire Mk.1 K9795 late r went on to serve with 64 Squadron from 18 April 1940 and appea rs to have been shot down by friendly anti-ai rcraft fire over 
Dover on 13 July 1940 a lthough the pilot was able to make a successful force-landing at Hawkinge. After being repaired it went on to serve with 603 
Squadron from 29 September 1940, then 222 Squadron on 14 October 1940 where it suffe red an engine fa ilure the followi ng day and by 26 February 
1941 it had been retired to 58 OTU (Operational Training Unit) . 

Herny Iliffe Cozens was born on 13 March 1904 in London and joined the RAF in 1923. He served with 25 Squadron from Februa ty 1932 a nd was 
posted to command 19 Squadron in December 1937 where, on 4 August 1938, he took delivery of the first Spitfire to enter RAF squadron service, 
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K9789. Cozens commanded 19 Squadron until the end of 1939 
before going on to numerous ad ministrative roles. Jn 1944 
he was responsible fo r producing a remarkable full colou r 
fi lm showing the preparation and operations of La ncaster 
squadrons in great deta il. So in fo rmative was this film footage 
that it rema ined classified and it was over 3 decades later that 
it was presented to the public as Night Bombers. Cozens retired 
from the RAF in September 1956 as an Air Commodore and 
died on 21 June 1995 aged 91. 

Early production Spitfire Mk.l K9795 being flown by Squadron 
Leader HI Cozens on 31 October 1938. Note the two­
blade Airscrew Company "Watts" propeller, style of exhaust 
manifolds, un-a rmoured fuel tank, ting & bead sights, un­
armoured windscreen and original style of sliding hood . The 
fl ash el iminators of the 4 oute rmost .303in Browning machine 
guns ca n be seen protruding from the lead ing edge of the wings. 
Also note the anti-spin parachute guard on d1e fin and how the 
wing wa lkway line ends inboard of d1e large Al type roundels . 
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Early production 611 Squadron Spitfire Mk.1 K9999 
FY-D photographed on 11 January 1940. K9999 was 
completed in June 1939 when the undersides of the 
wings were being pa inted white and Night, with the 
underside of the fu selage painted aluminium. Note 
the factory applied stencils ® & @, Dunlop tyre 
marking @ and the grease and cordite-stained gun 
access panels. The Spitfire Mk.l was rea rmed from pre­
loaded box magaz ines which were inserted into the 
wings from below, not from the romantically nowing 
belt presented here for the press photogra pher. 

Underside view of Spitfire Mk.l K9795 photographed 
on 31 October 1938 showing that the empty she ll & 
link chute outlets have been covered over. Despite its 
relatively short 1 month of peace-time service, note 
the extensive oil sta ining under the fuselage and 
gun access covers, due to the squadron armourers' 
constant practicing. 



D Spitfire M:k.I K9798 WZ-L, GC Unwin?. 19 Squadron, May 1939 (13 victories) 
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Early production Spitfire Mk.1 WZ-L is be lieved to be 990hp Rolls Royce Merlin II powered Spitfire Mk.I K9798 which was the 12th a ircraft from the 
initia l production order and was delivered to 19 Squadron on 17 October 1938 . At this time the upper surfaces were fini shed in Dark Earth a nd Dark 
Green (in the B camouflage scheme commonly associated with even serial-numbered aircraft at th is time) with Al type roundels on the fuselage and 
upper surfaces of the wings. The underside was painted aluminium wi th A type roundels a nd the seria l number K9798 repeated under each wi ng si mila r 
to K9795 

George Cecil "G rumpy" Unwin kept a framed photo on his mantlepiece showing him and his dog Flash standing in front of K9798. IL was taken soon 
after the Air Ministry's directive of late April 1939 instructing the undersides to be repainted in Night and white, which obli terated the factory applied 
stencils, except fo r on the elevator and ai lerons which temporarily remained in the factory applied a luminium. Undated photos of K9798 fo llowing a 
wheels-up landing confi rm that the fuselage roundels were converted to reduced size B type by overpa in ti ng the ye llow and white rings, as were the 
rou nd els on the upper wing surfaces. Grumpy's framed photograph confirms that the overpa inted fuselage seria l numbers were supplanted by a small 
"9798" painted under the nose in Night and whi te. Spitfire Mk.l K9798 WZ-L was a lso included in the extensive se t of press photographs (and film) , 
taken a t 19 Squadron on 4 May 1939. Unfortunate ly, other than the framed photograph, there currently does not appea r to be any co nfirmation that 
Unwin was one of 19 Squadron pilots to fl y K9798. 

