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Blenheim Mk. IF

In 1935, Frank Barnwell and Roy Fedden of the Bristo! Aeroplane Company Ltd developed a light, fast twin

engined transport aircraft capable of carrying six passengers and two crew. The Bristol Type 142 soon came to the
attention of the British Air Ministry, as it was faster than any current RAF aircraft. Notonly did the Air Ministry show
interest, so did the Finnish Air Force. A Type 142M was developed, which had the wing moved from the lower to mid
fuselage to accommodate a bomb bay. Italso had a gun turret in the rear fuselage. The aircraft was now designated the
Bristol Blenheim MkI and the first prototype flew from Filtor on 25" June 1936, The RAF ordered 150 and further
orders came from Finland, Lithuania, Turkey and Yugoslavia. The prototype did not need many modification and it
soon went into production. The first aircraft delivered to the RAF flew into RAF Wyton in Huntingdonshire on 17°
March 1937, where it was presented to 114 (Bomber) Squadron. A further 434 Bienheims were ordered in 1936.
Although it was soon replaced as a front-line bomber by the longer nosed Blenheim MKIV, it was retained as a
second-line bomber and training aircraft. In 1938, at least 200 were modified into Blenheim MKIf's, serving as long-
range heavily-armed fighters to escort the Blenheim MkTV bombers. These fighters were equipped with a belly pack
containing four .303in machine guns and 2,000 rounds of ammunition. The Blenheim MkIf also gained fame as the
first RAF aircraft to be fitted with an airborne interception radar. This revolutionised night fighting and the Blenheim
was the firstin a long line of aircraft to become equipped for this duty.
Technical Specifications: Span 56ft 4in (17.17m), length 39ft 9in (12.13m), height 9ft 10in (3.01m). Production
aircraft were powered by the 840hp Bristol MercurVIII radial engine. Top speed was 260mph (418km/h) at 11,8001t
(3,597m) altitude. Service ceiling 27,2801t (8320m). Range was 1,125 miles/1810km. Standard armament was one
fixed .303in Browning firing forward from the wing and one .303in Vickers 'K' in the turret. The MKIf carried an
extra four.303in Brownings in the belly pack. Maximum bomb load was 1,0001b (454kg)

History Notes courtesy of Mr Chris Hughes, England, U.K.

@ V roce 1935 navrhli konstruktéfi tovarny Bristol Aeroplane Company Frank Barnwell a Roy Fedden novy
lehky a rychly dvoumotorovy letoun, schopny nést 6 cestujicich a dva ¢leny posadky. Novy letoun oznaceny jako
Bristol Type 142 vzbudil velky zajem Britského Ministerstva letectvi zv1asté proto, Ze tento letoun byl rychlejsi nez
vSechny bézna letadla RAF t¢ doby. Stejny zdjem o letoun projevilo i Finské vojenské letectvo. Vyvoj letounu
pokracoval modelem Bristol 142M. Konstrukce kiidla se zménila a z pivodniho dolnoplosniku se stal stiedoplo$nik
a to proto, aby se mohl v trupu vytvofit prostor pro pumovnici. V zadni ¢asti trupu byla také umisténa stielecka véz.
Letoun byl nyni oznacen jako Bristol Blenheim MKI a prvni prototyp vzlétl ve Filtonu 25.¢ervana 1936. Britské
kralovskeé letectvo RAF objednalo 150 stroji, dalsi objednavky dorazily z Finska, Litvy, Turecka a Jugoslavie.
Protoze sériovy letoun nevyzadoval témér zadné Gpravy ve srovnani s prototypem, mohla byt jeho sériova vyroba
zahdjena velmi brzy. Prvni sériovy Blenheim MkI byl dodan na zakladnu RAF ve Wytonu, Huntingdonshire,
17.biezna 1937, kde byl pfedan 114. Bombardovaci peruti RAF. Dalsich 434 Blenheimtt MkI bylo objednédno v roce
1938. Ackoliv byl tento letoun brzy nahrazen u bojovych titvarti letouny Blenheim MKIV, ztstal déle ve vyzbroji jako
zaloha a cvicny letoun. Vroce 1938 bylo nejméné 200 kust prestavéno na verzi Blenheim MKIF, t&zky stihaci letoun
s dlouhym doletem, ktery byl uréen pro stihaci doprovod bombardéru Blenheim MKIV. Tyto stihaci letouny byly
vyzbrojeny podtrupovym zavesnikem. ktery obsahoval ¢tyfi kulomety Browning raze .303 in se zasobou 2000 kusu
naboji. Letoun Blenheim Mk.I také ziskal povést prvniho letounu vybaveného zachytnym radarem. Pouziti radaru
bylo pfevratem ve vedeni no¢niho leteckého boje a Blenheim MKI byl prvnim z dlouhé fady letadel vyzbrojenych pro
tento ucel.

Technické udaje: rozpeti 17,17 m, délka 12,13 m, vyska 3.01 m. Sériové letouny byly vybaveny radidlnimi motory
Bristol Mercury VIIT o vykonu 840 hp. Max. rychlost 418km/hod ve vysce 3597 metrii. Operacni dostup 8320
metrt. Dolet 1810 km. Standardni vyzbroj: 1 pevny kulomet Browning rdze .303 in umistény v kiidle, 1 kulomet
Vickers "K” raze .303 in umistény ve stielecké vézi. Ndaklad pum 454 kg. Letouny MKIF nesly ¢tyfi kulomety
Browning raze .303 v podtrupovém zavésniku.

Podékovani za spolupréci pti priprave podkladu pro Blenheim MkI: Chris Hughes , United Kingdom.
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