Not to be discouraged however, the Government ordered 75 DH-100 Mk.6 'Vampires' at the
end of 1948. These aircraft were to be built by de Havilland, while a further batch of 100
Vampires were to be built under license in Switzerland.

Deliveries from Hatfield started on May 5" 1949. The aircraft were flown to Switzerland by de
Havilland company pilots and in particular by John Cunningham, who at that time, was the
company’s chief pilot. For the delivery flights, small British registrations were painted next to
the Swiss serial numbers which could quickly be removed in Switzerland. The aircraft were
painted according to Swiss specifications and already carried service markings in French and
German.

‘Operation Snowball’ took place on February 8 1950. John Cunningham carried a pair of skis
attached on top of the tail booms. For the delivery flight, J-1048 had the title ‘Operation
Snowball’ painted on the engine cowling. A total of 75 DH-100 Mk.6 Vampires were flown into
Switzerland serialled J-1005 — J-1079.

In the meantime, the manufacturing lines for the license built DH-100's were being set up in
Emmen, Altenrhein and Buochs. 100 Vampires (J-1101 to J-1200) were delivered to the Swiss
Air Force between 1951 and 1953. The Goblin Engines were however still built in the UK and
most of them were flown in by Swiss Ju-52s.

In 1953, F+W Emmen (in co-operation with de Havilland) built 3 DH-115 Mk.11 Vampire
Trainers (U-1001 — U-1003). Three years later, an additional batch of 7 Vampire trainers (U-
1004 — U1010) were produced and on this occasion the Mk.55s were equipped with Martin
Baker Mk3 ejection seats. In 1957 however, these aircraft were re-serialled U-1201 — U-1210.
By 1967, a total of 39 DH-115 Mk.55 were being flown by the Air Force, the last 9 of them
being surplus RAF aircraft.

Additionally, a single DH-113 NF (night fighter) Mk.10 (U-1301) was purchased in 1958 by the
KTA for trials and as a test bed for equipment used in the DH-112 Venom project. This aircraft
was not modified with ejection seats and was therefore liquidated in 1961. An attractive ‘Wasp’
paint scheme adorned this aircraft.

During 1960, all Vampires were modified and received Martin Baker Mk.3 ejection seats, thus
requiring extensive modification of the cockpit rear bulkhead. Also in 1960, three additional
Vampires were built from spare parts (J-1080 — J-1082).

John Cunnigham (left) at the Vampire
farewell on June 12th 1990

Robert Schneider
Mdillheim, May 2009

www.mc-one.ch info@mc-one.ch
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De Havilland

DH-100 Mk 6 ‘Vampire’
DH-115 MK 55 “Vampire Trainer’

The jet age dawned for Switzerland
in the summer of 1946. For test
and evaluation purposes, the KTA
(Weapons Procurement Agency)
ordered 3 DH-100 Mk.1 'Vampires'
from de Havilland in England. J-
1001 was handed over at the de
Havilland plant in Hatfield on July
27th 1946. The service life of this
aircraft was relatively short and
ended only 7 days later when it was
written off during a take off
accident.

MC48006 - © Matterhorn Circle May 2009



MC48006 / MC72006 - (©) Matterhorn Circle May 2009

{TOURN
=

S
DAt
$% BRISER LE TOIT EN GAS DE SAUVETAGE

/ @ BEI RETTUNG DACH HIER AUFBRECHEN

(&)

dayglo orange

—
—

"
o
awoun S¥

4
— _

NE PAS POUSSER
NICHT STOSSEN

unpainted
leading edges

NI¥0084NY
13WA3HD

DH built early style

NIH0OBINY
13ATHO

VIS POUR LASSURANCE
DU BOULON D'AILE

Slawvaao T~

N300IV

SCHRAUBE FOR
FLOGELBOLZENSICHERUNG

ENTEISERFLOSSIGKE!
609956

S --

QUAND LE COUVERGLE EST FIXE,
LE TROU DU GUIDE DOIT ETRE VISIBLE
BEI GESCHLOSSENEM DECKEL MUSS DAS
LOCH M FUHRUNGSSTIFT SICHTBAR SEIN
e
t G ouRN