George Ceci l "Grumpy'' Unwin was born in Yorkshi re on 18 Januaty 1913 and joined the RAF in April 1929. He was accepted for fli ght tra ining in 
November 1935 and was posted to 19 Squadron in 1936. In early March 1939, Unwin was reportedly flying ea rl y production Spitfire Mk.J K9797 
(not K9798) when he had engine trouble. He was preparing to make an emergency wheels-down landing on a nea rby sports fi eld but, unfortunate ly, 
this attracted the attention of school chi ldren playing nearby who ran onto his intended land ing path . He was at less than 100ft high when he 
decided to crash-land into a hedge to avo id the ch ildren. 
Unwin was credited with his 1st victo1y above Dunkirk on 
27 May 1940 and had been credi ted with 12 more by 29 
December 1940 when he was posted on an instructor's 
course. He converted to Mosquitos in October 1943 which 
he flew with 613 Squadron until late October 1944. He 
remained in the RAF post war, fl ying Bristol Brigands in 
Malaya before retiring from the RAF in 1961 as a Wing 
Command er. George died on 28 June 2006 aged 93. Read 
more about George Unwin and 19 Squadron in "Spitfire! 
The Full Story of a Un ique Fighte r Squadron" by Di lip 
Sarkar MBE FRH isS, Pen & Sword, 2021 (www.pen-and­
sword.co. uk/Spitfi re-Paperback/p/ 20288) 

This appears to be K9798 photographed on 31 October 1938. Note the distinctive kink 
in the B camouflage scheme to the rear of the fuselage roundel. 
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1 There is a little RED 
PORT LEFT afte r dinner. 
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Two images of 19 Squadron ea rl y production Spitfire Mk.J , believed to be K9825, photogra phed on 4 May 1939 . Note the undersides repainted with 
patchily applied white and Night, the Airscrew Company "Watts" fixed-pitch wooden propelle r and electrical plug from the Trolley Accumulator. Also 
note the small (red?) "25" repainted under the nose, with fewer than 100 Spitfires in service at this time, some 19 Squadron a ircrafr appear to have 
simply used the last 2 digits of their se ri a l number, a lthough this practice did not last ve ry long. 
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Spitfire Vlk.la I 1065 PRE, A!\! I<eary (5 victories), AB Mamedoff, 
HM Goodwin (3 victories), 609 Squadron, August 1940 
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Spitfire Mk.I L1065 . 

Rolls-Royce Merlin III powered Spitfire Mk.1 Ll065 PR-E was the 280th a ircraft from the ini tia l production o rder and was a lready fitted with a 
DHS/ 39 dual-pitch propeller when it was de live red to 609 Squadron in September 1939. The upper surfaces were Dark Earth and Dark Green (in 
the B camouflage scheme commonly associa ted with even serial-numbered a ircra ft a t this time) with A type roundels on the fuselage and small B 
type roundels on the upper surfaces of the wings . At that time the underside of the fuselage and ta il pla ne were still being painted a luminium, while 
the undersides of the wings were Night (port) and white (sta rboa rd) with the se ria l number Ll065 repeated under each wing in white and Night 
respective ly. No roundels were pa inted under the wings. For security reasons the la rge fu selage se ria l numbers were not applied a t this time and were 
instead applied to the fin in small characters. 

