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Throushout World War ll,the Germans developed numerous types ol
fishtin8 vehi.les including tanks. Unarmoured transport vehicles w.re
also remarkably diversified becarse the Cermans immediately requisi'
tioDed those hanufactured by occupied countries in addition to those
developed by the Germans .hemselves.
A unique lisht vehicle amons these diversilied transport vehicles used
by the Reichsselr was the Kettenkrad. This interesting, peculiar
vehicle uas officially desisnated "Kleines Kettenkraftrad (Small
Tracked Motorcycle) Sdkfz 2',but senerally called "Kettenk.ad" for

The idea of such hacked vehicles with a steering wheel was born a

fairly lons time before. After World War I , Schneider of France

- 
in,tiA?TexpFii6aEET-SI ]-X whr.F-6 ir-[ad tl]Th-id 1930::-
When parachute troops for makins surprise attacks appeared after
the outbreak of Wotld War Il,light,shall vehicles capahte of tosins
infantry antitank $ns naturally came to be required. At fi.st the
German Air Force tried.orving these suns by the Army's motorcycles
equipped witl a sidecar, btt they proved to have poor factive force
and we.e not qualified for use i. actual Iightins. Late in 1939, the
German Ordnance Bureau decided to develop a multipurPose lisht
hactor for ?arachute hoops of the Air Force and ordered NSU ro
trial.manulacture it in accordance rvith the specifi.ations given. NSU
was a bis manufacturer of motorcycles ,f 600 .c and other classes
and once provided motorcycles for the Austlian Arby. NSU immedi'
ately set to trial manufacture and completed a pilot model in 1940,

startins to produce the Kettenkr.d (HK-r01) in I94r.
The body was of all-metal closed consfuction An Opel'Olynpia {ater'
cooled series 4-.ylinder OHV 1,478 cc petrol eneine of 36 hp was

mouDted with the front side back on the cenrer of the bodv. Under
the driver seat in front of the engine ere the clutch and transmission
through which power was transmitted to the front spro.ket wheel.
The transbission offered th.ee speeds forward and one backward.
Also employed was two-speed auxiliary kansnission for use in oif road
runnins. Thus the vehicle had six speeds forward and two backra,d
in all,which further enhaDced its offroad performance. The suspension
was of lorsion bar type. The radiator was fixed at the back of the
engine and the air intake was provided at the rear of the driver seat.
The fuel tanks oere mounted on both sides of the driver seat at the
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lront part of the body and had a total capacity of 42 litres.
The performance was as followes: maximum speed on roaa oI ahout
70 km/h, tractive force of 4.5 tons and cruisins ranse of 260 km on
road or 190 km o{f road.
On sth June, 1941, the " Ramcke' B rigade, parachute troop. was equipped
with the Kettenk.ad for the first tine in tlte Cerman Arny. At that
tihe, the Germans succeeded in coDductins Iarge-scale airborne opera-
tions against Crete. This "as the lirst time in history that an air'
bome troop had ever captured an island and achieved brilliant war
results. No less than 25% of German soldiers we.e. however, lost
in tI€ successful operations. Ironically e.ough, the Kettenkrad whicl
was supposed to be produced for parachute troops lost its oriSinal
purpose.Theunparanelerrmafi ry-6t-IEaf efi enkiaf,iarcv€-.tnaft aalry
attracted ground hoops'attention. There was a rapidly growine de'
mand for the Kettenkrad particularly from ihose who were troubled
wi!h bad roads on the eastern front. The Kettenkrad, whose production
once threatened to cease, was thus plt to mass production again in
1943. It came to display considerable activity as a telephoneiine layer
or as a liaison vehicle to replace notorcycles. The production oI the
Kettenkrad (HK-101) continued till tle end of 1944 and totalled to
8,345. A few Kettenkrad HK'102's equiPPed with a more powerful
engine of 2,000 cc were manufa.tured for hial but not Put to Dass

Essential Specifications of the Kettenkrad (HK-l0l)
,.Overall lensth: 3.00 m ,loverall width: l00n
,. Overall heisht: 1.20 m * wei8ht: 1,235 kg
*Ensine: Opel'OlyDpia water.cooled series 4-cylinder oHv 1,478 cc,

36hp/3,400 rpm
,,Maximum speed: 72 km/h (oD road),a0 48 km/h (off road)
*Cruisins ranse: 260 km (on road),1S0km(off road)
,rTractive lorce: 4.5 t *Number of crew: 3

The "Ramcke" Brigade was an elite unit counted as one of .Ie most
outstanding parachue troops. There is a dranatic episode that the
Brisade - which, after capturins Crete. was sent to North Africa
had only a linited number ol vehicles and antitank suns th€re bul ran
throush the enemy for a distahce of 350 kr and successtully escaped
all by itself.
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(Colour ol German Military Vehicles)
From February 1943, Geroan dilitary vehicles
becabe to be camouflage-painted in dark yellow
as th€ main colou. using red brown and dark
green, while they had been painted in sinsle
gernan grey till that time. Those of tank divi.
sions in Norhandy on July 1944 were also
painted in thes€ th.ee colours sinele or com.
binated. They did not have any uniform camon-
flage pattern, but were painted freely with a

brush or a spray.gun. W}ile some vehicies
found painted in german grey in this period.
Ttis seems that they used serman grey pajnt
sto.ked so fa, through the shortage of paint.
And on the AJrican f.ont. their colour were
either in sinsle dark yellow or added with red
brown camouflage in accordance with the la.d.
In winter nany vehicles were us€d witl flat
white water.soluble paint applied on body colour.

(colours to be Used)
Flat Black
Flat Wlite
Metallic Grey
BuII
Dark Yellow
German Grey
Red Brown
Field Grey

Camoulla€le Pattern in Two Colours

Grip:
Flat Bl.c!

The Reichswehr-q$-37l Z9g WI--
371209

The Lultwaffe $L-39'7r? ldthl

Camouflage Pattern in Three Colours
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you stad assembLing a mode1.

*Get a sharp knife, a Pair o{ nippers,
and a file etc. ready.

*Do not ripple away each Part from
a runner. Cut Parts off from runnerc
with a pair of nippers or a knj{e.
Painting Your Model
*As well as improvins the reality of
lour completed model, painting will
give yolr greater satisfaction to make
your own model. Moreover, paint coat
ensures a good application of Decals.

*SmaL1 pads and lnternal parts should
be painted while still on the runner.
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TAMIYA COLOR CATALOGUE
Th6latest in cars, boats,lanks and shipa,
Motorized, radio contro l€d and museuh
quality mod€ls areallshown in lullcolorln
Tamiya's latest calalogue, At your near6sl
hobby supply hous€.

Put Jerry Cac. 30,31, and Radio
Apparatus into Trailer o. o.
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