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A-4M Skyhawk Light Attack Alrcraft
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lhwﬂﬁmdm and designed by Douglos Alrcraft' s Ed Heinemann during the early 1950s on behalf of the US Navy and United States Marine Corps as a replocement for the piston—powered

The Navy Issved a contract for the type on 12 June 1952. It was originally designated “A4D” under the United States Navy' s pre—1962 designation system.
The A—4 Is a compact, strolghtforward, and lightweight alircraft for the era. Its maximum takeoff welght of 24, 500 pounds (11,100 kg) belng roughly half of the Navy' s welght specification.

The Skyhaowk hnslrglgﬂm—spundeﬂuvﬂng configuration which can be used on an alrcraft carrler without folding the wings, also met the needs of the WWII alrcraft carriers were still in service ot that time for new
camier—basad a :

The Skyhawk has a tricycle under » and Is powered by a single turbojet engine. The Skyhawk' s five hardpolints support a variety of misslles, bombs, and other munitions. It Is capable of carrying a bomb
lood equivalent to that of the Wwil—era B-17 bomber, and can dellver nuclear weapons using a low—altitude bombing system and a "loft” delivery technique.

Furthermore, It ploneered the concept of "Buddy” air-to—alr refueling, enabling an alrcraft to supply others and reduce the need for dedicated oerlal tankers.

The A-4 was also designed to be able to make an emergency landing, In the event of a hydraulic fallure, on the two drop tanks nearly always carried by these alrcraft. Such landings resulted In only minor
damage to the nose of the aircraft which could be repaired In less than an hour.

The first 500 production examples cost an average of $860, 000 each, less than the Navy' s one million dollar maximum. The diminutive Skyhawk soon received the nicknames "Scooter”, "Kiddiecar”,
“Bantam Bomber”, "Tinker Toy Bomber", and, on account of is speed and nimble performance, "Helnemann' s Hot—Rod".

Skyhawks were the US Navy' s primary light attack aircraft used the Vietnam War and Cold War. Besides the U.S. Navy and USMC, other nations and reglons are also used Skyhawks In the actions during
Cold War era. The Skyhawk was In production through to February 1979, by which point 2, 960 alrcraft had been delivered to a varlety of operators. Till now, the "Skyhawk" of some countries are still In service.

Although :hﬂ A-4' s use os a training and adversary aircraft would continue well into the 1990s, the Navy began removing the aircraft from its frontline attack squadrons in 1967, replaced by the A—7 and F—4

The last version of the Skyhawk serles to be bullt, the A-4M Skyhawik, Improved from A-4F and was designed specifically for use by the U.S. Marine Corps.

The A—4M was a further odvancement of the Skyhawk. This model boasted several Improvements over previous Hterations, including the much more powerful J52-P-408 engine, a lorger cockpit canopy for
superior pilot visibility, a ribbon-type drag chute to slow down the aircraft on landing, a square—edged stabilizer to incorporate installation of the IFF antenna, os well as a reworked refueling probe and engine
starter system. Later fitted with Hughes AN/ASB—19 Angle Rate Bombing System (ARBS) with TV and laser spot tracker. The ammunition capacity of the A-4M" s twin 20mm Colt Mk.12 cannons has also been
doubled, with a weapons load of nearly 4,000 kilograms on five external hardpoints.

A totol of 160 A-4M Skyhawks were built (2 from A=4F) In 10 years. The final A-4M was dellvered on February 27, 1979, to the “Bumblebees” of VMA-331, bringing Skyhawk production
to an end.

The A—4M s the only Skyhawk other than the A—4A that has not participated in combat. The A—4M entered service In 1971 when the Vietnam War was coming to an end and in February 1990, before the Gulf
War, the A-4M was transferred to the reserve service. During A-4M' s service, It has been deployed in Japan, preparing for a war that may break out. However, the export Improved series A—4N and A-4Ku,
have been tested In the war Instead of the A—4M.
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Caution

- This model kit Is for user aged 14 or above. User under 14 should be accompanied by parents when building this kit.

- Don’ t swallow any items in the package, including but not limited to parts, stickers, manual and vinyl bags.

- Please throw the vinyl bogs oway once you uppacked parts. Don' t put the bags onto mouth, nose or over the head to avold suffocation.
- Keep this product away from fire or high temperature source.
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Fuselage Accessories Assembly
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