SH 72201

|
/ Westland Whirlwind FB Mk.i “Fighter-Bomber”

@B

Project Wesland P.9 was designed upon F.37/35 Specifications that called for escort fighter with
heavy armament. P.9 project was a twin engined aircraft with four 20 mm cannons. In February
1937 RAF and Westland signed a contract for manufacture of two prototypes. The first prototype
L6844 took off for the first time on October 11, 1938. Following two years were both prototypes,
the second was L6845, thoroughly tested and it subsequently led to the tail panes changes and
deleting of slats. The production of the series machines began in 1940 and they were assigned to
the RAF 283. Squadron. Another squadron, this time RAF 137. was equipped with Whirlwinds in
1941. Due to the R&R Peregrine engines no other units were equipped with Whirlwinds. These
engines were unreliable and moreover their production was stopped on behalf of more needed
Merlins. This also led to the production being stopped. Even though the Whirlwinds were fast,
highly maneuverable and reputedly they were even capabie to outmaneuver single engined
fighter. Further, the heavy armament consisting of four cannons made the Whirlwind deadly
opponent. The heavy armament was later intensified by addition of two wing mounted bomb
racks. These modified Whirlwinds were designated FB Mk.| or Mk.IA and were used for ground
attack missions. Their successful attacks on German ships in La Manche Channel and in
occupied France earned them a nickname Whiribomber. Whirlwinds fought in first line combat
until the end of 1943 and then were withdrawn. The L6844 protoype was used as test bed for
various armament layouts, such as 12 machine guns or 37 mm cannon.

Wingspan: 13.73 m, Length: 9.84 m, Max. Speed: 579 kmh, Range: 10600 km, Service Ceiling: 9150
m.
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Na zakladé specifikaci F.37/35, které pozZadovaly tézce vyzbrojenou stihagku pro boj s bombardéry,
vzniki u firmy Westland projekt P.9, dvomotorovy strojs vyzbroji &tyF kanoni raze 20 mm.

Vinoru 1937 RAF uzavrelo s firmou Westland smlouvu na postaveni dvou prototypti.

Prvniznich, L6844 vzlétl poprvé 11. fijna 1938. Nasledovaly dva roky zkousek, do kterych se zapojil i
druhy prototyp L6845. B&hem t&chto zkousek se ménily hlavné ocasni plochy a byly zruSeny sloty.
Sériové stroje se za&aly vyrabét v roce 1940.

Do vyzbroje je dostala 263. squardona RAF. V roce 1941 je dostala dai$i jednotka 137. squadrona
RAF. Dal$i jednotky uz timto strojem vyzbrojeny nebyly.

Na viné byly hlavné motory R&R Peregrine. Byly nespolehlivé a navic jejich produkce byla
zastavena ve prospéch potfebnéjsich Merlind. To vedlo i k zastaveni vyroby Whirlwindu. Ty pfitom
byly rychié a obratné, Gdajné byly schopné vymanévrovatijednomotorovou stihagku. A pfi své silné
vyzbroji étyF kanonu predstavovaly nebezpecného protivnika.

Jejich silna vyzbroj byla pozdéji posilena i montazi zavésniki bomb pod kfidlo. Takto upravené
Whirlwindy byly oznadeny FB Mk.l nebo Mk.IA a nasazeny do bitevnich akci. Jejich Gspéchy pfi
utccich na némeckou lodni dopravu v Kanalu La Manche a v okupované Francii jim vynesly
pfezdivku Whirlbomber.

Whirlwindy bojovaly v prvnilinii do konce roku 1943, pak byly vyfazeny.

Na prototypu L6844 byly testovany ruzné varianty vyzbroje, napf. dvanact kulometii nebo kanon
raze 37 mm.
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Westland Whirlwind FB Mk I. P7094, HE-T, Bellows', No.263 Squadron RAF. letisté Warmiwel,
zacétek roku 1943, Kromé népisu pod kabinou je na levé strané uvedenc jméno pilota F/Lt Blackshav/
vhnédém obdéiniku pivodni kamuflézni barvy Dark Earth. V kabiné tohoto letoun se ale nechal fotit
kanadsky pilot F/O J. P Coyne. Kamufiaz homich ploch se skidd ze i1 barev, kromé Dark Green a
Mixed Grey jesté z Dark Sea Grey. Vrtulové tuzely] y naki, Strojse s velkou
pravdépodobnosti 28.3.43 zucastnil akce Roadstead 60, itoku na némecky konvoj v kandlu La
Manche. Pi této akci byly ,Whirlbombery” doprovézeny Spitfiry od No.310 (Czechoslovak) a 313.
(Czechoslovak) Squadron RAF. Letoun byl znicen 16 kvétna 1943 po nalétanych 166

