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There are few aircraft types that took part in combat during World War Two, that can be described with such one sided outcomes in terms of kill : loss ratio
as the Hellcat. Representing the middle of the Grumman Cat lineage, the Hellcat was a unique type right from its beginnings. Success of its older brother, the
Wildcat, which carried on its shoulders the bulk of the strain of the Pacific air war in 1942, prompted the US Navy to give Grumman free reign over the
independent development of a new fighter. This type was to act as insurance in the event the concept of the F4U Corsair turned out unsuccessful. Grumman
designers set forth with the design, with emphasis on ease of manufacture, performance and suitability for carrier ops. On the 30th of June, 1941, as Corsair
production was initiating, the Navy signed an order for two prototype XF6F-1s, and a star was born. Original expectations centered around development of the
proven F4F Wildcat, which was to be dominated by installation of more powerful engines. As such, this eventually evolved into a new fighter altogether. The
US Navy also had accumulated combat experience, and was able to incorporate pilot suggestions into the design. The Hellcat was some 60% heavier than the
Wildcat, was more heavily armed, had a more powerful engine, was more heavily armored, carried more fuel and was generally of a more robust construction.
The first prototype took to the air on June 26th, 1942, and by January, 1943 equipped the first Navy unit, V{-9, on the deck of the Essex. The new type was
called Hellcat. The name not only suggested the place to which her enemies would be sent, but was also a play on words. The term in the old west referred
to barroom brawlers, and that was what the Navy wanted: a tough fighter with hard fists, that could absorb punishment and had stamina. The Hellcat line didn't
result in the most elegant of fighters. It was, after all, over twice as heavy as its main adversary, the Japanese A6M Zero. But elegance certainly doesn't play
a pivotal role in terms of the potential survival of the pilot. It was a fighter first and foremost in every sense of the word, designed around the requirements
of the pilot to fulfill the combat mission for which it was designed and he was trained. The initial version, F6F-3, was supplanted by the dash five, which
modified the canopy, cowl, bombracks and droptanks. The first combat engagement of the enemy occurred on September 1st, 1943, when an Emily was
flamed by the half inch guns of two Hellcats. Their advantage over Japanese fighters was well demonstrated on February 16th, 1944, when, in the vicinity
of Truk, over 100 fighters were claimed in the air and over 150 on the ground for the loss of four aircraft. Five days later, in the Marianas, a further 160 enemy
aircraft were destroyed in the air and on the ground Often one sided combat was documented in the battle for the Philippine Sea that culminated on June 19th,
1944 in the now legendary 'Great Marianas Turkey Shoot', where Hellcat pilots claimed some 350 enemy aircraft destroyed. A further turkey hunt took place
between October 12th and 14th, 1944 over Formosa, seeing the destruction, at the hands of Hellcat pilots, of 300 enemy aircraft for the loss of 27. In October,
1944, the Japanese began to escalate night attacks, bringing on a requirement for night fighters to counter them. USAAF P-61s were too far off. Night fighting
variants of the Hellcat were introduced in the form of the F6f-5N and F6F-3N, equipped with radar. This new role for the Hellcat first appeared at the end
of'fall, 1944 during the intensification of kamikaze attacks, that required the interception of unorthodox attacks by aircraft that avoided air to air combat. Other
major combat was seen over the Japanese islands over the first half of 1945. Although the Hellcat was progressively replaced by its stablemate F4U Corsair,
it served in the combat role up to the end of the war. Under the designation Hellcat F Mk 1 and I1, several hundred served with the Royal Navy, notably in the
Atlantic covering convoys, and also in the Far East. According to statistics, there were 12275 Hellcats of all versions made. For the loss of 270 of these, Hellcat
pilots claimed 5156 kills. That accounts for over half of USN and USMC victories. The Hellcat also became the most successful carrier based fighter in the
Pacific in under two years of ops. Lumbering, awkward at first glance, lacking in elegance, barroom brawler — wild, tough, a fearless hulk, able to clear
asaloon before turning three times. .....that was the Hellcat in the skies over the Pacific.