Ea rly production Spitfire Mk.la Ll065 PR-E is seen here during the Battle of Brita in in August 1940. By this time L1065 had been brought up to current 
sta ndards as much as was possible. This involved insta lling the GM.2 reflector gu n sight (from August 1939) adding an a rmoured glass windscreen 
and pla ting over the fu el tank and trimming the engine cowlings to fit (from December 1939), and a rmour pla tes fitted behind the sea t (from late May 
1940) and converting the prope lle r to constant-speed (between 25 June to 2 August 1940) . The ye llow rings a round the fu selage roundels were applied 
from May 1940, as were the (unseen) fin stripes, at which time the se rial number would have been re-painted a t the top of the fin as was the practice at 
609 Squadron a t the time. The undersides would have been overpainted (by hand brushing) with "Sky Type S" (exact shade unknown bu t qui te li ke ly 
loca lly mixed) obli tera ting a ll factory applied stencils from early June 1940. Underside A type roundels would not have been applied until after the 
time period we a re representing here. Note the worn prope lle r tips, small B type roundels on the upper surface of the wing, square gas detection pa tch, 
well -worn and patchily repainted wing root and the pa rachu te and helmet (with oxygen hose attached) res ting on the ta ilplane. Also note the darker 
appearance of the Dark Green on the port wingtip and the 2 different shades of Dark Ea rth on the sta rboard wing. 
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Alan orman Fea ry was born in Derby on 18 April 1918 and joined the RAF 
Reserve in July 1936. He transferred to tl1e RAFVR (Royal Airforce Volunteer 
Reserve) in October 1938 and was awarded his wings tl1e following month. 
He joined 25 Squadron in ea rly May 1940 before being transfe rred to 600 
Squadron late r that month and finally 609 Squad ron in June 1940 where he 
was credited with his 1st (partia l) victory on 18 Ju ly 1940. It appea rs that 
Feary fl ew Ll065 a total of 7 times on 14 August, including when he shot 
clown a Ju 88A after it had just bombed his aerodrome. He had been credited 
with 5 victories by the time he was shot clown and killed on 7 October 1940 
when his parachute did not deploy in time. Alan was 22 years old. 

Andrew '~ncly" Beck Mamecloff was from Co nnecticut, USA and was a lready 
an experienced pilot when he volunteered to fi ght for Finland aga inst the 
Soviet Russian invas ion. That action ended before he could get to Europe so 
he volunteered to fight for the French aga inst the Nazi invasion, but France 
collapsed before he saw any action. He then made his way to the UK where 
he volunteered again to serve in the RAF. He was posted to 609 Squadron on 
8 August 1940 and flew Ll065 a couple of times later that month. He was 
one of the founding pilots of 71 "Eagle" Squadron later in September 1940 
where he fl ew Hurrica nes before being posted to 133 "Eagle" Squadron as 
an instructor in August 1941. He was killed in a fl ying accident on 8 October 
1941. Andy was 29. 

Henry MacDonald Goodwin was born in Worceste rshire on 23 December 
1914 and joined the Auxiliary Air Force with 605 Sq uadron in 1933. He 
joined 609 Squadron on 21 May 1940 and was credited with 3 victories 
between 12 and 13 August 1940 but the following day went miss ing during 
a pa trol over The Solent. His body was not recovered from the water until 24 
August 1940. Henry was 25. 
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Andy Mamedoff standing by the ba ttle da maged tailplane of his ea rly 
production Spitfire Mk.la Ll082 (not Ll065 D), ) on 24 August 
1940. Note the fa ctory app lied stencils, gas detection pa tch a nd the 
small serial number re-painted at the top of the fin afte r the stripes 
were applied in May 1940. 