—

Conet

5
57

BRISER LE TOIT EN CAS DE SAUVETAGE S 'SEPARATEUR D'EAU POUR CORRECT. - ALTI

BEI RETTUNG DACH HIER AUFBRECHEN §(s WASSERABSCHEIDER FUR HOHENREGLER

ve J-1081 standard Swiss v
roundels - no white outline

AuTOMATIC / @ O
53
indicates ejection seat N
modification - both sides g% In1977,J-1081 & J-1107 :
S0 . " £
5 were painted with yellow and black 5%
| Vis pouR LAssuRANCE . . ig
1 o0 B0ULON DALE stripes, later with orange and black 5%
1 SCHRAUBE FOR .
@ FLUGELBOLZENSICHERUNG 5trlpes_
Originally, Vampires were not equiped with
ejections seats. These modifications
ook place during 1960
J-1157 - Maintenance Base Sion
Badge on both sides
o
o,
o
.
L]
;@
S
J-1101 -December 12th 19864  J-1156 - December 12th 1964 J-1128 - Vampire farewell 2] N
Zo 32 af
Last Flight of Major Jean R. Lanz Last Flight of Oblt Hans Wiederkehr 1990 - Emmen @2 §§ Y
SF 38 93
s /= T iR 35 22
©) below 5 & == J S
w 3 = of
canopy & g *
| Py £ £ 8 @
|| Q) weres warcren seyo —
Ha B2 23
| BEZUGSLINIE RIPPE 10 R PN
I 3 8 2ER|oR
I & i gol g
[ ;o =, .2
! - =5 =9
S -
sr ok 2% A 8, B2B &
o 238 B = A
cg)g % NE PAS MARCHER @fégé §§§ \Eg :
777777 ] NICHT BETRETEN au égg @ ﬁ :
" o L |
om0l gz %
| | o 1 ®
/ S2
sezvosinE reres | &
SEULEVENTETTRE LES CARTOUGHES DE 4
oemaRRAGE QuAD LaprisenesTrseneL | L (D) [ @ 2
STARTPATRONEN NUR BEI AUSGE- =
NN KONTHTSTEGKER ENSETZEN gl |
&z %
_— O <y
NITI040Y B4V HNZ S18 N 4 P
gl= 2 .
Snoswne nosnt & i early .°
HITIWIY INIWINIS Pétrole ﬁiﬁf
Flugpetrol

p
DA

1318N3S
MO Y 113

late
BRISER LE TOIT EN CAS DE SAUVETAGE
BEI RETTUNG DACH HIER AUFBRECHEN

Flugpetrol
Pétrole Petrolio

______ _ ( @

......... i 1 < TOURNER

Gyl
- u3HOUVH Sva N & o
5 REMPLIR A 5 ClM DU BORD DE LA PIPE REMPL 3
22 FOLLEN BIS 5 CM UNTER AUFFULLSTUTZEN G
3]
g NaLTHLIE LHON
25
28
22 & el
b = Fugpetrl
& K
s H
Zo
8%
B

NE PAS POUSSER
+ NICHT STOSSEN
fuoe Fugpetrol
(el et Peolo

Na¥00RANY
131¥A3HD

01 sa SO w5
B | @ s
! ‘QUAND LE COUVERGLE EST FIXE. DU BOULON DAILE ss
@ [ 1 LE TROU DU GUIDE DOIT ETRE VISIBLE oHRAUSE FOR 2E
B 09 i ccvcrosioum ocoxeLwoss ovs I i S SR
@ 3% COGH 1 FURRUNGSSTIFT SICHTBAR SEIN @ \
(0 vaisussason g: R |




MC48006 / MC72006 - (OMatterhorn Circle May 2009

FILAPLOME
SENKBLE|

NISSOLS LHOIN
¥3SSN0d SVa 3N

NE PAS POUSSER
NICHT STOSSEN

|
|

®

S TOURNER

0=
& TS o
A

BRISER LE TOIT EN CAS DE SAUVETAGE
BEI RETTUNG DACH HIER AUFBRECHEN

N300IV
13WA3HD

€)
s o s
LE TROU DU GUIDE DOIT ETRE VISIBLE.
T
IS ey

a

Na¥008ANY
13¥A3HO

®

< TOURKER
BRISER LE TOIT EN CAS DE SAUVETAGE @““/ o
& oo
BEI RETTUNG DACH HIER AUFBRECHEN /og&
LOGEMENT SUPPLEMENTAIRE vi

POUR EFFETS JUSQU'A 10 KG.

