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Supermarine Sea Otter Mk.l ,,W.W. II Service"
Supennarine Sea Otter is in a shadow of its famous predecessor Walrus. The development of Sea Otter was
prolonged and influenced by the 2nd World War. In 1935 the Chief designer of Supermarine R. Mitchell presented
his project Supermarine 309 to the Air Ministry. The latter design promised better performances and longer range
even with shorter span, carrier landing capability and gradual dive bombing. Sea Otter as the Walrus was to be
carried aboard capital warships and launched by catapults. The service purposes were reconnaissance, anti
submarine and sea rescue. The project was accepted and subsequent order called for two prototypes to be built.
Since Supermarine was used to full capacity with preparation of Spitfire production, the manufacture of the two
prototypes was prolonged. The first attempt for trial flight took place on September 9,1938. The two blade propeller
powered by Perseus engine was not able to give Sea Otter sufficient thrust for take off. Sea Otter took off for the first
time on September 29,1938, this time with two-position three blade propeller. The four blade wooden propeller was
also tested. Eventually the installation of Mercury XX engine driving the three blade automatic pitch propeller in
May 1941 resolved the problems. Sea Otters were to be originally produced by Blackburn Company the production
eventually started at Saunders-Roe in January 1942. The production machines were powered by Bristol Mercury
XXX engines and were delivered both to RAF ASR squadrons and FAA squadrons. Version ASR Mk.II modified
for air sea rescue differed in accommodation of landing hook mounted below the tail planes. FAA Sea Otters service
career lasted to the 1950s. Several machines even participated during the Korean War. Except of the British RAF
and FAAsquadrons, after the war Sea Otters served with other armed forces. French Aeronavale deployed their Sea
Otters to French Indo-China. Sea Otters were also used by Danish Navy, Australian Navy and Marine-
Luchtvaartdienst (Netherlands Naval Aviation Service). The surplus machines were after the war modified for civil
purposes and served for passenger transport in Great Britain and Australia. Tn total 592 Sea Otters were produced of
which 292 during the 2nd World War.
Wingspan: 14 ra, Length: 12.20m, Max. Speed: 262 kmh, Range: 1,480 km, Service Ceiling:5,180m

Supennarine Sea Otter sloji ponekud ve stinu sveho slavneho pfedka, hydroplanu Walrus. Jeho vyvoj byl vehni
d louhy a o v I i v n O n y druhou svetovou valkou. V roce 1935 pfedlozil sefkonstrukter firmy Supermarine R. Mitchell
ininisk-rslvii lekx'lvi prqjekl Supermarine 309. Ten sliboval pri mensich rozmerech vyssi vykony vcetne doletu,
mo/nosl pfistavat na leladlovych lodicb a schopnost bombardovani v mirnem stfemhlavem letu. Takjako Walrus
inc'l s lnu/i l na katapullcch valccnych lodi, pocitalo se s nim jako s pruzkumirym, protiponorkovym a zachrannym
letouneiu h'ojekt byl pfijat a byla objednana stavba dvou prototypii. Firma Supermarine byla pine vytizena
pfipravou a vyrobou Spitfiri'i, proto stavbaprototypu trvala velmi dlouho. K polcusu o zaletaniprvniho prototypu
doSlo az 23.9. l')38. Dvoul i s tu vrtule spolecne smotorem Perseus nedokazaly dat SeaOtteru dostatecnou rychlost
kc v/lclu. Testovany byly jcste tfilista dvoupolohova vitule, se kterou Sea Otter poprve vzletl drte 29.9.1938 a
clyf l is ta dfcvcna vrtule. Nakonec az v kvetnu 1941 vse vyfesilamontazmotora Mercury XX a tnliste automaticky
slavitelne vrtule. I'uvodnc nicla Sea Ottery vyrabet tovarna Blackburn, nakonec se ale vyrobarozebehla az v lednu
1942 u Sauders-Roc. Seriove stroje, vyrabene s motory Mercure XXX, dostavaly jak ASR squadrony RAF, tak.
squadrony FAA. Od kvetna 1945 byla vyrabena verze ASR Mk.II upravena pro zaehranou sluzbu a lisici se
pfistavadm hakcm pod upravcnymi ocasnimi plochami. Sea Ottery slouzily u EAA do padesatych let minuleho
stoleti. Nektere stroje se zucastnily i Korejske valky. Krome britskych RAF a FAA se Sea Ottery po valce dostaly do
vyzbroje dalsich ozbrojenych sil. Francouzska Aeronavale nasadila sve Sea Ottery ve francouzske Indocine. Sea
Oltcry dostalo i danske namofnictvo, Australske namornictvo a Marine-Luchtvaartdienst (letecka slozka
N i/o/cmskeho Kralovskeho namofnictva). Pfebytecne Sea Ottery byly po valce prestavovany na civilni a slouzily
k dopravc cestnj icich jak ve Velke Britanii, tak. v Australii. Celkem bylo vyrobeno 592 kusu Sea Otterii, z toho 292
bclieiiidruhesvetove valky.
Ko/pcli: 14rn,delka: 12,20m,inax.rychlost:262krn/h,dolet: 1480km,dostup: 5180m
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The master pattern for the resin engine
was provided by Radial engines & wheels 72

Master resinoveho rnotoru dodala firma
Radial engines & wheels 72.

www.radial-engines.cz
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Sips/marine Sea Offer Mk.l, pravdepodobne M106/243-M, No. 1701
Squadron FAA, Maryborough. Austrdlte, cen/en 1945.
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Supermartne Sea Otter Mk.l, possibly M106/243-M, FAA No. 1701
Squadron, Mar/borough, Australia, June 1945.
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