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This mark denotes numbers for Tamiya Paint colors.

TS-5 @A'—7KZ7 /Olive drab / Braun-Oliv / Vert olive

X-1 @ 73wv% /Black / Schwarz / Noir

X-7 @LvE /Red/Rot/Rouge

X-10 @4>XA%)l / Gun metal / Metall-Grau / Gris acier

X-11 @~70—LJL/N— / Chrome silver / Chrom-
Silber / Aluminium chromé

X-12 @ I—JLKYU—7 / Gold leaf / Gold Glanzend / Doré

X-18 @t=J/0X7Zv% / Semi gloss black /
Seidenglanz Schwarz / Noir satiné

X-27 @2Yv—Lwk /Clearred /Klar-Rot / Rouge translucide

XF-1 @73vh75v7 | Flat black / Matt Schwarz / Noir mat

XF-2 @73vhkik 71k / Flat white / Matt WeiB / Blanc mat

XF-7 @73>wkLwk /Flat red / Matt Rot / Rouge mat

XF-10 @ 7>v~75> / Flat brown / Matt Braun / Brun mat

XF-15 @ 7> vh7Lwa / Flat flesh / Fleischfarben
Matt / Chair mate

XF-49 @ 1—= / Khaki / Khaki / Kaki
XF-51 @ h—+K>7 / Khaki drab / Braun-Khaki / Vert kaki
XF-52 @ 75whk7—RA [ Flat earth / Erdfarbe / Terre mate

XF-56 @ X%')vo 7L / Metallic grey / Grau-
Metallic / Gris métallisé

XF-58 @A')—7%"')—> | Olive green / Olivgriin / Vert olive foncé
XF-59 @ 71—~ IO~/ Desert yellow / Sandgelb / Jaune désert
XF-60 @%—%-1x0— / Dark yellow / Dunkelgelb / Jaune foncé
XF-62 @A#4')—7 <7 / Olive drab / Braun-Oliv / Vert olive
XF-64 @ LvyE7>7> [ Red brown / Rotbraun / Rouge brun
XF-66 @ > ~~/L- / Light grey / Hellgrau / Gris clair




Blackshaop (AW A0RH3)
Blackeheep (unknown)

DRY RUN (F708 RER A1)
DAY RUN {unknown)

NEW YORK (Wi AT 04SETH K1)
NEW YORK {unknown) (July 1945, Gormany)

WiMALRTH (1946538 K1 W)
Unknown (Murch 1845, Germany)
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I FASSHIFEMEPER (194593845 4) S e e Y
Independent 456th Ordnance Maintenance Company (Mer: 1945, Holland) X otur B LMY =7 Bl 7Y HEMNTEME LT ERNEBD L1
**It):s ehbild (§) war auf manchen US-Fahrzeugen wie abgebildet angebracht.

TS-5 (XF-62) X I£XF-58 decal (§) était visible sur certains véhicules américains comme montré,
TS-5 or XF-58

TS5 oder XF-58

TS5 ou XF-58

S EERE RS AT (SR 1 9504E4K)
Japanese Ground Self Defense Force Weapons School's (Ibaraki Prefecture, Tsuchiura)
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RU“eY How to use pulley (example) %
P° ﬁ Einsatz der Umlenkrolle (Beispiel)
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Tow cable e
Zugseil =
Cable de remorquage ‘ I @ S14
' ' XF-56
S1 15cmic f}J >k
String (16cm) 1 R A3(x1), A7(x1), A9(x1), A11(x1), A12(x1)
Bindfaden (15cm) Not used. H13(x2), H16(x1), H17(x1), H19(x1), H22(x1), H26(x1), H27(x1), H35(x1)
o4 Corde (15cm) Nicht verwenden. S7(x2), S19(x2), KU % 1 v Z(1)\x2 / %x2)
0 XF-56 Non utilisé.
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The Allied Liberation of Europe began on the June 6th, 1944, on the beaches of
Normandy, and lasted until Germany's surrender on May 9th, 1945, The Sherman
tanks of the U.S. Army began their steady advance into the European mainland,
wrenching Europe piece-by-piece from the clutches of Germany. However, the
massive tanks of the Wehrmacht such as Tiger and Panther would prove overpow-
ering against the agile, yet considerably smaller Shermans. One of the major fac-
tors that allowed the Allies' advance to continue despite this disparity in power was
the quick recovery and repair of battle damaged tanks. That is where the M26 Arm-
ored Tank Recovery Vehicles and their brave crews came in.
The U.S. Army started developing large size towing vehicles in 1941, influenced by
= the British experiences
M26A1 k2525 — ;
M26A1 TRACTOR TRUCK in the. North African
<rfing Campaign. In that mech-
anized desert war, the
recovery of damaged or
inoperative tanks often
made the difference be-
tween victory or defeat.
Aware of that impor-
tance, the U.S. Army
placed great weight on
the development and
deployment of a tank
transport vehicle. The
production request was
sent out and several
large vehicle manufac-
tures, including Fruehauf

0700 ©2000 TAMIYA

Trailer brought out prototypes. But in the end, Knuckey Truck Company’s 6x6 trac-
tor for quarry/mine use would be selected as the base. However, because the small
company could not meet the huge production demands of the U.S. Army, the
Washington rail car maker, Pacific Car and Foundry, was given the task, and made
several modifications to the design to facilitate mass production. The new vehicle
was officially designated the M26 Armored Tank Recovery Vehicle in April 1943,
and mass production began. The M26 was used with Freuhalf’s M15 semi-trailer as
the 40-ton M25, also known as the “Dragon Wagon”, but the M26 tractor was also
extensively used on its own. The M26 was frequently loaded with welding equip-
ment, vices, and other necessary tools for emergency tank repairs on the front
lines of battle. The powerplant of the M26 was a 240hp, 6-cylinder Hall-Scott 440
engine, which transferred power to the rear wheels via a chain drive. The armored
cab could fit a crew of seven, and was armed with a ring-mounted M2 heavy ma-
chine gun. The M26 was also equipped with a 35,000 (about 15.9 ton) winch on the
front, two 60,000 pound (about 27 ton) winches on the rear, and an adjustable sup-
port arm for recovery and towing operations called the “A-arm”.
The M26 first saw action on the Italian Front of 1943, and was later extensively
used in the inland advancement of the Allies following the Invasion at Normandy.
In all kKinds of weather, in the middle of the night, or under a barrage of enemy fire,
the repair crews continually fulfilled their duty to recover and repair damaged tanks.
Furthermore, since a high accident risk and fear of enemy ambush was involved in
towing tanks back to the repair yards, the crews strove to do as many on-site re-
pairs as possible. After the production of the 735th M26 vehicle, due to the burden
of the 19ton chassis on the front wheels, the M26A1 Tractor Truck was developed.
It was mechanically the same as the M26, but incorporated a lightweight canvas
covered tubular framework and pressed steel cab instead of the armored cab.
After the war, most of the M26 tractor trucks were left behind in Europe, some of
which were put to use by the French Army.
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