ZUSATZLICHER EFFEKTENRAUM
BIS MAX. 10KG

AUFBOCKEN

CHEVALET

VIS POUR L'ASSURANCE
DU BOULON D'AILE.

SCHRAUBE FUR
@ FLUGELBOLZENSICHERUNG
I

S TOURNER
S

BRISER LE TOIT EN CAS DE SAUVETAGE
BEI RETTUNG DACH HIER AUFBRECHEN

LOGEMENT SUPPLEMENTAIRE
OUR EFFETS JUSQU'A 10 K

ZUSATZLICHER EFFEKTENRAUM
BIS MAX. 10KG

CHEVALET

AUFBOCKE?

FLOGELBOLZENSICHERUNG

®

@ BRISER LE TOIT EN CAS DE SAUVETAGE

BEI RETTUNG DACH HIER AUFBRECHEN

LOGEMENT SUPPLEMENTAIRE
POUR EFFETS JUSQU'A 10 KG.

ZUSATZLICHER EFFEKTENRAUM
1S MAX. 10KG

FLOGELBOLZENSICHERUNG

o CHEVALET
AUFBOCKEN

NGHT BETRETEN @
NE PAS MARCHER @

s
e 27
oo &5
P
g3
] @
&5
e §8
oo g

"
N3 3dId V130 GHOB NA WO S VUMY 0o pe e @

— ®

SEULMENT REMPLIR
JUSQU’ A LA MARQUE

NUR BIS ZUR MARKE AUFFOLLEN

S [
e

TON3 SYd LSIN 314 V] ONVIND 30VaviNaa
50'S3HONOLHYO S RLLFN INFWI IS

i von ()
womansn (©)

a

on
oy
50 w3t

(20

noepela

i ()
womsnen (9)

VIS POUR L'ASSURANCE

scH
FLUGELBOLZENSICHERUNG

LIGNE DE CONTROLE NERVURE 10
BEZUGSLINIE RIPPE 10

LIGNE DE CONTROLE NERVURE 3

unpainted
leading edges

o
0L 3UNAUIN F10HINOD 30 3NO1

DU BOULON DIAILE.
CHRAUBE FUR

dayglo orange

CHEVALET
"AUFBOCKEN

&

CHEVALET
AUFBOCKEN

CHEVALET
AUFBOCKEN

dayglo orange

£ DU DIEDRE
LIGNE DE CONTROLI
BEZUGSLINIE V-STELLUNG

BEZUGSLINIE RIPPE 3

| 34 3INI1SONZ3E

dayglo orange

CHEVALET
AUFBOCKEN

CHEVALET
AUFBOCKEN

CHEVALET
AUFBOCKEN

CHEVALET
AUFBOCKEN

€ 3ddid IINNSONZ3E
£ INAYIN TTOHINGO 30 NS

LIGNE DE CONTROLE bU piEDRE
BEZUGSLINIE V-STELLUNG

@

LOGEMENT SUPPLEMENTAIRE
POUR EFFETS JUSQU'A 10 KG.

