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Me410A-3 (Text: Takao Kunie)
The A-2 is generally believed to have been the first reconnais-
sance version of the Me410, with two cameras being mounted
in the nose bomb bay. The A-3 was a modification of this de-
sign with a larger bomb bay, and the bomb bay doors with trans-
parent windows which were used on the type have also been
confirmed to have been mounted on Me210Ca aircraft as well.
The cameras used on the plane were those in general Luftwaffe
service: The Rb25/30, Rb50/30, Rb75/30 (the first number in-
dicated the camera's focal length in cm, the second the film
type, e.g.30 stood for 30 X 30cm).
Two or sometimes three cameras could be mounted, and
“Bireg” controllers which allowed adjustment of the shutter in-
terval speed and displayed the number of shots remaining were
mounted in the cockpit.

The cameras were known to have been primarily mounted in
the bomb bay, or immediately to rear of the cockpit,but official
blueprints for the aircraft show proposed mounting positions in
the rear of the fuselage, as well as the installation of armor
plate around the FDSL-131 drum and to the rear of the cockpit.

Long-range reconnaissance squadron 122 (FAG122) used the
Ju88 and Me210 as their mounts until the new Me410 was de-
livered to them in the spring of 1943. Though the Me410 was
the fastest twin-engined recon. plane the Luftwaffe operated at
the time, it too frequently fell victim to Alled fighters. Following
the D-Day landings in Normandy, the Me410 faced a wall of
Allied air superiority that it simply could not scale, and the role
of top spy plane was passed on to the world's first jet-powered
bomber and reconnaissance bird, the Ar234B.

DATA

Dimensions
Length: 12.48m(12.56m)
Wingspan: 16,355m(16.362m) ¢
Height: 4.278m [on the ground, including antenna mast]
Horozontal stabilizer span:
5.80m

(First dimensions are taken from the aircraft s manual; mea-
surements in parentheses are from published technical
illustrations.)

Engines

Daimler-Benz DB603A X2 [inverted V12, liquid-cooled inline
engines, ]

Takeoff power: 1750hp

Displacement: 44.5 liters

Ceiling: 5,700m

Performance
Maximum speed: 615km/h (estimated at 5,700m)

Armament

Nose: Forward armament of Me410A-3 not confirmed.
Rear fuselage: FDSL-B131 remote-control gun unit (13mm
MG131 X 2).

Camera
Either two or three Rb25/30, Rb50/30, or Rb75/30

Radio Equipment
FuG10, FuG16, FuG25a(IFF)

FuBl types (ILS), PeilGV (RDF) e - FEE S | BT BEE
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@ Circle numbers refer to the decale numbers.

@Boxed numbers refer to Gunze Sangyo's “Mr.Color”paint
color numbers.
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NOTE
You can improve
the appearance of
your Kit by using
Fine Molds
"German seatbelt
set 2", item AA-4
in the Fine Molds
accessories series.
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Open a 0.7mm to 0.8mm hole for
the trailing antenna

after assembling the

fuselage halves. The antenna
is attached in step @
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After painting the pipes(33
Flat Black, drybrush them
with @) Red Brown for a
realistic effect.
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Attach the tip
of A18to A17,
and then ro-
tate it 90"to fix
it in place.
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About the 1 part, paint ]
part fuselage color, under
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Attach part C12 and
then attach the gear
to the wing. Once
the angle is set,

Cc12
®RLMO2 7 L —
GRAY




HAT. AATZH7Z 7Y O

H A SO HASH7ITYTORY T
D3 - Rb25/30fd%H X 5 Paint [ part fuselage color.
@HNTL— D2
LIGHT GULL GRAY

HBEREOBICIRD 1, D20 B EWEETESTTEL,
TEYICBRLMIL—02%&B3ERVTLE I0

24¥
@OXHELIZv T FA—l
5= FLAT BLACK @tIJORTI97
B 2 8$7 LIGHT KHAKI SEMI GLOSS BLACK

FLAT BLACK

e it > NG\ LN : AY : ¥R TEE

FLAT BLACK

EFTE o
@ Iii—
SILVER
OFMAHN—-D%LE
Pl B 3R0CT T T4 —
B12 (B13) @RLMO2 7 L — GRAY ek .« bbb
A STIL-ATIE 2R
T&E e Under fuselage color HBLTIv 7. . £1-1
<)L — SILVER
F&Ee Under fuselage color ZOOANEIE TEER
F7-12 60 RLMO2 L —
THRELET,

OFM - 7>7F OB FIAE

THIGEEICH L TL5.
2441395 BVWTVLET,

The main gear are attached G:
atan angle of 4.5° ,while

the tires should be at 9.5°

to the vertical.
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Use a 0.8mm drill to
open an attachment
hole for the antenna
mast.
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Portions of the canopy frame of the Me410 were
on the inside of the canopy itself. These were
padded with black bush between the frame and
glass and should be painted black for best
appearnce. To cement clear parts together, paint
the surfaces to be cemented black, hold the parts
together, and then use a thin, water-type weld
cement, allowing capillary action to draw the ce-
ment between the surfaces . this technique pro-
duces the best results.
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e It Painting & Marking
<#H@E  MERIEEEE> Common Detail Markings.
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Caution markings, etc. were the

same on both aircraft. Unit mark-

ings, of course, differ. Engine na-

celle markings are located in the
same place right and left. They are @
not a mirror image of each otheras ==
identical engines were used on

both sides. Fuselage numbers are
generally said to have been black.
However, some evidence suggests
red numbers may have been used.
Choose either (3 or () at your
preference.
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This aircraft was painted in
a standerd RLM 74/75/76
gray camouflage scheme.
Said to have made a crash
landing near an Allied base
in southern Italy while on a
reconnaissance misson.
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This is the Me410 example G -
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of the same gray color, but . ‘
in a different pattern.The b B
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spinners were also marked .
C8 part, light gull gray.

in two colors and an emblem
was marked on the nose.
Some of the camouflage
pattern is discountinuous.
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Common painting and marking of the upper and lower wing.
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The painting example squadron name, 2./FAG122 is right, I ./FAG122 on the box is error.




