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Morane-Saulnier MS-406C.1
“Red & Yellow Stripes”

@ Armée de 'l Air in 1934 excerpt a competition on single seat fighter capable of reaching 450 Kph and armed with 1 -2 20
mm cannons. The competition winner was the Morane Saulnier MS 405C.1. Only 16 were produced and the production was
then converted to modified version MS 406C. 1. It was powered by H-S 12Y.31 engine and the armament consisted of cannon
firing through the hollow engine’s shaft and two wing mounted machine guns. At the outbreak of the war the MS 406C.1 was
French most numerous type. It was more powerful than German Bf 109D but fell short to Bf 109E version. MS 406C.1 units
were located in notonly in France but also in Northern Africa and French Indochina. French fighter pilots used MS 406C.1 from
the beginning till the defeat of the France. Together with them also fought Czechoslovakian and Polish fighter pilots. Further
Moranes were used by Armée de 'l Air de | Armistice. The Free French Air Force also used several of them. MS 406C.1 was
further sold to Turkey, Finland and Switzerland. When the France was occupied the German, Italian and Croatian Air Forces
also included them as war prizes. Further machines Germany sold to Finland. By Installing the Russian war prized engines VK
105P and marking the type to Mérké Morane modified part of them. Switzerland still produced license built MS 406C.1 and
further developed them. Even in 1939 the French Air Force HQ realized that the most common French fighter MS-406C.1 lacks
the performance to outperform the German fighters Then Morane Saulnier Company offered modification of the already
produced machines that should boost their performances. The modification was partially taken from the MS-406 produced for
Switzerland. The new version was designated MS-410C.1. The modifications comprised new, fixed radiator, new exhausts,
bullet proof windshield, Chavier propeller, four wing mounted machineguns instead of the two, moreover this time belt fed.
Despite these modifications made MS-406C. 1 far better machine that the previous MS-406C the production and assembly of
the conversion sets in the warring France was slow that only few dozen of machines were converted till the Armistice.
Moreover, not all of them received all components. Eventually, Finland prospered from the French modifications. Finland
bought the seized MS-410C.1s from Germany and deployed them in the Continuation War against Soviet Union. They helped
toliberate the territories seized by Soviets during the Winter War.

Wingspan: 10,61 m, Length: 8,15 m, Max speed at 5000 m: 486 Kph, Flight radius: 1000 Km, Service Ceiling: 9850 m,
Armament: 1x 20 mm HS 404 (former HS 9) cannon, 2x 7,5 mm MAC 1934 machine gun.

@ V roce 1934 vypsalo Francouzské Armée de ‘| Air sout&Z o jednomistny stihaé s rychlosti 450 km/h a vyzbroji jednim az
dvéma kanény raze 20 mm. Vitézem soutéze se stal letoun Morane Saulnier MS-405C 1. Vyrobeno bylo, ale jen 16 kusu této
verze a vyroba pfesla na upravenou verzi MS- 406C.1. Tu pohanél motor H-S 12Y.31 a vyzbroj tvorfil kanon v ose vrtule a dva
kulomety v kfidle. Vyrobeno bylo 1064 kust, véetn& exportnich. Na zagatku valky byly MS-406C.1 nejpodetnéj§im stihacim
typem, ktery méla Francie k dispozici. Vykonové pfevySoval némecké Bf 109D, ale zaostaval za nejmoderné;si verzi Bf 109E.
Jednotky létajici na MS-406 C.1 byly dislokovany nejen na tizemi Francie, ale i v severni Africe a v Indo&iné. Na MS-406C.1
bojovali francouzsti stihaci od zagatku valky az do porazky Francie. Spolu s nimi i eskoslovénéti a polsti letci. Morany byly
dale pouzivany letectvem Armée de’l Armistice. Nékolik jich pouzivalo i letectvo Svobodnych Francouzi. Dale se MS-406C.1
dostal koupi do vyzbroje Turecka., Finska a Svycarska. Diky okupaci Francie se ukofisténé stroje dostaly do vyzbroje
Némecka, Italie a Chorvatska. Dal3i stroje od Némecka koupilo Finsko. Ve Finsku byla ¢ast MS-406C.1 upravena zastavbou
sovétskych motor(t VK 105P na typ Mérké Morane. Svycarsko stavélo MS-406C.1 i v licenci a dale je vyvijelo. Veleni
francouzského letectva si jiZ v roce 1939 uvédomovalo, Ze nejrozsitendjsi francouzska stihadka MS-406C.1 nestaci vykonové
na nové verze némeckych stihacek. Firma Morane Saulnier proto nabidla modernizaci jiz vyrobenych strojl, ktera méla zajistit
zlepeni vykonu. Castegné vysla z fesent, které uplatnila u verze MS-406 pro Svycarsko. Nova verze dostala oznageni MS-
410C.1. Kompletni tipravy zahrnovaly montaz pevného chiadige, novych vyfuki, pancéiového stitku kabiny, vrtule Chaviere a
Ctyf kulometl misto dvou umisténych v kiidle, navic s pAsovym podavanim naboji. Bohuzel i pfes to, Ze veskeré Upravy délaly
z MS-410C.1 podstatné lepsi stroj nez byl pivodni MS-406C, tak vyroba a montaZ konverznich sad ve valéici Francii
postupovala tak pomalu, Ze do kapitulace bylo pfestavéno jen nékolik desitek strojii a navic ne u vaech byly provedeny
vSechny Upravy. Atak nakonec mélo z francouzskych uprav uZitek finské letectvo. To koupilo kofistni MS-410C.1 od Némecka
anasadilo v Pokragovaci vélce pfi osvobozovani izemi, které obsadil Sovétsky Svaz v Zimni valce.

