Bicler Bii 181

In February 1939 the first flights of the Bii 181 Bestmann training aeroplane's prototype (D-ERBV), destined for the air force's requirements, were

realized. It was a two-seat low-wing aircraft with closed cockpit having side by side seats. The wings had a wood structure covered in the front part by plywood, the Biicker Bii 181
rest was fabric covered. The oval cross section fuselage had up to the cabin's height a metal sheet (steel and molybdenum alloy), the other fuselage parts were : ucker bu
plywood covered. Also the tail areas had a plywood covered wood structure, only the moving parts were fabric covered. The aircraft had a classical fixed NT+BA, Lufiwaffe, 1940
undercarriage with a tail wheel. The fuel and oil tanks were located in the fuselage. Tests proved good properties of the aeroplane and already at the end of 1939 @
RLM ordered the first series Bii 181 A machines, powered by Hirth HM 504 engines with 77 kW (105 HP) output. @ g a o
The Biicker mother factory in Rangsdorf produced till the end of war 5900 pieces of Bii 181 A, further 708 pieces of Bii 181 A and partly modified Bii
181 D were manufactured by the Fokker factory in Amsterdam. The aeroplanes served in the Luftwaffe largely in pilot schools, e.g. in FFS A/B 23 in Kaufbeuren o
and FFS A/B 112 in Langenleben as liasion and transport acroplanes they were used by staffs of many operational Luftwaffe units. In March 1945 the idea of using

this type in anti-tank combats arised. In the aeronautical school in Trebbin near Berlin some (probably 12) Bii 181 machines were modofied to carry four w
Panzerfaust 100 anti-tank weapons, located singly on pylons mounted on the upper and lower wing side. The aircraft had to start fire from a 20 to 30 m altitude in
150 m distance from the target. Initiator of the whole action was Oberfeldwebel Buchsteiner.

At the beginning of April 1945 three Panzerjagdstaffel's were created, but only the 3. Staffel was fully prepared for operational flights. The unit was stationed in
Kaufbeuren on the pilot school's airfield. It had in its armaments 12 Panzerfaust armed aeroplanes and towards the end of April it started to operate against
American tank units. The unit's combat career ended on May 4, 1945. One crew succed on May 18, 1945 in flying to Switzerland, where the aircraft was later taken

over by the Swiss Air Force.

A Biicker Bii 181
GL+SU, of FFS A/B 115, based at Wels, 1944
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Bicker Bii 181

Byl to dvoumistny dolnoplosnik s uzavienou kabinou se sedadly vedle sebe. Kiidla méla dievénou konstrukci potazenou v predni ¢asti pieklizkou, zbytek krylo
platno. Trup ovalného prifezu mél do vysky kabiny plechovy potah (slitina oceli a molybdenu), ostatni ¢asti trupu byly potazeny pteklizkou. RovnéZ ocasni plochy
mély dievénou konstrukei potazenou pieklizkou, pouze pohyblivé ¢asti mely platény potah. Letoun mél klasicky pevny podvozek s ostruhovym kolem. Palivovéa a K .
olejova nadrz byly umistény v trupu. Zkousky prokazaly dobré vlastnosti letounu a jiz koncem roku 1939 objednalo RLM prvni sériové stroje Bii 181 A pohanéné SK+WQ, 3. PzJgSt, April 19 4_5_ e —r— @ -
motorem Hirth HM 504 o vykonu 77 kW (105 k). ] | @
Mateiska tovarna Biicker v Rangsdorfu vyrobila do konce valky 5 900 kust Bii 181 A, dalSich 708 kusti Bii 181 A a ¢aste¢né modifikovanych Bii 181 D vyrobila

tovarna Fokker v Amsterdamu. Letouny slouzily v Luftwaffe pfevazné v pilotnich $kolach, napi. v FFS A/B 23 v Kaufbeurenu a v FFS A/B 112 v Langenlebenu. |
Jako spojovaci a dopravni je pouZivaly také §taby mnoha opera¢nich jednotek Luftwaffe.

V bieznu 1945 vznikla myslenka pouziti tohoto typu v boji proti tankiim. V letecké Skole v Trebbinu u Berlina bylo nékolik (pravdépodobné 12) letount Bii 181
upraveno pro neseni ¢tyf protitankovych zbrani Panzerfaust 100 umisténych po jedné na pylonech na horni a spodni strané kfidla. Letoun mél zahgjit palbu z vysky o
20az30mve vzdalenosti 150 m od cile. Iniciatorem celé této akce byl Oberfeldwebel Buchsteiner. .
Na zacatku dubna 1945 byly vytvoreny tii Panzerjagdstaffel z nichz vSak pouze 3. Staffel byla plné¢ pfipravena k operac¢nim letim. Jednotka byla umisténa v
Kaufbeurenu na letisti pilotni Skoly. M¢la ve vyzbroji 12 letounti vyzbrojenych Panzerfausty a koncem dubna zacala operovat proti americkym tankovym
jednotkam. Bojova kariéra jednotky skon¢ila 4. kvétna 1945.

Jedné posadce se podafilo 18. kvétna 1945 uletdt do Svycarska kde letoun pozdgji prevzalo vojenské letectvo.

Biicker Bii 181
A-251, Swiss Air Force, 1945 @

V unoru 1939 se uskute¢nily prvni lety prototypu (D-ERBV) nového cvi¢ného letounu Bii 181 Bestmann uré¢eného pro potfeby vojenského letectva. : -
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