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From the beginning of hostilities in China in 1937, the Japanese Navy had
been the target of small but annoying bombing attacks by Chinese air forces.
Feeling the need for a high-speed, quick-climbing interceptor to combat such
raids, work began on what was to eventually become the Raiden
("Thunderbolt") in 1938.

Slowed by priority work on the A6M Zero, Jiro Horikoshi's team at Mitsubishi
eventually chose to employ the powerful 14-cylinder Mitsubishi Kasei 13
radial engine in the new plane despite concerns about it's large size and high
fuel consumption. To combat the big powerplant's drag, it was decided to
mount it deep within a long, tapered cowling, connecting the propeller via an
extension shaft and incorporating a cooling fan. The first prototype flight
finally took place in March of 1942, but problems with the engine and its
cooling system, poor pilot visibility and sub-specification performance led to
numerous modifications. These included replacement of the engine and
extension shaft system with the smaller Kasei 234, resulting in a shorter nose
and improved visibility. Satisfied, the Navy ordered production of the Raiden
Model 11 (J2ZM2) beginning in September 1943. Work also quickly began on
the Model 21 (J2M3), which boosted armament from the two 7.7mm machine
guns in the fuselage and two wing-mounted 20mm cannon of the Model 11 to

four wing-mounted cannon. dropping the MGs completely. This was by far the
most-produced variant of the plane. Other variants included the
turbo-supercharged Model 32 (12M4), the Model 33 (J2M35), which featured
an enlarged cockpit and canopy, as well as the Kasei 26 engine, and the Model
31 (J2M6), which had the enlarged canopy and cockpit, but the same Kasei 23
engine as the Model 21 due to shortages in Kasei 26 supply. Total production
of all Raiden variants totaled approximately 500 aircraft by war's end.

In service, the Raiden -- code-named "Jack" by the Allies -- proved a fine
aircraftl and it was the preferred bomber-destoyer of 1IN pilots late in the war
where it frequently faced incoming U.S. B-29s. Nevertheless, contusion over
its role in the Navy -- many advocated the faster Shiden in the interceptor role
-- and persistent technical problems slowed its production to levels where its
impact on the outcome of the conflict was limited.

{DATA} : Crew: One; Wingspan: 10.795m; Length: 9.70m; Height: 3.81m;
Max Gross Weight: 3,300kg; Wing Area: 20.05m? ; Engine: Mitsubishi
Kasei 23 Koh (1.820hp takeoff power); Max Speed: 596 kin/h; Armament:
20mm cannon x 4
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Marking & Painting 352 BEMEM HA B RRIEM AHLMH 19455 35

352nd Naval Flying Group Lt.J.G. Yoshihiro Aoki 352-20 Omura A.F. Mar. 1945
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Decoration et Peinture
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#This marking chart has been reduced by 50% in the side view and 40% in the top
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BaJ 302nd Naval Flying Group Lt. Susumu lto 3D-152 Atsugi A.F. Mar.1945
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and boltom views from 1/32 scale.

LpikiE

@l P=rking

FRATIRAE
Flight

@57 (8,00, % B )Ml Eth,
Decals (8, (8, 28 @8, 28 ) are not usad.

-11-




@Clean model surface with wet cloth.

seconds.
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@®Cut each design out of decal sheet
and dip them in warm water for 20

@KkMSELIESSANDLEIZOE, B
TFh—ILAE< hEEh Tz,
CALCBLTEHPICEHEETSLET.

@Check with finger tip if design is loose
on base paper.
proper position on model and slide off
base paper leaving design on model.

Al ey
BFA—)DUL &£ 5FHAEY A Correct Method for Applying Decals
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1 Y

If so, place it on

@IEEICD LKED I TEREMAEICT
A—NEBDLEERT, 25N
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@®Move desigh to exact position with
wet finger tip, and push out excess
water and air bubbles under decal
with soft cotton cloth.
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@®When decals get dry, wipe off with
wet cloth excess glue left around
decals.

CAUTION: NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREMN UNDER 3
YEARS. CONTAINS SMALL PARTS.

ATTENTION: CE PRODUIT NE CONVIENT PAS A UN
ENFANT DE MOINS DE 36 MOIS, EN RAISON DES PIECES
DE PETITE DIMENSION CONTENUES.

ATENCAO: IMPﬁOPRIO PARA CRIANCAS COM MENOS DE
3 ANOS. CONTEM PECAS PEQUENAS.

NICHT FUR KINDER UNTER 36 MONATEN ENTHALT
KLEINE TEILE.

ATTENZIONE: PRODOTTO NON ADATTC Al BAMBINI DI
ETA’ INFERIORE Al 36 MESI. CONTIENE PICCOLE PARTI.

FORSIGTIG! IKKE EGNET TIL BORN SOM ER MINDRE END
3 AR. INDEHOLDER SMA DELE.

EVYVOR DEM ZUSAMMENBAU ZU LESEN

@EBitte lesen Siadie Anleitung vordem Zusammenbauen sorglaltig durch,

@Vervenden Sie nur Kunststofklebstof und Kunsistoflackfarben.

@®0ie gelverlen Plastikiiten solten zemssen und weggeworfen  wer-
den, un zu verhindem, dai Kleinkinder beim Spielen darin ersticken,

@Handhaben Sie Klebstofl und Lackfarben niemals in der Néhe
von offenen Flammen.

@Mit klebemiltel sparsam umgehen und wihrend des
zusammenbaus fir ausreichende ventilation sorgen.

BANTES DEL ENSAMBLAJE, LEA CUIDADO-
SAMENTE LO SIGUIENTE

@Anies del ensamblaje, estudie cuidadodamente las instrucciones.

