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Ivan Nykytovych Kozhedub (June 8, 1920 — August 8, 1991)

[van Kozhedub was born the son of a poor farmer on June 8, 1920 in Obrazhiivka, a village near the northeastern border of Ukraine. In 1934, at the age of 14, he left home to
attend a state vocational school to study science and industrial technology in the nearby city of Shostka. During his studies there, he learned to ﬂ.y after joining a student aviation
club, Idolizing early Soviet aviation pioneer Valery P. Chkaloy, who was famed at the time for flying from Moscow to the West Ccas't of the United States across the North Pc.)le,
Kozhedub joined the Soviet Army in 1940 after his graduation from vocational school with the intention of becoming a military pilot. Tht.i ne)ft year, he graduated t"r(.)m pilot
training at Chuhuiv Military Air School, where his outstanding performance led school officials to keep him on for another two years as a flight instructor. But su(?h dutl-es were
not what Kozhedub had in mind when he had originally set out to become a military pilot — and this was particularly so after war broke out between the Soviet Union and
Germany on June 22, 1941. . - L

In 1943, Kozhedub finally received his long sought after assignment to a combat unit — the 240th IAP (Fighter Air Regiment) of the 302nd IAD (Fighter Aviation Division),
freshly equipped with the new Lavochkin La-5 fighter. The unit was engaged in combat on the Voronezh Front from March of that year, and on the 26th of that month, Kozhedub
flew his first combat mission. His sortie was unsuccessful, and he barely made it back to his base alive, his plane having been damaged not only by enemy fire but also by
friendly anti-aircraft fire as he flew back over the Soviet lines,

In June of that year, Kozhedub’s unit was attached to the 16th VA (Air Army) in preparation for the imminent Kursk Campaign. On July 6, on the occasion of his 40th sortie,
Kozhedub finally scored his first victory, shooting down a Junkers Ju87 Stuka dive bomber. Three days later, he shot down two Messerschmitt Bf109s. His score total had
reached 20 kills by February 4, 1944, when he was simultaneously awarded the Hero of the Soviet Union medal and the Order of Lenin and given command of the 240th [AP.

In May 1944, Kozhedub began flying a Lavochkin La-5FN - an upgrade of the early La-5 — and the pace of his victories accelerated dramatically. By July, his score had reached
48 kills, and by the time he was awarded his second Hero of the Soviet Union medal in August, he was the second highest scoring ace in the Soviet Air Force. That same month,
when he became the executive officer of the 176th GVIAP (Guards Fighter Regiment), he transitioned to the new La-7, which was powered by the same radial engine as the
La-5FN but featured significant streamlining upgrades and reduction in airframe weight. By February 1945, when he encountered and shot down one of the new Messerschmitt
Me262 jet fighters the Germans were putting into combat, his score stood at 59 kills. By the time he scored his 62nd and final official victories, he had made 17 of those kills in
the La-7. Kozhedub did, however, shoot down two additional aircraft that have never been included in his official score tally; in April 1945, when Kozhedub engaged some
German fighters attacking a formation of American B-17 bombers, he was “jumped” by P-51D Mustangs from the bombers’ escort which mistook his La-7 for a German aircraft.
Mistaking his attackers in turn for German fighters, Kozhedub shot down two of the Mustangs. The incident was kept secret at the highest levels of command, and has only come
to light recently.

Kozhedub scored his final victory on April 19, 1945, finishing the war as the Soviet Union’s top ace with a total of 330 combat sorties, during which time he was never shot
down. On August 18, 1945, he was awarded his third Hero of the Soviet Union medal. in recognition of his contributions to the Soviet war effort.

Kozhedub remained in uniform after the war. transitioning to jet fighters and becoming a Brigadier General of the Soviet Air Force at the youthful age of 30, During the Korean
War, he commanded the 324th IAD under the 64th IAK (Fighter Air Corps). He was promoted to full General in 1970, and in 1985 to the Soviet Air Force's highest rank of Air
Marshal. During this period, he served as a general inspector with the Soviet Ministry of Defense and also as a member of the Congress of People’s Deputies of the Soviet Union.
For his contributions to his nation, he was awarded not only with Soviet decorations but also with numerous awards and medals from other countries as well.

Ivan Kozhedub died in Moscow on August 8, 1991 and was buried at Novodevichy cemetery. A bronze statue of him stands today in his native village of Obrazhiivka, and his
famous La-7 “White 27" (the color and numerals of the aircraft’s fuselage identification number) can be seen on exhibit at the Central Museum of the Air Forces in Monino,
Russia.

