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When the Nakajima Ki-27 was officially adopted by the Imperial
Japanese Army (IJA) in December 1937, an Army contract was
already in the works with Nakajima to begin design and prototype
construction for a "next generation" fighter which would be called the
Ki-43. When the finished prototype was tested in December 1938, it
was something of a disappointment in overall performance. While the
top speed of the new type exceeded that of the Ki-27 by 30km/h,

there was a significant drop in maneuverability compared with the
~earlier fixed landing gear fighter. Going back to the drawing boards,
Nakajima’ s engineers experimented with changes in wing surface
area and powerplants in three basic prototype configurations (with 10
more “standby" aircraft also constructed) in a design reform process
lasting until September 1940. The results, however, were still not
good enough to convince the dogfighting obsessed Army-Air brass of
the type” s worth. Hope appeared for the type, however, when Army
planners realized the need for long range fighters to participate in the
upcoming Singapore campaign and began to take another look at the
previously marked-off Ki-43 as a possible candidate to fit the bill.
Further improvements on maneuverability were demonstrated by a
prototype tested in April 1941, and cruising range specs were passed

with flying colors. The type was formally adopted by the IJA in May
1941 as the Type 1 Fighter. From June through August of that year,
approximately thirty Type 1 Model I aircraft were assigned to the
59th Fighter Group. Most of the Model I planes were sent to Burma,
where they made a significant contribution to the swift advances of
the IJA campaign there. With a new Hall5 engine and refined
airframe, the upgraded Model II went on to become the Ki-43
"Oscar" most familiar to early war Allied aviators, proving more than
a match for their outdated Buffalos, Hurricanes and P-40s. However,
later Allied types such as the Spitfire and P-38 turned the tables on
the Ki-43 pretty much from early 1943 on. Despite this turn of
events, the IJA continued to rely on the Ki-43 as its main fighter type
right up until the end of the war, more than anything because of the
type's efficiency and relatively simple maintenance requirements.

(Data) Crew: one; wingspan: 10.84m; length (along datum line)
3.92m; height (with datum line parallel to ground) 3.27m; main wing
surface area: 21.4m?2; weight, fully-loaded: 2,590kg; engine:
Nakajima Hall5 (rated at 1,120hp at takeoff); maximum speed:
515km/h at 6,000m: fixed armament:12.7mm MG x 2
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Assemble in numerical order
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Main Wing Installation
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Engine Assembly
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Various Parts Installation
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Motor Installation
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Engine Installation
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Main Gear Assembly
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Be careful of the angle
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Cowling & Canopy Installation

[

2
T14 5w PN




C3 (D) pl Y]
Main Wing Installation
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Install a propeller after you stop the rotation of the motor by
using Z2. (Be careful of the polarity of the battery.)
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Propeller Installation
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- How to detach a battery
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Detach a battery by using Z1 \
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Battery (LR44)
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It is pushed in the finger from
poth sides and installed.
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'0 not touch a propeller during the rotation.
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| DEfmIEERLEE A, Parti non per uso.
{ Parts not for use. Partes para no usar,

| Teile werden nicht verwendet. FEE(SEHEEIRME

{ Pieces a ne pas utiliser.

For Japanese use only.
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8 H|8 2JWN— ER) SILVER H[1] in painting indication is the number of GS| Creos Aqueous Hobby Color, while
m H8 Eiﬁ@, STEEL Bl is that of Mr. Color. Glue is not included in this kit.
33 H12| | DWELTZvS FLAT BLACK H[] bei Bemalungshinweisen ist die Nummer der Aqueous - Hobby - Color von GSI
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Marking & Painting RITEOAE B2 FTEH 19446 ~45%4] EILT

o ST R Aircraft of 64th Air Group, 2nd Squadron, Burma, Late 1944-Early 1945

Markierungen und Bemalung
Decoration et Peinture
Marchio & Pittura
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=84 Hitachi Aviation Instruction Division, aircraft of 2LT Tsuyoshi Komatsu, 8|
Mito-Higashi 1344-Early 1845
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@Decals without placement instructions may be used freely.
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the top and bottom views from 1/48 scale.
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