Spitfire Mk.1 L1065 PR-E 
photographed in fli ght sometime after 
December 1939 (when the a rmoured 
glass windscreen and fuel tank pla ting 
was retrofitted) and before la te May 
1940 (when fin stripes and ye llow 
rings around the fu selage roundels 
were app lied) . Note the gas patch 
@ on the starboa rd tailp lane. It 
reta ins the factory applied underside 
colours of ight and white wings and 
aluminium under the tailplane, rear 
fuselage and nose. 
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Early production Spitfire Mk.I K9912 reportedly photographed on 25 March 1939, shortly after completion. Note the ae rial mast, hydraulic 
reservoir tank for the hand pump undercarriage ~ ' headrest~' uncovered upper fuel tank §D, original length (uncut) engine cowlings 
~ & ~ ' exhaust manifold ~ & ~ and DeHavilland DH5/ 39 propeller. Also note the original style of roundels, aluminium painted 
undersides, numerous a irframe stencils and A camouflage scheme commonly associated with odd serial numbered aircraft a t this time. 
The white fastener a lignment markings seen here do not appear to have been applied to very ea rly production a ircraft like K9795 "J and 
K9798 r), and had worn off, or been overpainted, on Ll065 

Spitfire Mk. l K9912 photographed in service with 65 Squadron on 
8 June 1939. The undersides a re still pa inted a luminium, despite 
the introduction of Night and whi te from la te April 1939, as can 
be seen on the 2 repainted a ircraft behind. The whi te rings of 
the underside roundels have now been reduced by increasing the 
size of the blue rings. It is entirely possible the whi te ring was 
eventua lly painted over with red to crea te B type roundels a lso 
seen on some 19 Squadron a ircraft around this time. 



(Dilip Sa rka r Archive) 

A ve ry ra re co lour photograph taken by Michae l Lyne in early 1940 of ea rl y production 19 Squad ron Spitfire Mk.I QV- K fl own by Bri an Lane. Note the 
A and B ca mouflage schemes, unidentified "nose a rt" on QV- K a nd the light grey co lour of the code letters be ing used by 19 Squad ro n at this time. The 
small B type roundel visible on Lyne's wing was the style applied on late K99##, LI O## and early N30## seria l number a ircrah. An even sma lle r 
ro unde l, placed furthe r outboa rd , has been no ted on a few very late K99## or very ea rly LIO## seria l numbered a ircraft. 

~ 
(Di lip Sarkar Arch ive) 
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Unders ide deta il fro m an unidentified 19 Squad ron ea rl y production Spi tfi re Mk.I WZ-1, or WZ-T, which appears to have nosed over a rud imentary 
fence while la nd ing. Although the origi na l caption identi fi es this as the crash of Pilot Officer Eva ns at Duxford in Februa ry 1939, the Night and white 
unders ides date this photo to sometime after late-April 1939 . Note the overpainced B type rounde ls, and how the wheel we lls and fabric contro l surfaces 
rema in in the ir facto ry applied a luminium pa int and dope respectively. 
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(Dilip Sarkar Archive) 

Exhaust man ifold and spinner detai l from K9825 . 

Ear ly production 19 Squadron Spitfi re Mk. l photographed in flight on 31 October 1938. The uppermost a ircraft is fin ished in the A ca mouflage scheme 
a nd is poss ibly K9797, while the others a re in the B scheme and possibly K9794 and K9798. 

(Dil ip Sarkar Archive) 

Early production 19 Squadron Spitfire Mk.I, poss ibly K9794, photographed in flight 
on 31 October 1938. Both these a ircraft a re fini shed in va riations of the B camouflage 
scheme (commonly assoc iated with even numbered a ircraft) . 
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(Dilip Sarka r Archive) 

Early production 19 Squadron Spitfire Mk. l, poss ibly K9798. 
Note the Williamson G.22 ca mera gun ~ a nd different 
tones of Dark Earth visible the starboa rd wing. 
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Un identified early production Spitfire Mk.1 fitted with DH. 5/39 propel lers ta ke off for a train ing fl ight sometime after late April 1939. Note the 
repa inted white and ight undersides with subdued B Type roundels a nd the Willia mson G.22 camera guns mounted on the ir sta rboard wings. 

Product Design Darren Mildenhall 
Born and raised in Well ington, New Zea land, Darren 
. grad ua ted with a majo r in Industrial Design from the 
School of Design. Du ring the degree he developed a 
passion fo r form and the aesthetic appeal of a product 
and how to uti lise CAD softwa re to rea lise and develop 
a concept. When not des igning sca le model a ircraft, 
Da rren enjoys spend ing rime with his wife and two 
young children and renovating the ir 1920s house . 