ZUSATZLICHER EFFEKTENRAUM
BIS MAX. 10KG

U-1212 - this scheme was
applied for the movie “Les
Chevaliers du ciel” in 19867

NE PAS POUSSER
NICHT STOSSEN

U-1202 - one of the AS-11

guided missiles training aircraft

NE PAS POUSSER
NICHT STOSSEN

U-1215 - as displayed
at the Farnbourough
Air Sow in 2002

- badges were applied
on both sides

NE PAS POUSSER
NIGHT STOSSEN

LIGNE DE CONTROLE NERVURE 10
BEZUGSLINIE RIPPE 10

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
£
i

ONNT13L51 3INITsoNZ3g
340310 10 31081N05 20 3NN

Blue-grey 602 376

Blue-green 602 379

Silver

Dayglo
Orange

NICHT BETRETEN

rere +
(Pispernl it e

0 wonrsermeren ® ®

LIGNE DE CONTROLE NERVURE 3

BEZUGSLINIE RIPPE 3

‘SEULEMENT METTRE LES CARTOUCHES DE
DEMARRAGE QUAND LA PRISE NEST PAS ENCL.
STARTPATRONEN NUR BEI AUSGE-

'ZOGENEM KONTAKTSTECKER EINSETZEN 4

NITINZ4NY BRIV ¥NZ S1E BNV

3n0UYI YTV noSAr
HANE INFWINIS

© 3daly ANNSONZ3E
£ 3NAN3N TT0KINOD 30 3NOI

sonzad
oNnTTALSA NN
340910 NA F10HINOD 30 IO

01 3ddd FINTSONZIE.
01 3UNA¥IN 310HLNOD 30 3NOIT

/ dayglo orange @

0—
HIHOUVH SV N cewpLIR A 5 CM DU BORD DE LA PIPE REMPL
FOLLEN BIS 5 CM UNTER AUFFOLLSTUTZEN

N3L3W138 1HOIN

©
O

z pivoke
iz Flgpetl
32
oL
22
£
uf
e

petle
Fugpetol / \

©) swowmsvan
[T R

NE PAS POUSSER
NICHT STOSSEN

12184N3S
8ROV 114



MC48006 / MC72006 - @Matﬁerhorn Circle May 2009

General notes:

Vampire fuselages were built from plywood, and painted silver. The wings, tail booms and control surfaces were made of
aluminum. They were kept very clean. The cockpit was black.

Swiss Vampires were not colorful and did not carry squadron badges. However, there were various camouflage trials (black
birds) and quite a number served in latter years as target towing aircraft, featuring an eye-catching orange/black livery. There
were some changes during the near 40 years of service life. The no step areas markings changed to a dashed style. Ejection
seats were fitted during 1960 and therefore the red warning triangles were applied — also their style changed. Very early, the
dayglo orange high visibility markings were applied on the outside of the tail booms and the speed brakes.

In 1977, J- 1081 & J-1107 were used for trials with high visibility markings as target towing aircraft — at that time they still had
the original nose. The dayglo yellow / black stripes did not serve the purpose and both aircraft were repainted with dayglo
orange stripes. The Swiss nationality roundels on the wings received a white outline. Also, the Pinocchio noses installed on the
Venoms were also fitted to the Vampire. The larger noses were necessary to house the new IFF transponders.

Towards the end of its service life, some big badges were painted on Vampires; several are depicted on this decal sheet. And
then... there were the few days of the sharks...

This decal sheets features enough markings and data to build two complete aircraft. I suggest using the white roundels supplied
underneath the Swiss roundels for the target towing aircraft in case the opacity of the white is not strong enough.

These decals are printed on an Alps printer onto a continuous decal film. It is recommended that you cut out each decal before
placing it into lukewarm water for a few seconds. As the paint is printed on top of the decal film, it is prone to scratches. For
protection, the decal sheet is sealed with a thin coat of Johnsons Future acrylic lacquer. The decals react well to softening
agents like Micro Sol or Micro Set, but any contact with thinners will be fatal!

My gratitude for support goes again to the Swiss Air Force Museum in Diibendorf as well as to various friends who supplied loads
of information.

J-1048 ‘Operation Snowball’
February &th 1950 - delivery
flight from Hatfield to Emmen
piloted by John Cunningham
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Resin Pinocchio Noses and underwing fuel tanks
in 1/48 & 1/72 scale can be obtained from:

Michel Bérard

Av. Grand Champsec 9
CH-1950 Sion
Switzerland

michel.berard@netplus.ch




