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Developed from the M47 'General Patton' tank, the M48 was the mainstay of the US Army and Marines in the Vietnam War, with some 11,703 M48's being built between 1952 and 1959. Due to 
the necessity for an upgraded engine to replace the high fuel consumption of the volatile gasoline engine in the A2, the diesel powered AVDS-1790 was used in the A3. By February 1957, the 
Army had converted around 600 M48A3 Patton tanks and the Marine Corps received 419. Because many M48A3 tanks were conversions from earlier models, some details varied among 
individual examples. 

In addition to the conversion of older model M48s, Chrysler continued to build new vehicles with redesigned fenders and mudguards and armored boxes enclosing the taillights. They were also 
fitted with a re-designed commander's cupola, the M1 E1, which had a modified hatch to allow more room compared to the previous M1 cupola, and the two rear vision blocks were eliminated. 

The M48A3 was withdrawn from service in Europe by October 1961, being replaced by the newer M60. As US armored and cavalry units rotated out of combat deployments to South Vietnam, 
most of their M48A3s were either directly transferred to the South Vietnamese Army or to Thailand. FORSCOM withdrew the M48A3 from combat service with both the US Army and US Marine 
Corps in 1973, replacing them with the M60A1 

Some M48A3s continued in service with National Guard units until 1979, and others were converted into armored vehicle-launched bridges (AVLBs). Afterwards, they were relegated to target 
practice for the testing of radar and weapons systems until the mid-1990s. 
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Be careful not to hurt when removing PE parts. 

V-\-\  
Finish using file. 

Secure using instant glue (not included). 

READ BEFORE ASSEMBLY 

• Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before commencing assembly. 
A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child assembles the model. 
*When assembling this kit,tools including knives used.Extra care should be taken to 
avoid personal injury. 
*Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, 
or pull vinyl bag over their heads. 
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Be Careful Optional Do Not Cement Drill 
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Remove Fill Holes Instant Glue for Metal 

Color info and profiles by Mig Jimenez 
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1.Clean the model surface with a wet cloth. 
2.Cut out each decal design from sheet,and dip it in tepid water for 15-20 sec. 
3.1-lold the backing sheet edge and slide decal onto the model. 
4.Move decal into position by wetting decal with finger. 
5.Press decal gently down with a soft cloth until excess water and air bubbles are gone. 
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Painting and Marking Guide - 
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II]You can find TAKOM on Facebook.com  
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