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instory note

The Douglas TBD Devastator was a torpedo bomber of the United States
Navy, ordered in 1934, first flying in 1935 and entering service in 1937. At that
point, it was the most advanced aircraft flying for the USN and possibly for any
navy in the world. However, the fast pace of aircraft development caught up with
it, and by the time of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor the TBD was already
outdated.

It performed well in some early battles, but in the Battle of Midway the
Devastators launched against the Japanese fleet were almost totally wiped out.
The type was immediately withdrawn from front line service, replaced by the

Grumman TBF Avenger.
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Wire ¢ 0,3 mm
Ring 6 mm

Assembly instructions

(al




125

Blue

TBD -1 ,,Devastator”, BuNo. 1506, T-16 of VT-8, USS Hornet, 4th June 1942 G rey
Aircraft flown by Lt Cdr J. C. Waldron and ACRM H. F. Hobbs. VT-8 was the only unit of USS Hornet
which found Japanese carriers off Midway that day. It was destroyed completely. Waldron and
Hobbs both lost their lives in T-16. 127
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TBD -1, Devastator”, BuNo. 0319, ,1" of VT-5, USS Yorktown, March 1942

Aircraft flown by CO of VT-5 Lt Cdr J. Taylor and CRM H. S. Nobbs during Lae-Salamua strikes in
March 1942. Lt Cdr Taylor flew this aircraft also during the attack against Japanese carriers Shoho
and Shokaku during the Coral Sea battle.

TBD -1,,Devastator”, 4-T-2 of CV-4, USS Ranger, 1942
USS Ranger was not supposed to operate torpedo aircraft and only thanks to wartime needs there
was asmallunitof TBD s aboard, usually up to eight planes. 4-T-2 is one of them.