@Emplee solaments cemento plastioo y pinturas,

@Fompa y tire las balsas de plastico a fin de evitar que los ninos
pequenos puedan sofocarse jugando con ellas.

HLIRE CECI AVANT D'EFFECTUER LE
MONTAGE

@Eiudier attentivement les instructions avant le montage.

@M utiliser que del'achésif plastique et du vemis.

@Déchirer et jeter les sacs en plastiques vides pour  éviter
tout danger d'étouffement pour les enfants.

@Ne jamais utiliser d'adhésif ou du vermis prés d'une flamme.

@Utiliser le ciment avec modération et bien ventiler la piéce
pendant le montage.

WA Z AR AR FILRA,

OFEEFNNE, LESMOINF LT EARE,

0L NENZHFERUETAN. BRNERSTAERTRE
BL, .

@5 BT A A

ATTENTIE: NIET GESCHIKT VOOR KINDEREN TOT 4 JAAR.
BEBAT KLEINE ONDERDELEN.

ATENCION: NO ES CONVENIENTE PARA NINOS MENORES
DE 3 ANOS. CONTIENE PIEZAS PEQUENAS.

MPOZOXH @ KATAAMMHAD T 1A TTATAIA ANQ TON
TPIGN ETQN MNMEPIEXE] MIKPA
TEMAX 1A

MLEGGERE QUESTO PRIMA DEL MONTAGGIO

®Studiare attentamente le istruzioni prima del montaggio.

@Usare solo adesivo e vernici per plastica.

@5Strappare e gettare le buste di plastica vuole per evitare il
pericolo di seffocamento per bambini piccoli.

@®Non usare mai l'adesive o la vernice vicino ad una fiamma.

@Uilice suficients adhesvo y ventile bien la habitacion durante
la construccion.

"WARNING" FUNCTIONAL SHARP POINTS
"WARNUNG" SCHARFE ECKEN UND KANTEN
"Avertissement" Points essentiels de fonctionnement
"ATTENZIONE" PARTI MOLTO ACUMINATE

@hMo emplee nunca camento ni pinture cerca de lamas.
@Usare |'adesivo moderatamente e ventilare bene |'ambiente
durante la costruzione.

"AVISO" PUNTOS AGUDOS EN FUNCIONAMIENTO
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TN ya = /N CAUTION
%ﬂ%’-.}_fé Sic ,Kffn 5{*< 7,_ X L\ +* MAKE SURE TO READ INSTRUCTIONS LISTED
A
Cilplr ﬁﬂ{;— = . i BELOW BEFORE ASSEMBLING.
K12F LT OB ABAT THEL. BREES L5 * ADULT SUPERVISIOR SHOULD ALSO READ
< INSTRUCTIONS WHEN ASSEMBLED BY CHILDREN
FHFLIZE0N, AGED 12 OR YOUNGER.
1. AU TEFNCTT, S58CHATTHUBEERA<EEN, 1 THIS BEING AN ASSEMBLY KIT. READ THE INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE
| 2 Haealal i @oba—Nak, IeuTiamnbaty. Ban | 2 %ﬁ;m&tﬁb THROW AWAY THE PLASTIC BAGS CONTAINING KIT
- = 0y - .
- $§;§f£§53§3%§3§$gfig;%g;?;?;i;?r Y | PARTS AS CHILDREN MAY SUFFOCATE BY SWALLOWING OR WEAR-
~ faraa = » BV = - ) ING OVER HEAD.
4. ?ﬁ.’ﬁliffg< té“-‘;f‘%:t“; Y 35?'03&?@% BHLIAE, BHICRE | 3 CUT THE PARTS OFF PROPERLY AND THROW THE WASTE PARTS
EWTS AN, BAZOETFROVNIRETIIEELCIES L, | INTO DUSTBOX AT ONCE.
5. NEREBNBYETOT. Bo THAAELNLS CLTIEXN, 50 | 4 DO NOT PLAY WITH THE PARTS FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE AS SOME
NEVEFROVARETIRESLTEEL, ESETFSMTI?TEE?EW—‘E}C:MS:::?Q MORE CAUTION AND CARE NEEDED
6. BRROMIOE. —wi—, FA47. YRAUVEEFAECEUE> S, H : :
; X 5 DO NOT SWALLOW ANY PARTS AND CUT-OEF CHIPS. KEEP AWAY
EETEROBOIBULT. 1ZTUTORE. REFOBEOLLRYE> RO HEAGIEBE GOg DEEI
. E;;}é%ﬂE{Eﬁi T 6 WRONG OR GARELESS USAGE OF NIPPER, CUTTER, FILE ETC. MAY
: . B TAIBER. FRICES HE L, HURT THE ASSEMBLER.
KO S ERATHER LAWT AL, RE0BnNSY ET, 7 BE CAUTIONS AS FOLLOWS WHEN USING ADHESIVES AND/OR PAINTS:
* KDL TOEBILBIIC IO TS EE 1, BIROBENSHY £, 15588, #DO NOT USE IN CLOSED ROOM TO AVOID POISONING/TOXIC.
ZHIZEPORANENTIEZ L, S50 NO P A ALLESIUES H5n P RO oI
*f‘;fi;’ﬁ CA>RELEE. FRRBOKTRERNALT, EMCHER EYE IF MISTAKENLY PUT INTO, WASH OUT PROMPTLY WITH FULL
i ) A WATER AND CONSULT A DOGTOR.
8. ILE. #EH. &8 BHI+£ERTLIESE. TOHRBEOEEFEE L 8 USE TOOLINGS, ADHESIVES, PAINTS. BATTERIES ETC. PROPERLY AFTER
 <BATEL<BALTEED, ) | CAREFUL READING OF INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN IN EACH HANDLING MANUAL.
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