
U,S,Amphibian I4ton4 4Truck
FORD G.PA, JEEP
1135 MILITARY MINIATURE SERIES NO.43

ITEM 35043

**
TAMIYA.

TAMIYA, INC.
3-7, ONDAWARA, SHIZUOKA-CITY, JAPAN.



Among various military vehicles that were active in Wor ld \r I I , the
U.S. Ford G.P.A. amphibious jeep as well as the German Schwimmwagen
were classed as '"unique" and ranked as the pioneers of military amphibious
vehicles which are now widely used as a matter of course. As early as
June 1940 when Bantam delivered their first jeep to the U.S. Army, the
Supply Division cherished the idea of developing an amphibious version of
the jeep. In view of the production capacity and w*ar situation of those
days, however, the production of the regular jeep \vas the first priority.
It was not until the beginning of 1941 that the idea was put into practice.
The Supply Division set out strict requirements as follows: the amphibious
version of the jeep should be a four-wheel drive car with unladen weight
of under 2.600 pounds, it must travel on land in the same way as the
regular jeep, cany three fully armed soldiers, one light machine gun and
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The Ford pilot model compared quite well in such pertormance with
Marmon-Herrington's.
On 10th April 1942, the first production order for 5,000 G.P.A. jeeps was
placed with Ford on condition that it should be filled as soon as pos-
sible. On 17th April 1942, the G.P.A. was recognised as a regular Army
vehicle. Ford manufactured 3.000 units during the one month period
from 10th April to 9th May of that year. Although confronted with
various production problems, Ford managed to produce a total of 12,778
units by the end of World War II. 12,775 out of them were registered on
the book of the Supply Division in three groups with serial numbers
702104—709999. 7010000—7012103 and 7012105—7014882. Most of these G.P.A.
ieeps were sent to U.S. forces on the western front, while some were used
in the Pacific theatre of war. The G.P.A. rendered the most distinguished
service in the forced crossing of the Dnieper by the Russians which started
on 19th March 1944. where a great number of G.P-A. jeeps lend leased to
the Sonet Union were the spearhead of the advance. The Russians not
only kept ssng the GP_A_ until they dashed into Berlin bat also manu-

afar the war their own arophflniwK jeep named GAZ-46 which
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tnre vehicles based on the Marroon-Herrington pilot model. Thus the small <Essential Specification of the G.P.A./
rr.ar.uiacturer suffered the same misfortune as Bantam experienced con- Overall length: 4.623m Overall width: 1.626m
cerning the regular jeep. The first pilot model of Ford was delivered to Overall height: 1.753m Weight: 1,647kg

-the U.S.-AHny—j»—Bebruary-4942- and-immediately -subjected--to—tests, -fe-5S£r_^at;JVatericirJecL^raighWy^^
Although it exceeded the weight limit by 1,000 pounds, the Ford pilot model 54 hp at 4,000 rpm
was able to travel on land at a speed of 60 mph and on water at 7 mph. Maximum speed: 96km'h (on land). 11.2km h (on waterl
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Helmet
(Olive Drab

Stock (Matt Brown
Barrel (Gun Metal)

When being on
abroad, the leggings
were removed.

(Painting of U.S. Military Vehicles)
Generally the vehicles used by the U.S. Armed Forces were painted in
single olive drab colour. And we may safely say that this olive drab
colour varied slightly in different shades from dark green through olive
drab, and the one between dark greenish and olive drab. Seats on the
G.P.A. jeeps were covered with khaki or dark green canvas. The interior
was painted in the same colour as the outside.

Marking of U.S. Army ' I !
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?£ USA 705234

(Paint to be used)
Use enamel paint recommend for plastic
part are also indicated in construction of

(ClotNr^ Worn by I
The G.RA. jeep was ised
not only by the Army bid:
also by the Marine Corps-
Marines used the same cloth-
ing and equipment as army
soldiers did with the excep-
t ion that marines carried
a dirk at all times and
wore a life jacket when they

were embarked amphibious
landings. These characteriz-
ed marine equipment.
For converting your model
figure into a marine, see
the illustration at left.

models. Colours to paint each
these figures.

Matt Black
Gun Metal
Buff

Dark Green
Olive Drab
Matt Brown
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Also on opposide side.

Marking of U.S. Marine Corps

Also on opposite side.
U8.M.C. 4IB3I2

Marking of U.S. Army (2)
Also on opposite side. <&Also on opposite side.

US.A 7051!!2 S

Paint the circle
inside in white.

• This star mark is applied to
Large 9\e two types shown above.

Alsc cr oDdosite side. Also on opposite side.
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•*• Study the instructions and photo-

graphs before commencing assembly.

*You will need a sharp knife, a screw-

driver, a pair of tweezers, a file, and a

pair of pliers.

•*-Do not break parts away from sprue,

but cut off carefully with a pair of pliers.

^Before finally cementing each part to-

gether, be sure that parts fit correctly

together. And that you are aware of the

next sequence to be followed.
*Use glue sparingly. Use only enough

to make a good bond. Apply cement to

both parts to be joined.

*Painting Your Model

As well as improving the look of your

completed model, painting will give you

a more pleasing result. Moreover, paint

ensures a better base for decals.

good application of decals.

(Construction of Your G.P.A. Model)

Follow each construction step and as-

semble in the order of the wheels, the

lower hull, the upper hull, and the figure.

Paint each assembly when it completed,

but small parts and internal parts should

be painted while still on the sprue.

Exact ccs ' -" "•

(Rear Wheel)
Make 2 sets.

m Matt Black

i Fixing Front Suspension

BIS

B13

impress down in the posi-
tion shown and turn as

: indicated by arrow.

*Slide to the direction shown
by arrow and fit pins into '
holes on Lower Hull.

Fixing Lower HuJI Parts ^̂ ,̂
= :: =: = ".;(*r

: - =

{Reference Figure 'cr

(Front) B23

= 1:

*When fixing B23 & B22, see
B22 the illustrations on the lef:.



Rear B 22

(Construction of Figure)
(Driver)

^Painting Guide of Figures i
illustrated overleaf.

{Accessory Parts)

(Blanket) 2 sets.

Construction of Upper Decking & Cockpit

(Rear)

(Construction of Headlight)
Make 2 sets.



: TAMIYA ACRYLIC PAINTS
• Need precise color matching? H
jTry the new Tamiya acrylic Ss
• paints. Engineered by modelers for:
: modeler's use. The final cover for the :
: finest models. Insist on Tamiya fo r j
: perfect results. :

TAMIYA COLOR CATALOGUE
The latest in oars, boats, tanks and ships.
Motorized, radio controlled and museum
quality models are all shown in full color in
Tamiya's latest catalogue. At your nearest
hobby supply house.

TAMIYA
TAMIYA, INC.
3-7ONDAWARA.SHIZUOKA-CITY.JAWN.

Fenders ^^nders were hang on these posi-
tions to soften the blow when the
vehicle touched harder objects.
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