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FW 190 A “German Aces”

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-5
Flown by Oberleutnant Josef “Sepp® Wurmbheller, 9./JG 2, Vannes, France, September 1943

“Sepp” Wurmheller was an almost reckless fighter pilot on the English Channel, He was twice shot down during the Battle of Britain. In May and June of 1942 he
shot down 22 RAF aircraft, thereby raising his victory tally to fifty. During the August 19, 1942 raid on Dieppe, “Sepp” took part in the air battles over the landing
beaches from dusk to dawn. Following one of the bitter dogfights, he crash-landed broke a leg and suffered a concussion. After having his leg plastered the eager
Wurmheller took off again later the same day to shoot fown further RAF planes. In total, seven British aircraft fell to the guns of his Fw 190 on this day. In May
1943, Wurmheller took over the leadership of the famous 9/JG2 “Richthofen”. When Gruppenkommandeur Herbert Huppertz was shot down and killed on Jun
8, 1944, Wurmheller took over as the leader of Ill/JG 2. On June 22, 1944, shortly after achieving his 102nd victory on the Normandy Front, he collided with his
~ wing man during aerial combat and fell to his death. Comments: This Fw 190 is one of at least two used by Wurmheller during this period.

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A5
Flown by Hauptmann Walter “Nowi” Nowotny, Stab |./JG 54, Orel, Russia, October 14, 1943

Even thought the bulk of his successes were achieved on the Eastern front, the young Austrian “Nowi” Nowotny won a reputation even among allied piiots, as
noted in Pierre Clostermann's memoirs. During the summer and autumn of 1943 he shot down 41 aircraft, 10 of them in one day. In August 1943 followed
another 49 aerial victories (nine on the 13th an seven on the 21st) and during the following month, 45 (ten on September 1). After a ten-minute dogfight on
October 14, 1943, Nowotny shot down a Soviet Curtiss P-40 fighter, thereby achieving his 250th confirmed victory, and the first fighter pilot in history to achieve
this number. Walter Nowothny was both well-known and feared by the Soviet airmen who faced him in combat. It is known that in the same dogfight where
Nowotny downed his 150th opponent, on August 18, 1943 the Soviet fighter ace Captain Kuzmin (21 plus 7 shared victories) of Fighter Regiment 239 was shot
down and killed.

~ Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-5
~ Flown by Major Hermann Graf, Jagd Erg.Gr.Ost., Toulouse-Blagnac, France, September 7, 1943

Despite being forbidden to take part in combat missions, Hermann Graf participated in several clashes with American heavy bombers during 1943 and 1944.
On September 6, 1943, he shot down two B-17Fs out of a formation of then from the 10th Bomb Group (the so-called “Bloody Hundreadth™), attempting 10
bomb Luftwaffe installations in the vicinity of Paris. In November 1943, Graf became Geschwaderkommodore of JG 11. Graf's last air battle was on March 29,
1944, when he shot down one P-51 Mustang and rammed another, and bailed out badly injured. These were his aenal victories, Nos. 211-212. Graf ended
the war as Oberst and Geschwaderkommodore of JG 52. After the war, Graf shocked many of the former Luftwaffe aces, for whom he had been an idol, by
disassociating himself from all of his successes as a fighter pilot: “Everything | did in wartime was wrong’”, he stated, and declared himself a communist. Graf

died on November 4, 1988.

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-5
Flown by Oberstleutnant Josef “Pips” Priller, Stab/JG 26, Rambuillet, France, June 6, 1944

Short and round-faced, “Pips” Priller was one of the most well known German fighter-pilots, and not only for his famous sarcastic comment over the radio,
on June 6, 1944. As he and his wingman made a sweep over the landing beaches at Normandy, being the only German aircraft airborne in that area, he
commented, “This is the greatest moment in the history of the Luftwaffe”. On the second day of the invasion, Priller downed one P-47 and one P-51, his victories
Nos. 97 and 98. on June 11, a P-38 was unlucky to come in his way, and became the German ace’s 99th victory. On june 15, “Pips” Priller scored his 100th
victory when he shot down an American heavy bomber. All of these victories were on the Western front. Priller always had the ability to keep his head clear during
air combat. Many of his compatriots called him “The Mathematician of the air”.

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-5
Flown by Major Walter Oesau, Stab/JG 2, Beaumonte-le-Roger, France, June 1943

Johannes Steinhoff once described Walter “Gulle” Oesau as “the toughest fighter pilot in the Luftwaffe”. From the start of the war he was among the top-scorers
in the fighter arm. At the outbreak of the war he was the leader of 7./JG 51, and later lll./JG 51. On August 1940, he scored his twentieth victory. Three months
later. when transferred to III./JG 3, with 39 victories he was the number four fighter-ace of the war, after Wick, Molders and Galland. On July 12, 1941, Oesau
shot down seven Soviet aircraft, including three I-16s in one minute. In October 1943, and after participating in air battles over most of the war theatres, “Gulle”
Oesau was appointed commander of JG 1 in the Home Defense. While in this position he frequently received his share of Hermann Goring's frustration over
the failure to beat off the Allied bomber offensive. On May 11, 1944, when one thousand U.S. heavy bombers attacked railway targets in France, Oesau was
in bed with influenza. Suddenly, Goring phoned his staff: “Is the Kommodore fiying?” - “No, he is in bed with fever”. - “Yes, yes, | know that kind", said Goring
scornfully, “he has also turned tired and coward!”. Angered by this comment, Oberstieutnant Walter Oesau mounted his Bf 109 G-6/AS and took off alone,

despite high fever, and was never seen again.
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Oberleutnant Josef “Sepp” Wurmheller, 9./JG 2, Vannes, France, September 1943
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Hauptmann Walter “Nowi” Nowotny, Stab I./JG 54, Orel, Russia, October 14, 1943
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Oberstleutnant Josef “Pips” Priller, Stab/JG 26, Lille-Vendeville, France, 1943
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Major Walter Oesau, Stab/JG 2, Beaumonte-le-Roger, France, June 1943
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