uvodem

Neni mnoho letounti druhé svétové valky, o kterych by bylo mozno hovotit tak jednozna¢né, pokud jde o pomér vitézstvi a porazek, jako o Hellcatu.
Prostiedni z rodiny grummanovych koek se od zabdhnutych zptisobti Zivota odlisoval jiz od poatku. Uspéchy starsiho bratra, Wildcatu, ktery v roce 1942
nesl na svych bedrech ptevaznou tihu letecké valky v Pacifiku, vedlo US Navy k rozhodnuti dat Grummanu volné ruce k samostatnému vyvoji nového
stihactho letounu. Ten mél v pfipadé potteby nahradit rodici se projekt F4U Corsair, pokud by se jeho koncepce neosvédcila. Konstruktéti Grummanu
se pustili do vyvoje letounu, ktery mél byt nepfilis naroény na vyrobu, vykonny a snadno pouzitelny jako palubni stihacka. 30. Cervna 1941, v den kdy byla
zadana sériova vyroba Corsairt, podepsala Navy objednavku na dva prototypy XF6F-1. Hvézda pacifického nebe zacala vychéazet. Piivodni pedpoklad
uvazoval pouze o inovacich osvéd¢eného typu FAF Wildcat, ve kterych mélo dominovat zabudovani silnéjsiho motoru. Avsak v konstrukénich kancelafich
Grummanu brzy zacal vznikat zcela novy letoun. US Navy jiz také méla dostatek bojovych zkusSenosti, aby mohlo byt vyrazné ptihlédnuto k pozadavkim
piloti. Novy typ, 0 60 % t&ézsi nez Wildcat, mél siln¢jsi vyzbroj, motor, pancéfovani, vétsi palivové nadrze a celkové robusnéjsi konstrukei. Prvni prototyp
vzIétl 26. Cervna 1942 a jiz 16. ledna 1943 byla letouny FOF vyzbrojena prvni bojova jednotka — VF-9, sidlici na palub¢ letadlové lodi Essex. Novy letoun
dostal pojmenovani ,,Hellcat“. Vice nez pfiznacné jméno neznamena jen koc¢ku odnasejici si do pekla své nepratele; byla to hiicka se slovy na druhou —
Hellcat ve slangu ostfilenych hochti amerického zapadu znamena ,,hospodsky rvac®. A takového Navy potiebovala — silny letoun s tvrdymi péstmi, ktery
by leccos vydrzel a ve rvacce tak snadno neztratil dech... Linie Hellcatu z n€j netvoii nejelegantnéjsi letoun své doby. Vzdyt byl vice nez dvakrat t€zsi, nez
jeho hlavni protivnik — Mitsubishi A6M Zero. Ale o eleganci jisté v efektivnosti vzdusného boje a potencialu pro preziti pilota az tak nejde. Hellcat byl
predevsim rvacem Sitym na miru potiebam pilotd a specifice val¢iste, pro které byl uréen. Prvni variantu FOF-3 brzy doplnila F6F-5 se zménami v prekrytu
kabiny, krytt motoru, zdvésniky pum a pfidavnych nadrzi. Prvni vzdusny stfet s nepfitelem piisel 1. zati 1943, kdy se pod davkami pulpalcovych kulomett
dvou Hellcatti k zemi zfitila Emily. Svou pievahu nad japonskymi stihackami ukéazali piloti Hellcatl vice nez ukazkové 16. unora 1944, kdy v oblasti Truku
sestfelili vice nez 100 japonskych letount a dalsich 150 zni¢ili na zemi—a to pfi vlastni ztraté ctyf stroju. Jen o pét dni pozd¢ji v oblasti Marianas Islands zni€ili
pacificti rvaci ve vzduchu i na zemi dalSich vice nez 160 letounti protivnika. Velmi ¢asté mohutné stiety obdobi bitvy o Filipinské mote vyvrcholily 19. ¢ervna
1944 povéstnym ,,Jovem marianskych krocana®, kdy piloti Hellcatti zni€ili vice nez 350 letount protivnika. Dalsi ,,lov na krocany* se uskute¢nil ve dnech
12. - 14. tijna 1944 nad oblasti Formosy — béhem tfi dntl narokovali piloti Hellcatli pies 300 vzdusnych vitézstvi pti ztraté 27 vlastnich stroji. Kdyz v fijnu
1944 Japonci zacali zvySovat své nocni utoky, pfisla potfeba nasazeni noCnich stihacii. Letouny P-61 od USAAF, které by mohly pomoci, byly pfili§ vzdalené.
Proto byly urychlené nasazeny no¢ni stihaci varianty Hellcatu, ozna¢ované jako F6F-5N a FO6F-3N se zabudovanym radarem. Nova role pro Hellcaty pfisla
koncem podzimu 1944 pii zvySeném nasazeni kamikaze, kdy museli jejich piloti zastavovat neobvykle utocici protivniky, ktefi se zcela vyhybali stietim
ve stihacich soubojich. K dalsim velkym bojim, tentokrat jiz v oblasti japonskych ostrovii, dochazelo po celou prvni polovinu roku 1945. Ackoliv byl Hellcat
koncem valky postupné nahrazovan svym souputnikem F4U Corsair, v bojové sluzbé vydrzel az do konce valky. Pod nazvem Hellcat F Mk I. a II. slouzilo
nékolik set téchto stroji také u Royal Navy, zejména v Atlantiku pfi ochrané konvojt a také na Dalném vychod¢. Podle statistik bylo vyrobeno 12275 Hellcatt
vSech verzi. Pti ztratach 270 vlastnich stroji dosahli jejich piloti 5156 sestieli. To je vice nez polovina vSech vzdusnych vitézstvi USN a USMC. Z Hellcatu

