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During the early stages of the war in Viet Nam, American forces pioneered the “Airmobile” concept of transporting troops into combat zones by helicopter. As this practice developed
operationally, it became apparent that a heavily armed “gunship” helicopter would be of great value to protect and assist the troop carriers. In response, many modifications were made
to standard UH-1 Hueys, but it soon became clear that only a purpose-built gunship would do.

In 1965, as a private venture without government funding, Bell Helicopter began development of the model 209. The 209's design drew heavily on the earlier Huey troop transport's
proven transmission, rotor system and power plant, but these components were to be installed into a newly designed narrow fuselage with its pilots sitting in tandem, one behind the
other. The new “Cobra” first flew on September 7, 1965, and it had taken Bell only six months to complete the prototype.

In March of 1966, the Cobra was accepted by the U.S. Army with the designation AH-1G. Delivery of production aircraft began in May of 1967 and by September, Cobras were
deployed with many operational units in Viet Nam. By 1971, the Army and Marine Corps had acquired over 900 Cobras and had used them extensively for combat in Southeast Asia.

With the advent of later models such as the Army’ s AH-1S, the Marine’ s AH-1T Sea Cobra and now the USMC' s AH-1W, known officially as the Super Cobra, the Cobra
gunship simply gets better and more lethal with age. As the US Army became more involved in it' s AH-64 Apache program, the USMC began to develop an improved version
of the AH-1T that could take advantage of some of the new systems and developments in weapons and aircraft technology, beginning deliveries in 1985 of the improved AH-
1W. This newest snake now lays claim to being the most versatile helicopter gunship in the world.
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<READ THIS BEFORE YOU BEGIN> <LISEZ CE QUI SUIT AVANT DE COMMENCER LE MONTAGE>

- Study the instructions before assembling. - Etudier les schémas d’assemblage. - Controler que chaque piéce soit bien conforme avant de la coller 4 sa place.

- Do not use too much cement to join parts. - Nutiisez pas trop de colle pour réunir les pigces. - Ne famais manipuler la colle ou peinture & proximité d'une flamme.
- Open a window or make area well ventilated when cement or paint is in use. - Aérer soigneusement la piece ol vous peignez(ouvrir lafenéire). - Aprés avoir sorti les piéces du sac en ;oastique,

- Check the fit of each piece before cementing into place. déchirer le sac afin déviter que les enfants ne le mettent sur la téle et ne s'étouffent.

- Never use cement or paint near open flame.
- Tear up and throw away the empty plastic bags o avoid danger of suffocation for little children. GHBIITBEIC
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% Note Painting & Decal placement.
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Early Standard paint scheme prior to Desert Storm
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