Kozhedub continues to receive posthumous honors. In 2005, on the 85th anniversary of his birth, the Kozhedub Muscum was opened in the city of Shostka in his native region of
Sumy Oblast. In 2010, on the 90th anniversary of his birth, a statue of him was unveiled in a park in the Ukrainian capital of Kiev. There are also memorial plaques to Kozhedub
at the Kharkov Air Force Academy in Ukraine and on the house in Moscow where he lived from 1966 until his death. His countrymen continue to tell his story and remember
him with pride to this day.
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176 Gv.lAP, Flown by Deputy CO Ilvan Kozhedub Spring 1945
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#Decals without placement instructions may be used freely. ~ #This marking chart has been reduced by 90% in the side view and 80% in the top and bottom views from 1/48 sca
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The La-7 was a Soviet fighter designed and developed during the Second World War by Lavoch-
kin OKB (Aircraft Design Bureau). The design benefitted from research conducted at the TsAGI
(Central Aerohydrodynamics Institute) to improve the performance of Lavochkin's earlier La-5SFN

fighter. Externally visible changes to the airframe included moving the oil cooler position from

under the La-5FN's cowling to under the center of the La-7's fuselage. and replacing the carbure-
tor intuke atop the La-5FN's cowling with two intakes on the forward edges of the La-7's main

wings, affording the latter fighter improved forward visibility and an overall more aerodynamic
and streamlined appearance. Additional changes included replacing the wooden main wing spar of
the earlier design with a metal spar for the La-7, a substitution which saved considerable airframe

weight and enabled the La-7 to enjoy greatly improved overall performance — in some aspects surpass-
ing its Luftwaffe opponents in combat - even though it was powered by the sume engine used on the
La-5FN. Some 5.763 La-Ts were produced between 1944 and 1946, and it is generally regarded as the
finest Soviet fighter of the Second World War. The La-7 was loved by most who flew it, and the type

produced many aces.

(Data) Crew: one: length: 8.60m: wingspan: 9.80m; height: 2.54m; engine: Shvetsov Ash-82FN
(output=1470HP); maximum speed: 661km/h at 6,000m: fixed armament: ShVAK 20mm cannon x 2.
or Berezin B-20 20mm cannon x 3.
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H] in painting indication Is the numberof GSI Creas Agueous Hobby Color, while Ellis
that of Mr, Color. Glue is not included in this kit.

H[1] bei Bemalungshinweisen ist die Nummer der Aqueous - Hobby - Color von @GSl
Creos, wahrend [l den Ton der Farbserie Mr. Color anzeigt. Im Bausatz ist kein

Sur le guide de peinture, HT correspond au numéro de couleur GSI Creos
AQUEQUS HOBBY COLOR. alors que Hll correspond & Mr. COLOR, La colle n'est

HT] nella indicazione della pittura é il numera della GSI Creos del colore ad acqua
per Hobby, mentre Ell & quello di Mr. Color. La calla non é inclusa nelfla scatola di

H en indicaciones de pintado. Este es el numero de GSI Creos Aqueous Hobby
Color, mientras [l es el de Mr. Color. El pegamento no esta incluido en el kit.

HT) EES&ETRERAE GS| Creos i RAMERBZAMNER, MHALR
GSI Creos & MHIEREDFHOER, EREFEEE DEEK.
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HETICLT0WE SVIMRET. ®Move desigh to exact position with
@Cut each design out of decal sheet wet finger fip, and push out excess
and dip them in warm water for 20 water and air bubbles under decal
seconds. with soft cotton cloth.
OkMBELESSFLO LD, ik OF N —NBRELENESLLKE
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CACELNTHPCEEETELET. VESELVET.
@Check with finger tip if design is loose . ) @When decals get dry, wipe off with
on base paper. If so, place it on A wet cloth excess glue left around
proper position on model and slide off decals.
base paper leaving design on model.
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EVOR DEM ZUSAMMENBAU ZU LESEN
@Bk koen Se g2 Anlelng vor dem Zusammenbien sorgfalg duch.

WEFEZ TR TR LR,
. ERZMSRE LR,

arsam umgshen und wahrend des zusam-
ausraichenda ventilation sorgen

BWANTES DEL ENSAMBLAJE,
CUIDADO-SAMENTE LO SIGUIENTE
@ Antas del ensamblaje. estude cudadodaments S NENLOCONSS
@ Emples sclamanta camento pléstioo y pinturas.
@ Rompa y bre las boisas de plisico a fin de eviar qua os nifios
3 scfocarse juganda con
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WLEGGERE QUESTO PRIMA DEL MONTAGGIO

@ Studiare attentamente I2 istuzioni pima del montaggio

@Usare so0lo adesivo @ vemici par plastica

@Strappers o geliare le buste di plastica vuots per eviare i
paricolo di sobocamento per bambini picool

@Non ysare mai l'adesivo o la vernice vicine ad una fiamma.