rvac - divoky, silny, nebojacny potez, ktery se tfikrat otocil a byl schopny vybilit cely saloon. Takovy byl Hellcat na pacifickém nebi.



ATTENTION * UPOZORNENI * ACHTUNG * ATTENTION *

Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of reach of small children.
Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

Pred zapocetim stavby si peclive prostuduijte stavebni navod. Pfi pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného
ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poZiti drobnych dilt.

lire soigneusement la fiche d’instructions avant d"assembler. Ne pas utiliser de colle ou de peinture a proximité d’une flamme nue, et aérer la piece de temps en temps. Garder hors
de portée des enfants en bas age. Ne pas laisser les enfants mettre en bouche ou sucer les pieces, ou passer un sachet vinyl sur la tete.

Von dem Zusammensetzen die Bauanleitung gut durchlesen. Kleber und Farbe nicht nahe von offenem Feuer verwenden und das Fenster von Zeit zu Zeit Belliftung 6ffnen. Bausatz
von kleinen Kindern fernhalten. Verhliten Sie, dal Kinder irgendwelche Bauteile in den Mund nehmen oder Plastiktiiten (iber den Kopf ziehen.
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DECAL 28
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IF YOU INSTAL
BOMB RACKS
POKUD SE INSTALUJETE
PUMOVE ZAVESNIKY







Undecarriage, wheel discs, wheel wells in lower surfaces color. Podvozkové Sachty, nohy a stfedy kol v barvé spodnich ploch.
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A VF-12 or VBF-12, USS Randolph, May, 1945

This aircraft from Carrier Air Group 12 was photographed onboard the USS Randolph (CV-15). The white geometric identification symbols (so-called ‘G symbols’) were introduced
on the 27th of January, 1945, to standardize the variety of carrier air group markings. The symbols identified the parent carrier. However these markings proved to be hard
to remember and difficult to describe on the radio. Therefore a new identification system consisting of one or two letters was ordered on July 27th, 1945. The Randolph took part
in combat against Japan from February 10th, 1945 when it participated in an attack on the Tokyo area — the first aircraft carrier attack on the Japanese homeland since the famous
Doolittle raid in 1942. On March 11th, she was hit by a Kamikaze while in Ulithi. Within a few days, she was back in service and fought against the Japanese until the end of WW2.

Tento letoun by vyfotografovan na palubé letadlové lodi Randolph (CV-15). Vyrazné bilé zbarveni svislé ocasni plochy a kfidélek bylo rozpoznavacim znakem letadel z paluby
Randolphu. Tyto geometrické obrazce, zvané G-symbols, byly oficidlné zavedeny 27. ledna 1945 a pouzivaly se az do 27. ervence 1945. Poté byly nahrazeny jedno-
¢i dvoupismennym kédem. Dlvodem zmény byla obtizna zapamatovatelnost a sdélitelnost prostfednictvim vysilacky. Randolph se G¢astnil boja proti Japonsku od 10. nora 1945,
kdy se stal soucasti utoku na Tokyo — provniho Utoku na japonské matefské ostrovy vedeného z palub letadlovych lodi od pamatného naletu bombardéru plk. Doolittla v roce 1942.
Dne 11. bfezna byl v kotvisti v Ulithi zasazen letounem kamikaze. BEhem nékolika dni se vSak zapojil zpét do vale€ného Usili, kde setrval az do konce valky.
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B LCDR T. Hugh Winters, Jr., VF-19, USS Lexington, late October, 1944

