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FRENCH HOTCHKISS LIGHT TANK H38/39
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Hotchkiss began the production of Light Tanks in 1935, when the H-35 was built to the same specification as the Renault R-35. The H-35 was faster
than its rival and was considered all-around a better tank. In 1938 the design was improved by thicker armour and a more powerful 120hp engine,
which necessitated changes to the rear hull and engine compartment. This model! being designated the H-38 by Hotchkiss, but was often known in
service as the H-39. Armour on the H-38/39 was up to 40mm thick and the tank was initially armed with a 37mm short barrel gun. A longer barreled
SA38 gun was mounted to later production tanks. Like all French tanks of the period, the H-39 was hampered by a lack of communications, and also
by having only a 2-man crew. The German Army salvaged 821 Hotchkiss tanks in 1940 after France capitulated. Some tanks were sent out to Russia
in 1941, but the majority were modified into gun tractors, ammunition or weapons carriers.

A Information by Phil Greenwood

Die franzésische Firma Hotchkiss begann 1935 mit der Herstellung des leichten Panzers H-35. Dieser hatte die gleichen Spezifikationen wie der
Renault R-35. Trotzdem hielt man den schnelleren H-35 fiir das bessere Modell. 1938 erfolgten Verbesserungen der Panzerung sowie der Motor-
leistung auf 120 PS. Dazu veranderte man die hintere Wanne und den Motorraum. Diese Ausfiihrung, von Hotchkiss als H-38 bezeichnet, wurde
im Einsatz aber als H-39 bekannt. Die Panzerung des H-38/39 war bis zu 40mm dick und das Fahrzeug war anféanglich mit einer kurzlaufigen
37mm Kanone bewaffnet. Spatere Produktionslose erhielten den langeren Typ SA38.
Wie andere franzdsischen Panzer dieser Ara wurde der H-39 durch seine fehlende Funkanlage sowie die nur zweikopfige Besatzung behindert.
Die Wehrmacht erbeutete 821 Hotchkiss Panzer nach der Kapitulation Frankreichs 1940. Einige wurden an der Ostfront aufgebraucht, der
Hauptteil jedoch zu Artillerie- Munitions- und Waffentragern umgebaut.

© Translation Michael Knoblich Academy Europe
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CORRECT METHOD FOR APPLYING DECALS : HINWEISE ZUMZ
JFRE(E R /KRR 5 -

1. Clean model parts surface with wet cloth. Entsprechende Stellen am Modell feucht reinigen.

A S8R KRG SRR RS -

TSR o BEHRDT TR LE Y /K91 S 208 -
3. Place it on correct position of the model kit. Decal an der richtigen Stelle auflgen.

AU SRR T AR IE B 2 TS -

RN TEHEECHERG HR SR TH (E LS AR R E B R < IERERL R -

5. When decal get dry then complete. Decal mit Papiertuch andriicken und trocknen.
FFH B RSB -

ICON INSTUCTION: [SI#5iE5R5R -

Open Hole Remove
Loch bohren

2 Sets needed Bend
@ Abtrennen @ Vorgang wiederholen Biegen
JFL Yk EHRAIBUE M g

&

Apply Decal Instant Glue For Metal Fill Hole

Decal anbringen Sekundenkleber verwenden Verspachteln

AE_EKRS#HR @ IRERER &RA g BT
COLOR SUGGESTION: FARBTABELLE: ##:455|: < aiha

Color¥gflk Gunze Sangyo Hobby Color Humbrol

Red Brown Rot Braun et H-47 C-41 160
German Gray Deutsch Grau @R x H-32 C-40 92
Silver Silber R H-8 J-8 11
Flat White Matt Weiss HY¥A H-11 C-62 34
Olive Drab Olive Drab 8 H-78 C-38 66
Dark Green Dunkel Grun SRR H-36 Cc-17 30
Tire Black Reifen Schwarz  ##k 2 H-77 C-137 85
Steel Metall Stahl ¥ 1) H-18 Cc-28 53
Semi -Gloss Blag;yﬁ;ggwarz Seidenmatt / c-82 /
Burnt Iron Metall Bruniert (B H-76 C-61 /
Wood Brown Holz Braun RBEE H-37 C-43 /
Olive Green Olivgriin A& / / 70%1325+30%86

READ BEFORE ASSEMBLING: VOR ZUSAMMENBAU LESEN:

2. Cut out the decal parts and dip them in cold water for 15 ~20 seconds. Decal ausschneiden und fir 15-20 Sek. ins Wasser legen.

4. Slide off the decal from the base paper on to the model kit surface with a cotton stick. Decal mit Wattestabchen festhalten und Papier darunter wegziehen.

Optional
Auswahl

AILGRIRERA

Do not cement
Nicht kleben
Nk

X &

Tamiya
XF-64
XF-63
X-11
XF-2
XF-62
XF-61
XF-1
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Do not work in closed room. Nur in ausreichend beltfteten Raumen arbeiten. )1z $1ith 5 MR o

Carefully Study instruction before assembling. Anleitung studieren und verstandlich machen. #%gIEMEARBRFIES -
Keep plastic model glue and tools away from children. Kleber, Farben, Werkzeuge und Plastiktiiten von Kindern fernhalten. BB/K. iRAR TRDWNBIER -

- Do not use cement or paint near open flame or sparks. Kleber/Farbe nicht in Nahe von offenen Flammen. BBk BhZR7DIEMATE «
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Semi-Gloss Black
R

Flat White
SHBEX
A3S

Al7

Lower Hull
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Flat White
HEX

Interior assembly
@ ENEA

Flat White

Copyright©2008 *All right reserved by Bronco Models



A AR

ZIN

ILLUSTRATION [

gm 5:&10 ‘
Middle and rear road wheel
REIRE S WA

Make 4 sets
BE4E

s

R,
SASY
7\

Make 2 sets
fqE2E

BHiRAALE:

Assembly for road wheel
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U/' Assembly for track link
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Interior colour
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Flst White
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@ Assembly for upper and lower hull

FHRE:

P13 P§12 Wood Brown
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Please remove
the stand before
assembly the parts _~
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Wood Brown

RBFE

Wood Brown

Interior Colur: Flat White
AREEEAE

Flat White
SHEX
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(Kit not included)
Rob tooling
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French version
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H38, France May, 1940
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Camouflage Scheme: Olive Green

2HEWBEE

H39 Service in German Army, Unit Unknown

B

Camouflage Scheme: German Gray

2EHARBEIKE

2e Cuirassiers, France May 1940

Camouflage Scheme: Olive Green with red Brown

WA BB/ AL

JN AR
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1er Cuirassiers France April, 1940

e

Camouﬂage Scheme' Olive Green with red Brown

TR IBAR/ALDEE

1re ou 2e DLM ni des BCC France, 1940
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Camouflage Scheme: Olive Green with red Brown

KT ER e AB AR/ AL EE

H 39 Service in German Army.in Norway, 1941
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Camouflage Scheme: Flat white
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