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Historie Bibgf "German Midget Submarine" cz
Biber byl jednou ze zbranI vyvinut/ch böhem druh6 svötov6 väl§ v obdob[, kdy se situace na frontäch obracela v
neprospöch Nömecka. V roce 1 943, kdy zaöalo bltjasn6, Ze dojde k invazi nökde na atlantick6m pobieZi Evropy,
zaöaly byt v Nömecku vyvijeny neortodoxnizbranä, kter6 möly invazi zabränit. Vedle iiditelnlich torp6d Neger,
Mardera Hai möly invazni flotilu zastavit iminiponorky Biber a Molch.

ldeov! nävrh Biberu pochäzel od korvetniho kapitäna Bartelse. V tovärnö Flenderwerke v Lübecku, kde byly
postaveny prototypy a rc4ela se s6riovä vliroba, vlvoj vedl Hermann Bunte. Bartels byl üdajnö ovlivnön
ukoiistönou britskou miniponorkou Welmann W46. Miniponorka Biber möla vltiak 6,6 tuny. Na hladinö ji pohänöl
automobilovf motor Opel Blitz a pod hladinou elektromotor GL231 firmy SSW. Potopit se mohl do hloubky 20m,
nouzovö do 30 metrü. Y'lzbrq tvoiila dvö torp6da G7e nebo miny. Konstrukce byla tak malä, ie byl Biber
jednomistn)i. I tak nemöl fidiö, sedicive vöZi mnoho pracovniho prostoru.

Prototyp Biberu, nazvan!Adam byl testovän na vodö od 29.biezna 1944.Zezaöälku byly testy neüspö5n6, ale
po odladöni nedostatkü svolil K. Dönitz k rn!robö dal§ich ötyi prototypü a pozdöji k s6riov6 vfrobö. Ta dala celkem
324 kusü Biberü, na vlrobö se podilely Flenderwerke, Ansaldo a Klökner-Humbolt.Deutz.

Bibery byly zaiazeny do tzv. K-flotill, oznaöenych öisly 1 ai 9- Nasazeny byly böhem invaze v Normandii v
Laman§sk6m prülivu, v Severnim moiiv Norsku, v üsti Seldy a tak6 na iece Waal pii ütoku na most v Nijmegenu.
Jejich rispö§nost jako nosiöü torp6d byla velmi nizkä. Vice üspöchü Bibery dosähly kladenim min. Böhem
nasazeni se objevily probl6my s pronikänim rnj"fukovfch plynü do iidiöovy sekce. Velkä öäst ztracenfch Biberü
piipadä na tuto zävadu. Vzhledem k mal6 vf§ce möli iidiöi, orientujlci se podle kompasu, probl6my s orientaci a
nalezeni cile. Navic byl Biber, na hladinö stabilni a obratnli, pod hladinou nestabilni. I kdyZ bylo nökolik Biberü
ukoiistöno böhem välky, nedoökaly se vöt5ich testü. Nökolik pieZivSich Biberü je vystavoväno v muzeich.

History
The Biberwas one of the weapon systems developed during the Second World Warat the time when the situation
for Nazi Germanywas gradually becoming worse and worse on both fronts. ln 1943 it became clearthattheAllied
invasion would take place soon somewhere on Europe'sAtlantic coast so the German military began to seek and
develop new and rather unorthodox types ofweapons to avert the invasion. Along the Neger, Marder and Hai
manned torpedoes, also the Biber and Molch midget submarines were to stop the invasion fleet.
The original idea of the Bibersub came from Korvettenkaprtän Robert Bartels and first prototypes were built and
the production took place at Flanderwerke in Lübeck, the development being led by Hermann Bunte. Allegedly,
Bartels was influenced by captured British Welman W46 midget sub. The Biber's displacement was 6.6 tonnes,
on the surface it was powered by a 32 HP Otto Blitz petrol engine and while submerged, the propulsron was
provided by a Siemens SSW GL231 electric motor. The Biber could submerge down to 20m, in emergency to
30m. lt could carry eithertwo G7e torpedoes or mines. The hull was so diminutive that its operator (only a crew of
one was possible) did not have much space in the conning tower.
The Biber prototype, known also as Adam, was put to tests on 29 March 1944, though the tests were not quite
successful and several improvements had to be implemented before German admiral Karl Dönitz approved
building of four further prototype Bibers and later also the large scale production, which would gave a total of 324
Bibers from Flanderwerke, Ansaldo and Klökner-HumboltDeutz plants.
ln service, Bibers were put into so-called K-flottillen numbered 1 to 9, which saw action in the English Channel
during theAllied invasion, in the North Sea off Norway, in the Scheldt estuary and also in the riverWaal during the
attack on the Nijmegen bridge. Bibers did not enjoy much success in the torpedo-carrying role, mine-laying
missions suited them better. Some trouble also occured due to the exhaust fumes getting into the operator's
station and many Bibers were lost just to this reason. The conning tower lacked in height causing the submarine
pilot, who was equipped only with wrist compass, difficulties in finding his way to the target. Moreover, the Biber
although being rather manoeuvrable and stable on the surface, was clumsy while submerged. Several Biber
submarines were captured during the war, but theAllies did not seem to find interest in them and tested them only
very briefly. Some of the surviving machines have been put to display in museums.
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§speciaL Attractive 1/72 sca/e models offered
ffimffi@ffiffi by Special Hobby in Special Armour line
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s472003

A4N2
Rocket

s472012

i Meillerwagen *v-z rransporter"

s472014

s472015 sA72018

Biber Trailer"..,". ...,."

