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intro

The Bristol F.2B Fighter, a British two-seat biplane fighter and reconnaissance aircraft, had its roots in Frank
Barnwell’s design studies, dating from March 1916. His task was to design an aircraft that would replace the
B.E.2¢. Two studies were explored — the Type 9 R.2A which was intended to be powered by the 160 hp Beardmore
engine, and the R.2B that was to be powered by the 150 hp Hispane Suiza. Neither of these types were built. In the
meantime, the new 190 hp Rolls-Royce Falcon inline engine became available, and Barnwell designed a new
aircraft around this engine. The new aircraft, known under designation Type 12 F.2A, was intended
as areplacement for the F.E.2d and Sopwith 1'% Strutter two-seat fighters.

The new aircraft made its maiden flight on 9 September 1916. Only 52 F.2As were produced. The armament

consisted of one synchronised, fixed, forward-firing 7,7mm Vickers machine gun, and one flexible 7.7 mm Lewis
Gun, mounted on a Scarffring in the observer's cockpit.
The Bristol Type 14 F.2B flew for the first time on 25 October 1916. The initial batch of approximately 150 aircraft
were powered by Falcon I and Falcon II engines. The rest of serial production aircraft by Bristol were equipped
with the 275 hp Falcon III engine. The F.2B could reach a maximum speed of 198 km/h, and was more than
16 knv'h faster than the F.2A.

F.2B armament was the same as the F.2A, but F.2Bs often carried a second Lewis gun on the rear cockpit
mounting,

The limited capability of the Bristol factory was the reason why the F.2B was manufactured under licence
by Gloucestershire Aircraft Co. Ltd., Marshall & Sons, and National Aircraft Factory No. 3. Due to the shortage
of Rolls Royce Falcons, these manufacturers mounted two other engines into the F.2B airframe — Hispano Suiza
8Ab (B, Balater), and Sunbeam Arab .

The Bristol F.2B Fighter was a manoeuvrable aircraft that was able to take on single-seat fighters in direct
combat. It was flown by many Royal Flying Corps Squadrons, and remained in military service into the 1930s,

. and surplus aircraft were popular in the civil aviation world.

uvodem

Bristol F.2B Fighter, britsky dvoumistny stihaci a prizkumny dvouplodnik, ma své kofeny ve studiich
zkonstruovanych Frankem Barnwellem v bfeznu 1916. Jeho tkolem bylo navrhnout letoun, ktery by nahradil typ
B.E.2c. Dokonceny byly dvé studie — Type 9 R.2A mél byt pohdnén motorem Beardmore o vykonu 150 k a R.2B
mél pohinét motor Hispano Suiza o vykonu 150 k. Ani jedna z téchto pohonnych jednotek nakonec nebyla
k dispozici. Mezitim vsak pfisel do vyroby fadovy motor Rolls Royce Falcon I o vykonu 190 k a Barnwell kolem
ngj zkonstruoval novy letoun. Dostal oznageni Type 12 F.2A a byl zamy$len jako néhrada za dvoumistné stihacky
F.E.2d a Sopwith 1 Strutter.

Novy letoun se poprvé dostal do vzduchu 9. zati 1916. Postaveno bylo pouze 52 exemplafi F.2A. Vyzbroj tvoiil
jeden synchronizovany, pevny. vpfed stfilejici 7,7mm kulomet Vickers a jeden pohyblivy 7,7mm kulomet Lewis
instalovany v obézném kruhu Scarff v kokpitu pozorovatele.

Bristol Type 14 F.2B poprvé vzIétl 25. Fijna 1916. Prvnich zhruba 150 letounti bylo pohdnéno motory Falcon I
aFalcon I1. Zbytek produkce pak dostal motory Falcon I1T o vykonu 275 k, s nimiZ letouny dosahovaly maximalni
rychlosti 198 km/habyly tak o 16 km/hrychlej§inez F.2A.

Vyzbroj zistala stejnd jako u F.2A, aviak F.2B €asto mély v zadnim kokpitu mentovany druhy kulomet Lewis.

Omezend vyrobni kapacita Bristolu byla diivodem spuiténi licenéni vyroby u spole¢nosti Gloucestershire
Aircraft Co. Ltd., Marshall & Sons a National Aircraft Factory No. 3. Kviili nedostateénym dodavkam motort
Falcon pouzivali tito vyrobei motory Hispano Suiza 8Ab (pozdéji B, Ba)a Sunbeam Arab L.

Bristol F.2B byl obratnym letounem, schopnym postavit se jednomistnym stihacim letountim a slouzil u mnoha
squadron Royal Flying Corps. V fadich ozbrojenych sil se udrzel aZ do 30. let a letouny z valetnych prebytka
se t&Sily popularité v civilnim letectvi. 8127 - NAV1



Z Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling, When you use glue of paint, do not use nsar open flame and use in well ventilaled room. Keep out of reach of small children.
s Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

. Pied zapotetim stavby si pedlivé prostudujte stavebni navod. P pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobra vétrané mistnosti. Lepidia ani barvy nepouivejte v blizkosti oteviensho
& i uriten malym d y dojit k poZiti drobnyeh dil
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A Bristol F.2B D-8084, No.139 Squadron RAF, Cpt. S. Dalrymple and 2/Lt. C. Beagle, Italy, August 1918
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B Bristol F.2B B1134, No.34 Squadron RFC, February 1918
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C Bristol F.2B C-4635, Gunnery Trainer, No.2 SAFG/No.4 ASAG, Marske, England, 1918
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D Bristol F.2B C-4619, No.62 SSquadron RFC, 2/Lt. PR WE Staton and Lt. HE Meritt,

25 1/2 confirmed victories, France, early 1918
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