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Theus Army mainly used foreign cannons in WWI, and it was not until 1940 that the Ameri-
can developed M3 37mm anti-tank saw services in the US Army. Lightened M3 anti-tank
guns were suitable for infantry, yet the artillery were looking for heavier guns.

In Europe, the war reached its peak, which made the US Army to demand more effective
anti-tank weapons. Therefore Army Ordnance Corps integrated existing resources - using
105 mm howitzer carriage, breechblock assembly and recoil system, adopting T9 3-inch
barrel (converted from M1918 anti-aircraft gun). The prototype was introduced on September
1941, and the result was to Army’ s satisfaction. The gun was officially designated as M5,
and the carriage was designated as M1. Mass production was commenced in December
1942.

To the infantry, M5 was too bulky and too heavy. And the Tank destroyers favoured tanks
with better maneuverability and defensive capabilities. From experiences on North Africa
theaters, anti-tank guns own better camouflage effects than tank destroyers. Therefore it
was decided that the M5 were issued to Tank Destroyers battalions from March 1943.

December 1943, the 805th Tank Destroyers Battalion saw combat in the Italian Campaign.
On the 25th around Napoli, he 805th Battalion became the first unit to operate M5 in action.
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Note: Cut off at here first to avoid damage. \.

' Method for applying decals:

|| 1. Clean model surface with wet cloth. 2

| 2. Cut out of decal sheet and dip them in
warm water for 15 seconds. 3

| 3. Place it on proper position on model. 4

| 4. Slide off base paper leaving decals on
model with wet finger tip. 5

| | 5. Move decals to exact position, push out
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excess water under decal with soft cotton cloth. 6
| 6. When decals get dry then complete.
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@ The howitzer was adopted by the US Army in 1939, 1 05mm HOWltzer M2A1

became the standard light field howitzer for the US @ Ammunition
Army in World War II, seeing action in team chief
all theatres. 10202 were produced

= in WWIL

@Aimer

®Loader

)

@Being a close
support weapon, its
shield was designed

.
@® 10 personnel, towed by a
2 1/2 ton truck

@M 101A1 was modified (lightened) from M2A1. e e
Adopted by more than 70 countries after WWIL. e @Due to its
A 'W' :;;f/ Total production number is 494. lightened
modifica-

tion, the

MI101A1 can

be towed by

the helicopter.

@T19 self-propelled artillery vehicle,
saw action in the North Africa

self-propelled vehicle

@ Using M3 chassis (later also M4A3)
y as the platform, adopting 105mm
-

‘;i,:-j howitzer, the new self-propelled
artillery vehicle was known as

M7 Priest.

£
@ M5 3-inch Anti—Tank - _ ® The M5 adopted
e =
{ 2 i e ~ /

Realizing the inadequacy of M1 new MG carriage.
57mm gun, the M5 3-inch

@® Using existing 105mm
howitzer components, M3 anti-aircraft
gun barrel; and carriage and recoil
system were from M2A1 howitzer.
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GMC 1 1/2 TON CARGO TRUCK
M3A1 SCOUT CAR & M3A1 HALF-TRACK

M35 2 1/2 TON CARGO TRUCK

WC63 1 1/2 TON WEAPONS CARRIER
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/ Body Color:
Olive drab(2) or Khaki green
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