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. Biber "cerman Midget Submarine" 2
Historie C

Biber byl jednou ze zbrani vyvinutych b&hem druhé svétové valky v obdobi, kdy se situace na frontach obracela v
neprospéch Némecka. V roce 1943, kdy zacalo byt jasné, Ze dojde k invazi nékde na atlantickém pobfezi Evropy,
zacaly byt v Némecku vyvijeny neortodoxni zbrané, které mély invazi zabranit. Vedle fiditelnych torpéd Neger,
Marder a Hai mély invazni flotilu zastavit i miniponorky Biber a Molch.

Ideovy navrh Biberu pochazel od korvetniho kapitana Bartelse. V tovarné Flenderwerke v Libecku, kde byly
postaveny prototypy a rozjela se sériova vyroba, vyvoj vedl Hermann Bunte. Bartels byl Gdajné ovlivnén
ukofisténou britskou miniponorkou Welmann W46. Miniponorka Biber méla vytlak 6,6 tuny. Na hladiné ji pohanél
automobilovy motor Opel Blitz a pod hladinou elektromotor GL231 firmy SSW. Potopit se mohl do hloubky 20m,
nouzové do 30 metrl. Vyzbroj tvofila dvé torpéda G7e nebo miny. Konstrukce byla tak mala, Ze byl Biber
jednomistny. | tak nemél fidi¢, sedici ve véZi mnoho pracovniho prostoru.

Prototyp Biberu, nazvany Adam byl testovan na vodé od 29.bfezna 1944. Ze zacatku byly testy netispé&sné, ale
po odladéni nedostatku svolil K. Dénitz k vyrobé dal$ich ¢tyr prototypli a pozdéji k sériové vyrobé. Ta dala celkem
324 kusU Bibert, na vyrobé se podilely Flenderwerke, Ansaldo a KI6kner-Humbolt-Deutz.

Bibery byly zafazeny do tzv. K-flotill, oznacenych €isly 1 az 9. Nasazeny byly béhem invaze v Normandii v
Lamangském prulivu, v Severnim mofi v Norsku, v (sti Seldy a také na fece Waal pii Gtoku na most v Nijmegenu.
Jejich Uspésnost jako nosicl torpéd byla velmi nizka. Vice uspéchd Bibery dosahly kladenim min. Béhem
nasazeni se objevily problémy s pronikanim vyfukovych plynl do fidiGovy sekce. Velka ¢ast ztracenych Biber(
pfipada na tuto zavadu. Vzhledem k malé vySce méli fidici, orientujici se podle kompasu, problémy s orientaci a
nalezeni cile. Navic byl Biber, na hladiné stabilni a obratny, pod hladinou nestabilni. | kdyZ bylo nékolik Bibert
ukofisténo béhem valky, nedockaly se vétsich testli. Nékolik prezivsich Bibert je vystavovano v muzeich.

History EN
The Biber was one of the weapon systems developed during the Second World War at the time when the situation
for Nazi Germany was gradually becoming worse and worse on both fronts. In 1943 it became clear that the Allied
invasion would take place soon somewhere on Europe's Atlantic coast so the German military began to seek and
develop new and rather unorthodox types of weapons to avert the invasion. Along the Neger, Marder and Hai
manned torpedoes, also the Biber and Molch midget submarines were to stop the invasion fleet.

The original idea of the Biber sub came from Korvettenkapitédn Robert Bartels and first prototypes were built and
the production took place at Flanderwerke in Lubeck, the development being led by Hermann Bunte. Allegedly,
Bartels was influenced by captured British Welman W46 midget sub. The Biber's displacement was 6.6 tonnes,
on the surface it was powered by a 32 HP Otto Blitz petrol engine and while submerged, the propulsion was
provided by a Siemens SSW GL231 electric motor. The Biber could submerge down to 20m, in emergency to
30m. It could carry either two G7e torpedoes or mines. The hull was so diminutive that its operator (only a crew of
one was possible) did not have much space in the conning tower.

The Biber prototype, known also as Adam, was put to tests on 29 March 1944, though the tests were not quite
successful and several improvements had to be implemented before German admiral Karl Dénitz approved
building of four further prototype Bibers and later also the large scale production, which would gave a total of 324
Bibers from Flanderwerke, Ansaldo and Klékner-Humbolt-Deutz plants.

In service, Bibers were put into so-called K-flottillen numbered 1 to 9, which saw action in the English Channel
during the Allied invasion, in the North Sea off Norway, in the Scheldt estuary and also in the river Waal during the
attack on the Nijmegen bridge. Bibers did not enjoy much success in the torpedo-carrying role, mine-laying
missions suited them better. Some trouble also occured due to the exhaust fumes getting into the operator's
station and many Bibers were lost justto this reason. The conning tower lacked in height causing the submarine
pilot, who was equipped only with wrist compass, difficulties in finding his way to the target. Moreover, the Biber
although being rather manoeuvrable and stable on the surface, was clumsy while submerged. Several Biber
submarines were captured during the war, but the Allies did not seem to find interest in them and tested them only
very briefly. Some of the surviving machines have been put to display in museums.
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Attractive 1/72 scale models offered
by Special Hobby in Spec:al Armour Ilne

SA72001 ' SA72003

- A4/Vv2
Heavy Tractor” Bocket;

SA72012 SA72014

A4/V2
i Meillerwagen “V-2 Transporter” Pr OtOtype

SA72015 SA72018

A- Stoffanhang
USE CMK TOOLS AND WEATHERING PIGMENTS FfOR YOUR I(IT.S'

11010 HANDLE FOR OUR SAWS
- PRICELESS TOOL FOR RESIN
PARTS ADJUSTMENT

o

L
|- weathering pigments
“ -

g

ALL OF THE ABOVE ITEMS CAN BE FOUND AND ORDERED  WWW.CMKKITS.COM
VIA OUR OFFICIAL WEBSITE AND E-SHOP..............oovovven... WWW.SPECIALHOBBY.EU

% 0NE SANDING STICK.