Kterych doséhl postupné uNo. 263, No.137 a opét u No. 263 Squadron RAF
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KamuflaZni schématav  The camouslage schemes

barvé simiZete stdhnout 1in Color are downloadable
|| znasichstranek through our website
‘ www.cmkkits.com
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Westland Whirlwind FB Mk I, P7094, HE-T, ,Bellows", No.263 Squadron RAE Warmwell airfield,
beginning of 1943. Excepl the presentation writing below the canopy there's a pilot's name F/Lt
Blackshaw on the port side in the brown rectangle of the original Dark Earth color. Canadian pilot F/0 J,
P. Coyne was photographad in the cockpit of this machine. The upper surface camouflage consists of
three colors. Except of the Dark Green and Mixed Grey also Dark Sea Grey was used. The propeller
spinners as so the tail fairing sport miniaturized national insignias. It is highly probable that this
machine on March 28, 1943 participated in Roadstead 60 mission the attack on German convoyin La
Manche channel During this mission the Whirlbombers were escorted by Spitfires from No 310
(Czechosiovak) andNo 313 (Cz RAF The aircraft was d May 16,
1943 with 166 hours of flight time assigned subsequently to No. 263, No. 137 and back with No. 263
RAF Squadrons
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Zluta < Matina Cerné
Yellow Flat Black
H329/C329 H12/ C33
Tmava zelena Michana Sedd Stiedni moi'ska $edé Nebeska modra £ Tmavé moiska Seda
Dark Green Mixed Grey Medium Sea Grey S Dark Sea Grey
H73/C23 5% H12/ C33 H335/C335 H74/C26 H75/C25
95% H362/ C22
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nd Whirtwind FB Mk.I, P8974, HE-Z No.263 Squadron RAF. letists Angle, Westland Whirlwind FB8 Mk |, P6974, HE-Z, No. 263 Squadron RAF, Angle airfisld, July
nebo srpen 1942. Stroj v dennf stihaci kamufléZi je atypicky Gernou barvou na or August 1942, The aircraft wore Day Fighter Camouflage with black color on lower
soodni plose kiidla s bilymi pruhy a bilou pfidi. V této bodobé mél dcastnit boju nad de of the wings and white stripes above and below the wings and whole nose section in

olor, t0o. This ID was supposed for Disppe operation but it can also be connected
‘on or Rutter training. It served with No. 263 RAF Squadron from
Oto September 19, 1943 when it was lostin action.

Diepps. Je viak mozné. ze toto zbarvenf souvisf s operacl Starkey nebo cvicenim
Rutter UNo.263 Sq RAF Iétal od 247 194087 do 19, 417 1943, kdy byl ztracen v akei
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in Color are downloodable |
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www.cmkkits. com — |

Ocednska sedé

Ocean Grey
C362
BT E e D ; . . G i 2
Tmavé zelené Stredni morsks seds Nebeska modra Zluts Matna Cema
Dark Green Medium Sea Grey ky Yeilow ’ Flat Black
H73/C23 H335/C335 H74/C26 H329/C329 H12/C33
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VWestland Whirlwind FB Mk I, P7102, SF-P. ,Comrades In Arms’, P/O E L. Musgrave,
No.137 Squadron RAF. Na hornich plochdch nasl tento stroj mimo standardni Dark
Green nahraZkovou Mixed Grey. Jméno Comrades In Arms bylo napséno na levém
hoku pod kabinou. U No.137 Squadron RAF siouZil tento stroj od ésrvna 1942 do z4&f
1943 Pak byl predén No.263 Squadron RAF. Vyfazen a se$rotovén byl vzaii 1944,

(@) ¥awf1dint schématay  The comoufloge schemes '

~ barvé simizete stahnout inColor are downloadable
! 2z nadich stranek through our website |
|l——— www.cmkkits.com ———]

Tmava zelena Michana Seda

Dark Green Mixed Grey Medium Sea Grey
H73/C23 5% H12/ C33 H335/C335
95% H362/ C22

Stredni morska $edé

Westland Whirtwind F8 Mk | P7102, SF-F _Comrades In Arms®, P/O E L. Musgrave,
No. 137 Squadron R, e upper surfaces’ camouflage consisted of standard Dark
Green and makeshift Mixed Grey The inscription “Comrades in Arms” was written on
the port board bsiow the canopy. This machine served with No. 137 Squadron RAF from
June 1942 to Sept: as handed over to No. 263 Squadron RAF In
September 1944 was withdrawn from ssrvice and subsequently scraped.

Matné Cemna
Flat Black
H12/ C33

Zluté
Yellow
H329/C329

Nebeska modra

Sky
H74/ C26
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d Whirlwind FB Mk, P7012, SF-V, No.137 Squadron RAF. Na hornich Westland Whirlwind FB Mk I, P7012, SF-V. No.137 Squadron RAF. The upper surfaces'
‘/'\c’*jch nes! fento stroj mimo standardni Dark Green nahraZkovou Mixed Grey camouflage consisted of standard Dark Green and makeshift Mixed Grey. This machine
137 Squadron RAF pouzivala tento stroj od listopadu 1941 do ¢ervna 1943. Pak ho served with No.137 Squadron RAF from November 1941 to June 1943, when it was
pfedala No.263 Squadron RAF. Viyrazen a zlik an bylv éervenci 1944, handed over to No. 263 Squadron RAF. In July 1944 was this machine withdrawn from
vice and subsequently scraped

The camoufLage schemes

barvé si miiZete stahnout in Color cre downloadable
' znasich stranek through our website
www.cmkkits.com ——J

Matné Cerné
Flat Black
H12/C33

Michana Seda
Mixed Grey

5% H12/C33
95% H362/ C22

Tmava zelena
Dark Green
H73/C23

Zluté
Yellow
H329/C329

Nebeska modra
Sky
H74/C26

Stredni morskd Seda
Medium Sea Grey
H335/C335
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