@ Utiice suliciente adhesiva y ventile bien la habitacion durante

CAUTION: NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 3
YEARS. CONTAINS SMALL PARTS.

ATTENTION: CE PRODUIT NE CONVIENT PAS A UN
ENFANT DE MOINS DE 36 MOIS, EN RAISON DES PIECES
DE PETITE DIMENSION CONTENUES.

ATENCAO: IMPROPRIO PARA CRIANGAS COM MENOS DE
3 ANOS, CONTEM PEGAS PEQUENAS,

NICHT FOR KINDER UNTER 36 MONATEN ENTHALT
KLEINE TEILE.

FORSIGTIG! IKKE EGNET TIL BORN SOM ER MINDRE END
3 AR. INDEHOLDER SMA DELE.

ATTENTIE: NIET GESCHIKT VOOR KINDEREN TOT 4 JAAR.
BEBAT KLEINE ONDERDELEN.

ATENCION: NO ES CONVENIENTE PARA NI[I 0s
MENORES DE 3 AN OS. CONTIENE PIEZAS PEQUEN AS.

NPOZOXH : KATAAAHAO 1A MATAIA ANG TON
TPIQN ETON NEPIEXEI MIKPA
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‘empiee nunca camento N priure Ceca O famas s
@ Usare fadesivo moderalamente & ventiare bene {ampienta @ CONSITICEIGN TEMAXIA
durante ia costruzions. ATTENZIONE: PRODOTTO NON ADATTO Al BAMBINI DI
HLIRE CECI AVANT D'EFFECTUER LE .
SORTAGE  WARNING® FUNGTIONAL SHARP POINTS ETA' INFERIORE Al 35 MESI. CONTIENE PICCOLE PARTI.
®Etuder attentivement los instructions avant le montage “WARNUNG' SCHARFE ECKEN UND KANTEN
@Nutiiser que defadhésd plastiqua et du vamis
@ Déchirer et jeter ios 5acs en piashaues vides pour éviter tout | " Avertissement' Points essenfiels de fonclionnement
danger diétouttement pous les enfanis. . 3
@Ne jamais ubiser dadhési ou du vermis prés dune flamme ATTENZIONE" PARTI MOLTO ACUMINATE
@Utiliser e cimant avec modération et bien ventier fa piece "AVISO" PUNTOS AGUDOS EN FUNCIONAMIENTO
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* ADULT SUPERVISIOR

AGED 12 OR YOUNGER.

ASSEMBLING.

DUSTBOX AT ONCE.

FAMILIES WITH INFANTS.
FROM REACH OF CHILDREM,

HURT THE ASSEMBLER.

AND CONSULT A DOCTOR.

#* MAKE SURE TO READ
BELOW BEFORE ASSEMBLING.

INSTRUCTIONS WHEN ASSEMBLED BY CHILDREN

1. THIS BEING AN ASSEMBLY KIT. READ THE INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE

2. TEAR UP AND THROW AWAY THE PLASTIC BAGS CONTAINING KIT PARTS AS
CHILDAEN MAY SUFFOCATE BY SWALLOWING OR WEARING OVER HEAD.
3. QUT THE PARTS OFF PROPERLY AND THROW THE WASTE PARTS INTO

4.D0 NOT PLAY WITH THE PARTS FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE AS SOME
PARTS MAY BE TOO SHARP. MORE CAUTION AND CARE NEEDED FOR

5. DO NOT SWALLOW ANY PARTS AND CUT-OFF CHIPS, KEEP AWAY
6.WRONG OR CARELESS USAGE OF NIPPER, CUTTER, FILE ETC. MAY |

7.BE CAUTIONS AS FOLLOWS WHEN USING ADHESIVES AND/OR PAINTS:
% DO NOT USE IN CLOSED ROOM TO AVOID POISONING/TOXIC.
% DO NOT USE NEAR FIRE TO AVOID FLAMMABILITY.
# DO NOT PUT ANY ADHESIVES AND/OR PAINTS INTO MOUTH AND EYE
IF MISTAKENLY PUT INTO, WASH OUT PROMPTLY WITH FULL WATER

8.USE TOOLINGS, ADHESIVES, PAINTS, BATTERIES ETC. PROPERLY AFTER |
CAREFUL READING OF INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN IN EACH HANDLING MANUAL.
/

INSTRUCTIONS LISTED

SHOULD ALSO READ
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