ﬁ fPeCial v pecINSETS AND FIGURES E@
OBBWY orrereo sy speciaL Hossy  p——

, THE BEST RESIN SETS FOR THE TYPE VIIC SUBMARINE (1/72 REVELL KIT)

N72002 (1/72) N72001(1/72) N72005 (1/72) N72003 (1/72)
U-boot Vit Torpedo section U-boot Vil Command section Officers” Ward Roem and Galley U-boot VIl Engine section

N72009 (1/72) N72004 (1/72) N72008 (1/72) N72007 (1/72)
U-boot VIl Winch for loading torpedoes  U-boot VIl Exterior set Part | - Turret U-boot Vil Winding platform U-boot VIl Winch for

(2 chute version) loading torpedoes on sea

&899  FIGURES & OTHER ACCESSORIES FOR SUBMARINES AND SHIPS

F72160 F72132
Bt e V2 B Beicorron W2 e T2 2., 1172

3figures ) B (3 figures) _ seale Schneilboot S-100 (3 figures)
g»!% "

51%361}8-0( - Crew returning 1 I 72 F72185 1 I7 2

) 31
from a cruise part. | (3 fig) for Revelt kit 59 U-Vi Allantic version e \Eﬁ“gg mm cannon crew 1 l 72 ﬂ,ﬁ}%ﬁm version 1 I 72
Gun-Crew for 3.7 om Flak (3 fig) in action 3 figres s Gun-Crew for 2 om Flak (3 fig)

oty Attt

Frans F72133

Vil o - " F72250 F72116 l7
%}I“ucr’::;/ RS 1 IZ% LV drew on semiry 1 ’Zg U-boat U-IX - Crew in Raincoats 1 I 72 U-Vil crew (guard with bmoculars)1 2
(3 figures 3 figures (3 fig) for Revell kit scale (3 figures) scale

F72249 AL LA
g:z%gﬁiet for field 1 I 72 U-boat U-IX - Crew returning 1 I 72 U-Vil crew (provision) 1 [ lﬁ
Kkitchen scale from a cruise part. Il (3 fig) for Revell kit %% {3 figy ML80290 4 /7’2
scale
COMMAND BOAT-LAUNCH
{Kommandantenboot)

e

Sy ARTHASTER
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THE BEST RESIN SETS FOR THE TYP IXC SUBMARINE (1/72 REVELL KIT)

N72011 - U-Boot typ IX Front Torpedo N72014 - U-Boot typ IX Command Section
Section (Control room)

This highly detailed set covers the front torpedo section with crew bunks. The setcon-  This highly detailed set covers the submarine’s command sec . the heart of the
tains 2 torpedoes, 6 hammocks, 4 closed torpedo tubes, 2 watertight bulkheads, tor-  submarine. The set contains 2 watertight bulkheads with sealed doors, floor, ladder to
pedo loading shaft with watertight hatch and floor. This set is intended for the new  the coning tower with watertight hatch, lower part of the periscope, controls for

Revell 1/72 scale U-boot typ IXC. diving planes and powerplant. This set is intended for the new Revell 1/72 scale
U-boot typ IXC.

N72015 - U-Boot typ IX Front Crew N72016 - U-Boot typ IX Captain’s &

Quarters Officers’ Ward Rooms

This highly detailed set covers the front crew quarters section. The set contains 3 This highly detailed set covers the Captain's and officers' ward rooms. The set contains
bunks, personal lockers, watertight bulkhead with sealed doors, watertight bulkhead ~ of 3 ward rooms, 5 bunks, personal lockers and tables, watertight bulkhead with
with manhole hatch and floor. This set is intended for the new Revell 1/72 scale U-boot ~ sealed door, bulkhead between particular ward rooms, watertight bulkhead with
typ IXC. manhole hatch, operation room with sonar and radios and floor. This set is intended

N72022 - U-Boot typ X Galley for the new Revell 1/72 scale U-boot typ IXC.
. List of resin kits for U-Boot typ IX (Revell kit)

N72010 — U-Boot IX Opened Front and Rear Torpedo Muzzle Doors *

N72011 — U-Boot IX Front Torpedo Section

N72012 — U-Boot IX Rear Torpedo Section& Crew bunks

N72013 — U-Boot IX Exterior Set Part | *

N72014 - U-Boot IX Command Section (Control room)

N72015 — U-Boot IX Front Crew Quarters

N72016 — U-Boot IX Captain’s & Officers’Ward Rooms

N72017 — U-Boot IX Engine section for REV

N72018 — U-Boot IX Weapon Set — Single 37 mm & 2 twin 20 mm AA cannons
N72019 — U-Boot IX Torpedo Loading Cart on Sea*®

N72020 — U-Boot IX Weapon Conversion set - new 105mm cannon and Flak Vierling
(4x20 mm)

N72021 - U-Boot IX Exterior Set Part [1*

This highly detailed set covers the submarine’s galley. The set contains of 2 watertight V72022~ U-Boot IX Galley

bulkheads with sealed doors, floor, ladder to the upper manhole with watertight hatch, ~ N72023 ~ U-Boot X Flak Vierling 20mm (4x20mm)*

stove, sink, fridge with compressor and vents, all necessary for the kitchen operation

during the cruises. This set is intended for the new Revell 1/72 scale U-boot typ IXC. *Coming soon

MORE INFORMATION AT WWW.CMKKITS.COM AND WWW.SPECIALHOBBY.EU




