FALCON Clear-Vax Canopies

©

1/72 SCALE CANOPY SET No.29 Luftwaffe: Part 6

USING REPLACEMENT CANOPIES

Trimming: |nserta new blade into your modelling knife or scalpel. To separate the canopy from its base, score very gently around the ledge
moulded at the bottom. Do this very lightly at first, with minimum pressure. Repeat the process until the canopy pops away from the ledge. If
you score too heavily at first you risk slipping and ruining the canopy. Finally, any rough edges can be cleaned up by lightly sanding with fine
wet-and-dry paper. If you intend separating the canopy for display in the open position, we suggest cutting the break-lines before you cut the
canopy from its base.

Gluing: Cyanoacrylate (superglue) can be used to fix the canopy to the kit. It gives a fast-setting permanent joint, but fumes given off when
setting can cause frosting on clear parts. Where possible, mask around the joint with masking fluid or tape. PVA (white glue) is also usefui as
it is partly gap-filling, doesn’t attack the plastic, and dries clear,

| Painting: The best way to achieve crisp and convincing frame lines is by applying pre-painted strips of decal film. Paint part of a sheet of
clear decal film, then cut strips of the correct width with a sharp blade and a straight-edge. Decal film sticks better to a painted surface than to
bare plastic, so you will have to paint an undercoat on the frame lines marked on the canopy. This technique may not be suitable for canopies
with large or irregularly shaped framed areas. For these canopies we suggest you mask the clear areas with clear adhesive tape and then
remove the masking after painting.

Which kit? Please note that where we suggest a certain kitset as suitable for our replacement canopy, the suggested kit is generally
regarded as the most accurate model to the given scale. We cannot guarantee that our canopy will fit other kits of the same subject.

Arado Ar96. Suggested kit: Heller Ar 96B. The Clearvax canopy is 8. Junkers Ju 88A-5. Suggested kits: Italeri Ju 88A-4. The Clearvax main

sectioned for display in the open position, and directly replaces the kit canopy, nose cap and gondola rear directly replace the kit parts. Use

part. the kit nose underside (part 12C) and gondola front (part 65C). The

) major alteration needed to the kit is removal of the bulges on the

Arado Ar2348B. Suggested kit: Dragon Ar 234B. In order to fit the undersides of the cowlings as per figure 8A. We suggest backfilling the

ﬁ'efrt’gxtcﬁl‘lnﬁfyff”St_ﬂt the_stmall Clle(ig kltdpiani ')4 Sa”d 15 tfo;he ;uselage. inside of the cowlings with modelling epoxy prior to reshaping. Note
ote that all the framing is internal. (Good luck.) Suggested references: i ; E i

Ar 234 Bitz, by Smith & Creek (Monogram)- AeroDetail 16 Model A that these canopies cover the early series Ju 88A-5 aircraft and that

some Ju 88A-1 aircraft were also fitted with this type. Suggested
references: AeroDetail 20; Squadron/Signal In Action No.85: Aerodata
International No.9; Replic Nos 13 and 80.

No.348.

Blohm und Voss Bv 138. Suggested kit: Supermodel Bv 138. The

Clearvax main canopy directly replaces the kit item. Cut the bases from ; .
the kit turrets 4 mrr? yfrom thz bgﬁoms and fit the Clearvax turrets on 8. Messerschmitt Bf 109B-1 (early canopy). Suggested it: Heller Bf 1095.

top. Drill a hole in the turrets’ gun traverse slots to accept the cannon The Clearvax canopy directly replaces the kit item. Note the steep slope
barrels. Suggested references: Warplanes of the Third Reich, by Green of the windscreen compared to later versions. This canopy was fitted to

(McDonalds); Squadron/Signal No.1, Luftwaffe in Action. most early Bf 109B-1 aircraft fitted with the wooden propeller. Suggested
reference: Model Art No.375,

Dornier Do 18. Suggested kit: Matcbox/Revell Do 18. The Clearvax main . _ . _
and early style mid Upper turret canopies diractly replace the kit parts. ~ 10. Messerschmitt Me 210. Suggested kit: italeri Me 2T0A-71. The Clearvax

If using the MG 151 turret as per figure 44, first cut out and fit the canopy directly replaces the kit item. Use the kit nose glass (parts 33C
fairing directly over the cutout in the fuselage. The turret mechanism is and 34C). The dotted lines on the drawing show the position of the
the same as those used on the Bv 138, Do 24, Fw 200 and others. Either internal framing. Suggested references: Squadron/Signal In Action
build the mechanism from scratch or borrow the interior from one of No.147; Replic Nos 63 and 79.

the aforementioned kits. Suggested reference: Scale Aircraft Modelling,
Feb 1985 (excellent article on building the Matchbox kit plus internal - 11. Messerschmitt Me 323E. Suggested kit: ltaleri Me 323D. The Clearvax

drawings and plans). main canopy represents that fitted to the Me 323E series. Some Me 323D

) aircraft were retrofitted with this canopy also. The rear of this canopy
Focke-Wulf Fw 190 (standard canopy). Suggested kit: Revell was in two configurations as noted on figure 11. Drawing A has Y-
Fw 190A-8. The Clearvax canopy is sectioned for display in the open shaped framing, drawing B is solid with a clear sighting window. It is

position. Carefully cut the rear canopy fairing away from the kit fuselage,
fit the kit armour plate (part A4) to the Clearvax rear and then fit the
canopy in place on the fuselage. Suggested references: AeroDetail 6;
Model Art No.316; Squadron/Signal In Action No.19.

your choice which type is suitable for your model. Also supplied are the
wing-mounted turrets as fitted to the Me 323E-2. Drawing 11GC shows
the position they should be fitted on to part 60. The turrets are identical
to those fitted to Ju 188A-2 aircraft. Reference to the Italeri Ju 188 may

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 (“blown canopy”). Suggested kit Revell help as a source for the interior of these turrets. The Me 323F series

Fu 190A-8. Assembly is as above, apart from the solid fairing behind aircraft also had altered waist and nose gun positions.‘Consult your
the armour plate, which will need to be fabricated from scrap plastic. references carefully. Suggested references: Messerschmitt 321/323, by

Dabrowski (Schiffer); Squadron/Signal No.8, Luftwaffe In Action part 4.
Focke-Wulf Fw 190A-8 (“Rammjiger canopy”). Suggested kit: . . .
Hasegawa Fw 190A-8. The Clearvax canopy directly replaces the kit~ 12. Messerschmitt Me 410. Suggested kit: Hasegawa/Fine Molds Me 410,
itemn. Note: shown shaded on the drawing is the extra armour plate that Assembly is as for No.10, using kit part 1 in concert with the Clearvax
needs to be added to the kit fuselage. canopy.
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6. Focke-Wulf Fw 190 (“blown canopy’) 7. Focke-Wulf Fw 190A-8 (“Rammjiger ”)

9. Messerschmitt Bf 109B-1
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