Rozpéti:10,61 m, délka: 8,15 m, maximalni rychlost v 5000 m: 486 km/h, dostup: 9850 m, Vyzbroj (Fr): 1x kanon HS 404
(pivodné HS 9) raZe 20 mm, 2x MAC 1934 raze 7,5 mm (MS 410C.1 - 4x 7,5 MAC)
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A114 Morane-Saulnier MS-406 “Red & Yellow Stripes”
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A114 Morane-Saulnier MS-406 “Red & Yellow Stripes”
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Camo A machine was
equipped with Ratier propeller.
Camo B, C, D hil were equipped with Chauviere propeller
Letoun kamuflaze A mél namontovanu vrtuli Ratier .

V 2X A 21 Q (% Letouny kamuflazi B, C, D mély namontovanu vrtuli Chauviere.
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Morane Saulnier MS 406C.1 No 1059 / SR-41, Cenire denfrainement au  Morane Saulnier MS 406C.1 No 1059 / SR-41, Cenfre denfrainement au
pilotage de | Aéronautique (Stfedisko pokracovacino piiotniho woviku  pilotage de I Aéronautique [French Navy continuation pilots' fraining facility),
francouzského ndmorniciva), zakiadna Fréjus-St. Rophodl. 18, Gervna 1942 Fréjus-St. Raphaél naval base. On June 18, 1942 Lt. Gleize flew his first solo
na fornito strofi zalé prvni sélo na MS-406 Lt. Gleize. flight in MS-406.
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Morane Saulnier MS 406C.1 No 341 (N-7597). pilot Lt Maurice Hutter,
escadrille 2/596, Tong, Francouzska indo&ing, 1942,

Morane Saulnier MS 406C.1 No 341 [N-7597), pilot Lt. Maurice Hutfer,
escadrile 2/596, Tong. Frenchindo-China, 1942,
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Morane Sauinier MS 406C. 1 No842, (L-871). piiot sgi. Laurant, Groupe aérien  Morane Saulnier MS 406C. 1 No842, {L-871). pilot Sgt. Laurant, Groupe aérien
Morane Sauinier MS 406C.1 No 306 pifot S/Lt. Mézy, escadrilie 2/596, Dong  Morane Sauinier MS 406C.1 No 306 pilot S/Lt. Mézy, escaarille 2/596, Dong mixte, Diego-Arrachart, Madagaskar. 7. kvéing 1942, se sgi. Lauranfem v mixte, Diego-Arracharf, Madagascar. On May 7, 1942 was Sgt. Laurant's
Hene, Francouzska indocina, 1940. Hene, French indo-China, 1940. COckpitu, byl tenfo siroj zasazen v soubojis Grummany Mortiet No.881 Sq. FAA - machine hif in @ clash with Grumman Martiefs from FAA No. 881 Squadron

amusel nouzove pristat. Sgt.Laurant (podle jinych podkiaad Lt. Lourant) wyvdz!  and he was forced to belly land. Sgt. Laurant (according fo other sources Lt,

bez zronénl. Marflety 2qjiifovaly vzausnou ochranu wiodujicim se britskym Laurant) escoped unharmed. Martlefs provided aerial support for the landing
Brifish Expedition Forces.
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