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The Martin B-26 Marauder was a twin-engined American high speed medium
bomber. By the late 1930s, the obsolescent B-10 and B-18 were the mainstays of the
Army Air Corps bomber fleet, and these models were far below the new standards
being set by more advanced designs making their debut in Europe as war clouds
brewed over the Continent. To close up this capability gap, the Air Corps announced
on January 25, 1939 that it would be accepting bids from aircraft manufacturers for a
new high speed medium bomber design. Specs for the design were 1o be long
cruising range at high speed while carrying a maximum bombload of 2000 Ibs
(907kg). In July 1939, the Glenn L. Martin company submitted its bid, designated
"Martin 179", to the Army Air Board. The design was accepted immediately, and
orders for prototype production were made. Due to growing military tensions at the
time (Germany had just invaded Poland, and Britain and France countered by
declaring war on Germany), the following September, the Army made a production
order for 1,100 aircraft before the prototype was even finished. The first B-26 named
as such was built at the Baltimore plant and flew on November 25, 1940. Powered
by two Pratt & Whitney R-2800-5 engines, the plane was able to carry a 2,600kg
bombload -- almost three times the original Army specs -- at a top speed of
507km/h. The first B-26s produced were used exclusively for testing and training.
Full production commenced in 1941 and the aircraft began to be issued o Army
units shortly thereafter, Production switched to the B-26A model in the latter half of
1941, and to the B-26B from May 1942. The B-26B was the most produced model of
the series, and it featured many upgrades and changes from the early design,
including: improved protective armor; mounting of more powerful Pratt & Whitney
R-2800-41 Double Wasp radial engines; changeover from flaps to fowler flaps;
changes to the engine cowling design (including abandonment of the propeller
spinners); and changes in fixed armament. The design's major flaw of excessive
wingloading was addressed beginning with the B-26B Block 10 production run,
which saw the wingspan extended by 1.83m and the vertical stabilizer heightened by
76cm, The B-26C model was the same design as a late B model, but produced at
Martin's new Omaha plant. The B-26F had increased wing dihedral to improve
takeoff and landing characteristics, and was also fitted with emergency landing gear
extension equipment. Production subsequently shifted to the B-26G, which made
fine-tuning improvements over the IF model, The B-26 also saw Lend Lease service
with British forces as the Marauder Mk.I (B-26A), MK.IA (B-26B), Mk.II (B-26C)
and MEK.III (B-26F/G). In addition to main production models, there were many
prototype and testing variants of the B-26. After teething problems with the design's
tricky takeoff/landing characteristics were ironed out, the bomber won high
accolades from veteran bomber pilots. The Marauder got its first "baptism of fire" in
combat in the Pacific Theater before going on to see action in all other theaters of the
conflict by war's end.

(Data B-26B-50-MA)

Crew: seven; wingspan: 21.64m; length: 17.75m; height: 6.55m; engine: Pratt &
Whitney R-2800-43 Double Wasp radial engine x 2, takeoff-rated at 1,492kw
(2,000hp); top speed: 450km/h (at 4,600m); cruising range: 1,800km; defensive
armament: 12.7mm machine gun x 11; Maiden flight (first B-26 prototype):