This Hellcat, named ‘Hanger Lilly’, was flown by LCDR T. Hugh Winters, Jr., CAG-19. Eight killmarks on the fuselage appeared on this Hellcat in late October, just a few days before
Winters” last kill. Winters achieved his last victory on November 5, 1944. He destroyed an Oscar fighter over Manila, the Philippines, bringing his score to eight confirmed and one
unconfirmed kills.

Na tomto stroji étal fregatni kapitan T. Hugh Winters, Jr., velitel CAG-19. Ten jej pojmenoval Hanger Lilly. Letoun Iétal v této podobé jen par dni pfed tim, nez Winters dosahl sv(j
posledni sestfel a uzavrel své skére na osmi jistych a jednom potvrzeném sestrelu. Tim poslednim byla japonska stihacka typu Oscar sestfelena 5. listopadu 1944 nad filipinskou
Manilou.
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C VF-29, USS Cabot, January — March, 1945

This Hellcat, as well as others in this kit, wears the typical late-war naval camouflage scheme of overall Gloss Sea Blue. The white symbols on the fin and ailerons identify this
aircraft as being from the Cabot (CVL-28). These markings, the so-called ‘G-symbols’, were sprayed on the aircraft using templates, often not very carefully. The Cabot took part
in the war against Japan till March, 1945 when she was sent to the States for overhaul. She survived a Kamikaze attack on November 25th, 1944 and lost 62 men, killed or injured.
Carrier Air Group 29 flew from Cabot’s deck from October 1944 to April 1945.

Tento Hellcat z VF-29, stejné jako dalSi stroje nabizené v této stavebnici, nese typické kamuflazni schéma této faze konfliktu v Pacifiku, tvofené lesklou tmavé modrou barvou
na v8ech plochach. Bilé symboly na svislé ocasni ploSe a kfidélkach oznaovaly pfislusnost letadel k CVL-28 Cabot. Toto oznaceni, tzv. G-symbols bylo na letouny stfikano dle
$ablon, mnohdy pomérné nedbale. Lehka letadlova lod Cabot (CVL-28) se podilela na bojich proti Japonsku az do biezna 1945, kdy byla odeslana do Statt ke generalni opravé.
Prestala téz zasah kamikaze dne 25. listopadu 1944, ktery zranil ¢i zabil 62 muz( osadky. Letecka skupina 29 plsobila z jeji paluby od fijna 1944 do dubna 1945.
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D White 115, ‘Death and Destruction’, BuNo 72534, ENS Donald McPherson,

Bill Kingston, Jr., and Lyttleton Ward, VF-83, USS Essex, May 5th, 1945

From the end of January, 1945, US Navy aircraft in the Pacific carried striking geometric symbols. Markings such as the hourglass belonged to aircraft of the USS Essex. White 115
also had an emblem consisting of a skull and crossbones and the inscription ‘Death and Destruction’. The victory tally painted on the cockpit sides possibly includes the total of the
pilots that flew the plane. White 115 was mostly flown by Ensigns Donald McPherson, Bill Kingston, Jr., and Lyttleton Ward, downing three Alfs and one Oscar during one of the most
concentrated Kamikaze attacks on TF-58 ships on May 4th, 1945. During this event, Ward attained ace status.

Od konce ledna 1945 nesly stroje amerického namornictva v Pacifiku vyrazné geometrické symboly. Symbol ,pfesypacich hodin“ patfil strojim letadlové lodi USS Essex. ,Bila 115"

nesla emblém lebky se zkfizenymi hnaty a napis "Death And Destruction" a sestfely pod kabinou, které pravdépodobné representovaly skore stroje. Letoun byl pouzivan riznymi
piloty, lety na ném absolvovali Donald McPherson, Bill Kingston Jr. a Lyttleton Ward, jen dne 4.kvétna 1945 bé&éhem jednoho z nejvétsich utoku pilotd Kamikaze na plavidla TF-58
na tomto stroji dosahl tfi sestreld stroj , Alf“ a jednoho sestfelu ,Oscara“ a zarover i statutu esa.
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