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RAAF F/A-18A Hornet "Operation Okra"
On the beginning of the 1980’s Royal Australian Air Force was looking for option to replace his older Mirage III fighters in service since 
1963. After years of analysis, the RAAF announced in 1985 the contract to buy seventy-five F/A-18s. The first two aircraft were produced 
in the US, with the remainder assembled in Australia at Government Aircraft Factories.  

In 2003 14 Hornets flew Airborne Tanker protection patrols over Iraq, as well as Close Air Support (CAS) sorties to assist ground forces. 
But his most important missions are conducted in 2015, when RAAF deployed six Hornets to the Middle East as part of Operation Okra. 
During the operation, RAAF F/A-18A’s fly bomb missions using JDAM bombs. 

The aircraft F/A-18A Hornet (A21-022) presented in this box is now part of The Memorial's collection on the Australian War Memorial. The 
aircraft was deployed to Operation Falconer in 2003 where it took part in 20 combat missions, including four operations in which ordnance 
was delivered. During Operation Okra in 2016–17 it flew more than 50 combat missions against ISIL targets in Iraq and Syria. It was 
retired on 9 June 2020 after more than 30 years in service, with 6,131.5 flying hours. 
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WEAPON SET (AIM-9x,9M,120B/C,GBU-12) PARTS M
1/48 F/A-18 UPPER FUESLAGE   A
1/48 F/A-18 LOWER FUESLAGE    B
1/48 F/A-18 FLAPS C
1/48 F/A-18 C/D VERTICAL TAIL  D
1/48 F/A-18 WHEEL, PYLONS  E
1/48 F/A-18 FUEL TANKS, PYLON F
1/48 F/A-18 A/C CANOPY G
1/48 F/A-18 COCKPIT, LANDING GEAR  H
1/48 F/A-18 A/C PARTS  I
1/48 F/A-18 COMMON CLEAR PARTS L
1/48 F/A-18 DOUBLE CANOPY  M
1/48 F/A-18 A/B VERTICAL TAIL PART O
1/48 MODERN US TARGETING POD
1/48 RAAF F/A-18A Hornet "Operation Okra"
1/48 RAAF F/A-18A Hornet "Operation Okra" MANUAL
1/48 F/A-18A/B/C/D/ATARS
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F/A-18A A21-22, RAAF Air Task Group Strike Element
Al Dhafra Base UAE, 2016/2017.
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