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The Starfighter Story . . .

The Llockheed F-104A Starfighter is an air superiority
day fighter of advanced design. The aircraft has a length
of 54 ft. 9 in. It has a span of 21 ft. 11 in. Height of
the aircraft is 13 ft. 6 in. Powerplant is a General Electric
J79-GE-3A axial flow turbojet with afterburner. This en-
gine has an approximate thrust of 10,000 pounds with
afterburner out and 15,000 pounds with afterburner in.

Armament of the F-104A is an M61 six-barrel can-
non, however, almost all F-104A aircraft are armed with
Sidewinder infra-red missiles when assigned to intercep-
tion missions. The Mé1 cannon is then removed and extra
fuel tanks placed in the cannon’s space.

Normal fuel load of the Starfighter is carried in fuse-
lage tanks with provisions for wingtip fuel tanks and
underwing pylon tanks. The F-104A is not equipped for
in-flight refueling.

Top speed of the Starfighter is in the order of Mach
2, or, twice the speed of sound. The dirframe design is
estimated to possess a speed potential of Mach 2.2 to
2.4. Speed limitation of Mach 2 is imposed due to aero-
dynamic heating of air entering the engine and the dan-
ger of this hot air damaging the compressor section of
the powerplant.

The first prototype of the Starfighter flew for the first
time in February of 1954. Two years later, after an ex-
tensive test program, the first production F-104A lifted
into the air.

Numerous developments on the basic Starfighter
theme have come into being. The F-104B is the two-
seat version of the A. The F-104C is a fighter-bomber
development with a two-seat version called the F-104D.
The F-104G Super Starfighter is a redesign with internal
changes suiting the F-104 for NATO missions. The F-104F
is the two-seat version of the F-104G. The F-104J, being
built for Japan, is a progressive development of the

F-104C.

The Starfighter is undoubtedly one of the most out-
standing airplanes of our time and sure to be flying in
the world’s skies for some time to come.



CIRCLES ON
RIGHT FUSELAGE TOPS OF
HALF

LINEUP
MARK

LEFT FUSELAGE

HALF
INTAKE " SPIKE" NOSE STRUT LEFT WING
POINT AXLE TO LEFT
Glue the intake spikes into the air in- Glue the nose strut into its socket hole in the right fuselage half. Glue the wings to the fuselage. Be sure the
takes of the fuselage halves in posi- Be sure the axle points to the left. Now glue the fuselage halves circles marked on the wings are on top. The
tion as marked on the fuselage halves. together. wings when properly attached to your F-104

hang downward.

6

5 AFTERBURNER
EXHAUST RING

STABILIZER

FUSELAGE NOSE

CONE
PAINT BLACK
Glue the fuseloge nose cone to the  Paint the afterburner exhaust ring Slide the stabilizer into .+ . further . . . . . . until it snaps into
fuselage halves. black and cement it into the rear place as shown here and place. You can now glue
of the fuselage against the four in the next two photos. it in place or leave it
nibs. Slide it down and for- loose so that you can
ward . . . move it up or down as on
the real Starfighter.
10 11 RETAINING PLATE
BALL ARMS
TWIST LANDING GEAR

LEGS e

"'V GROOVES

SOCKET BOX
FUSELAGE
| s e s | B Y-
Slide ball arms into Glue the landing gear legs to the ball arms Glue the retaining plate to the Paint main wheel tires black and glue wheels to
slots in socket box  as shown. back of the socket box as shown, axles of landing gear legs. Place glue in "V
and twist them in- ‘grooves of fuselage and guide gear into place as

shown here. Hold in this position until glue has

to place as shown,
set awhile. Set the Starfighter fuselage aside 1o dry.

Now glue them se-
corely.



13

Y ES ™ NUMBER

NOSE WHEEL
PAINT TIRE -
BLACK VANE

TIP TANK NOSE MATCHING HALYES

2" IN THIS CASE

Assemble matching {1 with 1, 2 with 2) tank halves to- Glue the nose wheel to the nose gear strut. Glue the tip Glue center section of the landing
gether os shown. Glue the tank noses in place. tanks to the wing tips as shown. Be sure the small vanes gear well into place. The round
on the tanks are above the wings. nibs at the ends of the center sec-
tion glue into the inside of the

fuselage.
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DECALS

WINDSHIELD
AFT CANOPY

SPEED
BRAKES

RED RINGS

NQ STEP

Read the instructions on the back of the decal sheet and Glue the windshield and aft canopy into place as shown. Begin This close-up of the tail area

apply the star and ""USAF'' to the bottoms of the wings. apply the rest of decals as indicated here and in the following shows clearly the decal place-

Now glue the landing geor doors into place as shown. photos. ment and position of the speed
brakes.

PAINT FRAME
SILYER

RED TRIANGLE SEAT

PANEL AND FLOOR

l HALVES. PAINT GREEN |

o1 R 2 o Ed

Paint the canopy frames silver. This photo also shows the decai layout on the Cement the panel and floor Paint top and Paint seat green and

forward section of the airplane. halves together as shown. sides of instru- cement it to panel
ment panel black. and floor wunit as
When dry apply shown,

decal instrument
face as shown.



PAINT PILOT
2 HELMET—RED
SUIT—GREEN

TO SEAT

GLUE PILOT

GLOVES, SHOES, OXYGEN
HOSE—BLACK

24

SEAT ASSEMBLY

FRONT
NIBS

DOWNWARD EJECTION HATCH

25

GUIDE SEAT
UNIT INTO BOTTOM
OF AIRCRAFTY

Paint pilot as shown. When the paint
has dried cement the pilot to the seat.

Glue the seat assembly to the downward ejection
hatch. The front edge of the seat assembly should
rest against the front nibs on the ejection hatch

Guide seat assembly up into bottom of the model. You can either
glue it in place or leave it wedged in place. Pressing the top of
the pilot’'s head down will then cause the seat to eject.

os shown.

CANOPY 27 28 "T" MARKED AT TOP 29 HAND-
OPEN POSITION : OF LADDER RAILS
SHOWN. CAN LADDER

ALSO BE

CLOSED

CUT THESE END
BARS AWAY

PAINT WHEELS
BLACK

LEGS .

NOTCHES

Attach the canopy to the notches in the fuselage side.
Canopy can be either open or closed.

Cut the end bars away
from the ladder.

Glue legs to ladder as shown.
Note the small *'T"'s marked on
one end of ladder. These ''T''s
show which end of the ladder
is the top.

Glue the handrails to the ladder
assembly as shown.

PLATFORM

31

PAINT BLACK \

PAINT STANDING
PILOT AS SHOWN IN
STEP 23 EXCEPT
FACE AND HANDS

ARE FLESH COLOR

Glue platform into place

as indicated. Paint the
platform black and the
remainder of the ladder
yellow.

=
Paint standing pilot as shown for sitting pilot in Step 23.

—= I

This photo shows your finished Starfighter poised for action. Placing
the standing pilot near the model gives a reference of the size of

the real aircroft.
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