Profile Art Ronny Bar 
A former rock music ian, Ronny Bar has had a li felong 
in terest in aircraft since growing up nea r the El 
Pa lomar Air Force Base in Buenos Aires. He sta rted 
drawing and building models of a ircraft soon after 
a flight in a T-34 Mentor trainer at the age of 10, 
Spitfires and Messerschmitt first ... Camels and Fokkers 
la ter. After retiring from the R'n'R scene he returned 
to his early inte rest of aviation a rtwo rk. Visit Ronny's 
Facebook page a t https:// www. facebook.co m/ pages/ 
RON NY-BAR-Aircraft-Profi les/ 166538664131. 

Proprktor M, rk Robson 
Mark is a practising veterinary specia list in the fi e ld of 
small animal interna l med icine and has had a lifelong 
interest in sca le mode lling and aviation since his dad 
bought him his first Airfi x kit when he was just 5 years 
old . Mark is excited to share his love of models with 
modellers through Kotare and hopes that they will get 
as much enjoyment out of these model as he does. 
Mark is a committed dad to two grow n children and 
loves beaches, craft beer and music. 

An un identifi ed ea rly 
product ion 74 Sq uadron 
Spitfi re Mk. 1 JH -E in the 
Ll O## se ri a l num ber range. 

ore the ring & bead sights, 
pa le fab ric wrapped arou nd 
the gun flas h elimi nators, 
unarmoured windscreen 
with flat hood and the pole 
type aeria l mas t. The later 
style of pitot head seen here 
made its appeara nce on the 
last dozen or so a ircraft from 
this prod uction order. Early 
production Spitfi re Mk. r 
Ll 065 [9 wou ld have 
appea red similar when it 
was new. 

Dec 11 Art Malcolm L~ird 
Malcolm has been in the sca le model industry 
since 1981, first as Fa lcon vacform models (www . 
falco nmodels.co. nz, sold to Tore Marcin in 1985) and 
from then on as Ventura Publications which produced 
deca ls and short run injection moulded kitsets. I-le sti ll 
produces a growing range ofVennrra decals and aviation 
books inc:lud ing "Pacific Corsair" on F4Us in RNZAF 
service. Outside work he suffers the dual affi ictions of 
restoring old Kawasaki motorcycles and trying to pai nt 
impressionist landscapes, with 'mixed' results so far. Visit 
Malcolm's web sire at www.vcnrurapublications.com 

Box Art Darryl Legg 
Darryl was born in Ca pe Town, South Africa in 
1975 and his inte rest in a ircraft and passion fo r art 
insp ired him fro m an ea rly age. He has been a full ­
time professional a rtist since he was 20 yea rs old 
and is considered to be one of the wo rld's finest 
aviation artists. He currently li ves in the Karoo town 
of Middelburg. Find out mo re abo ut Darryl's wo rk at 
www.aviationa rtsa .com 

Product Manage, Richard Akxander 
Richard is an award-winning mode ller a nd has 
been in the model and hobby trade s ince the early 
1990s . Richard reta ins his enthusiasm for ensuring 
your models are highly detailed and accura te while 
remaining as simple and enjoyable 10 build as 
possible, no matter wha t yo ur ski ll level. If you have 
any questions about building your Kotare mode l, 
comments, requests or suggestions, Richard is 
contactable at richard @kotare-models.com. 

Thank you for your support . 
.,,,--....,._ 
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Spitfire Mk.l K9795 of 19 Squadron, October 1938 by Danyl Legg 

• 
00K32001A A parts 1 

00K320018 B parts 1 

00K32001C C parts 1 

00K32004C C parts (Ea rly) 1 

00K32001D D parts 1 

00K32001E E Pa rts 1 

00K32004F F Parts (Early) 1 

10K32004 Instructions 1 

20K32004 Deca ls 1 

If you have damaged or missing parts, please contact your Kotare retailer or 
email help@kotare-models.com for assistance. 
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