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The United States Navy, in its VPX Plan of June, 1868, determined to embark
upon the development of 2 new camer-bome fighler aircran as a replacement
for the aging F-4 Phantom Il. In 1269 an order was placed to Grumman Aircraft
for six prototype aircraft of what was 1o become the F-1£ Tomcat, the new air-
craft making its maiden flight on December 21, 1970, The F-14's most impor-
tant characteristic is its variable geometry wings which may be varied in sweep
frorn 20 to 68 degrees, and its special design keeping the weight of this large air-
craft to 32 tons makes for an aircrafl which is able to operate from 1he ceck of
an aircraft carrier with relative ease when comparad with the F-4. \When the
wings are swept back to the maximum of 68 degrees, the aircraft can attain
speeds up to 2.3 Mach, and the wingspan with wings swepl back thus is a mers
11.6M, another advantage on a narrow aircrafi carrier deck. Armament includes
a fixed MEB0 Vulcan cannon in the nose as well as Pnoenix, Spamow, Sidewinder
and other types of missiles and other weaponry which may be mountad on
unden«ing pylons.
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