USE CMR TOOI^S AND WEATIIERINC PIOMENTS FOR YOAR, KITS,
HIOIO HANDLE FOR, OUR, SAWS

. PRICELESS TOOL FOR R,ESIN

PARIS AOJUSTMENT

ALL OF THE AEOVE ITEMS CAN 8E FOUNO ANO OROEREO WWW.CMKKITS.COM
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U-boot Vll Windirg platform

{2 (hute version}
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U-boot Vll Engine se(tion
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U-boot Vl I Win(h for
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U-boot Vll (ommand te(tion

N7200411t72)
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U'bootVll Torpedo tection

N720A9 t1l72j
U'boot Vll Win<h for loading

'<ean.-: r* "- *';-{W*.
",:;.Eqg*§r" . .-! 

:ij -aqfj::-'
'4<.?4:'il!:si/./

-n:,,44

a"& &&n
g1 %w

5l*:,4§,, .,.",,,,",,," 1 172
h.n 4.tvisp.tl I ii ng) tdr Reveli k[ s*'

U. '.r: J t
' ,.)'aa ! ,

'''l r?a *1

_d;f ;:;a iz;

5--fi1i-f"""n.*n, 117."4

F7212A

1t7"1

5ß?f3, ","-,",.,^." 
1t72

rom a.ru se pzd lri3 i!jrc.Rerell kiisl*

F72127
U-Vll fiew airest-part ll

41. -

tÄ-q+

F12431
U-VU aaftmcannon crela

117?

ML80290

COMMAND BOAT-LAUNCH
{Komsandantenboot}

F,1f;Jf,8...""- 1172
Sihn-eilb@-t§-r00 fJ fqurcs) lcäk

. .,.. -:,:.
*.''.::.' '

El,?,131""","", 1t72
Sdrrellb@1 S-100 {3 rgures}

1t7?[,r,,ixi:**"* 1n2
Gucewror3.TmFlak(3toI *''e 5fi11i".",,",.,." 1i72

Güh-cre8 for2.m Flek 13 iis.l "'ru
a j.^

1t72

't, n

1+.1:'.

::i 1 .1;}i 4, ? ;; :a:;

fla1:A^,**.* ^*. 1172



WM&:Hffi'Hil:ä,x?,t'fJ*" ffi
N72O1 1 - U-Boot typ lX Front Torpedo
Section

This highly detailed set c0vers the flont torped0 se(ti0n with crew bunks. The set (0n-

tains 2 t0rpedoes, 6 hamm0(ks, 4 (losed t0rpedo tubes, 2 watertight bulkhead5, t0r

ped0 l0ading shaft with watertight hatch and fl00r This set is intended f0r the new

Revell 1/72 (ale lJ boottyp lXC.

N72015 - U-Boot typ lX Front Crew
Quarters

N72014 - U-Boot typ lX Command Section
(Control room)

submarine. The set c0ntains 2 wateltig ht bulkheads with seaied doo6, floot, ladder to

the (oning tower with watertight hatrh, L0wer part 0i the per5c0pe, t0ntrols f0I

dlving planes and p0werplant. This set i5 ftended for the felv Reve 1/'72 scale

U boot typ lX(.

N72016 - U-Boot typ lX Captain's &
Officers'Ward Rooms

Ihis highly detailed set covers the fr0nt crew quarters sedi0n. The set conlains 3

bunks, peßonal lo(kers, watertight bulkhead with sealed doo6, watertight bulkhead

with manh0le hatch and fl00r This set is intended f0r the new Revell 1 /72 s(ale u-b0ot

typ lX(.

N72O22- U-Boot typ lX Galley

This hiqhly detailed set coveru the (apta f't and 0fü(trs lard r00ms. The set (0ntains

0f 3 ward r00ms, 5 bunks, peßona locketr e!d t:b e5. lratertight bulkhead with

sealed d00r, bulkhead between partitular f,'ard rc0ms, watertiqht bu khead wilh

manhole hatch,0perati0n Ioom with sonar !nd radi0s 3nd lloor. Thls set i5 intefded

for the new ReveL 1/72 scale U boot typ lx(

List of resin kits for U-Boot typ lX (Revell kit)
N72010 U Bo0tlX0pened Flontand RealTorpedolltzlle D00Is*

N7201'l U'800tlXFrontTorpedoSetti0n

N72012 - lJ-800t iX RearT0rpedo Sect 0n& (Ieu b!iks

N72013 - U-800t lX lxteriol 5et Part I +

N72014 lJ B0ot X C0mmand Sectl0f ((0ntr0l ro0m

N72015 ll B00t LX tront (rew 0udrteß

N72016 U B00t lx Captain's & officeß'Ward R0oms

N72017 U Boot lX Engine se.tlon f0r REV

N720'18- U-B00tlXWeap0n5et-5ingle37mm &2iHin2lmmAAcann0ns

N72019-L.l B00tlXlorpedoLoad ng(arton Sea*

N72020 U Boot lXWeapon (0fversl0nset- new l0imm tann0n and FlakV erllng

(4x20 mm)

N72021 - U-Boot lX Exteriol Set PaIt *

N72022 - U-Boot X Gal ey

N72021 -U B00t XFlakVierling20mm (4x20mml'

n(cming soon

This highly detailed set c0vers the submarine's galley. The tel contains 0f 2 watertlght

bulkheads with sealed d006, fl00r, ladder t0 the upper manh0le with wateltight hatch,

stove, sink, frldge wjth (0mpress0r and ventt, ali ne(essary f0r the kit(hen 0peIati0n

duringthe(ruises.lhissetisintendedforthenevrRevellT/72scaleU b00ttyp Xt.
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