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The Skyhawk designed in 1952 by Ed Heinemann, cheif Designer at
hzs often been used as a good example of airplane design.
during the Kerean war as a subsenic fighter bormber for the
. @ proved to be an sxceptionally sturdy wall armed light
1s) and indeed its valicity is proved by the fact that it was
keptinproduction foraver twenty ysars. The prototype, which firstflew
1June 22 1954 (plloted by Bob Rahn) was followed by the first mass
produced version known initially as A40-1 and then an A-4A.
he <<second generations>> Skyhawk (nicknamed <<Scooters> be-
ize)was the AMD-50r A4E, nicknamed <<Mighty Mite=>
acterized by a i imp in the perfor-
@ armament. In this version the thrust of the engine
ed 352 kgs and thewing was given two new connection points
isibility longer nese had room akso for a Doppler
an altimeter device which gave the plane good all weather
gation posshilities. It was aso possble toincreasethe speed and
Io improve range by 27% after a general revision of the design.
The first A-4E, 100k off on July 12, 1961 and atthe end of the next year

screas

staried operating with the VA-23 Black Knights Squadron of the U.S.
Navy. Later on, immedialely befors the merger McDonnell.
Douglas worked out a new version; the A-4F, characterized by a
further increase in the thrust, which made it pessible to increase the
spesd and gavea tler <<load capacity>> (zero-zero ejection seat,
wing spoilers and dorsalavionics hump for the new communications
and navigalion systemns). This lafter version first fliew on August 31,
1966 and went Into oparation on June 20, 1967, Soon the A4Es, for
standardization purposes, also began 1o have the back fairing for the
glactronics units; both versions 1ook 2 par L
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MDD, A4-F SKYHAWK
US. NAVY
Aerobatic Team "BLUE ANGELS"-1978
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