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The AU-1 was developed after the outbreak of the Korean
War in response to urgent U.S. Marine Corps (USMC)
needs for an aircraft to provide effective close air support
for its ground forces. The design was referred to as the
F4U-6 in its nascency (developed, as it was, from the F4U
Corsair), with the designation later changed to AU-1. The
type was designed for maximum external ordnance load-
out, and the main wings were each fitted with no less than
five outer wing weapons pylons of new design which were
capable of holding ten HVARs (High Velocity Aerial
Rocket) or 250lb bombs or six 500lb bombs (loaded on
every other pylon, three to a wing due to max bomb load
limitations). Inner wing pylons were beefed up to a 2,0001b
capability, giving the AU-1 a maximum ordnance load-out

of 5,0000bs. Additional modifications were carried out to
protect the aircraft from ground fire, including relocating
the oil cooler inside the front area of the fuselage, as well as
fitting armor to the engine, fuel tanks and cockpit areas. A
total of 111 of these aircraft were produced from February
to October 1952, with all planes supplied to the USMC,
where they performed well in the close air support role.

(Data AU-1) Crew: one; wingspan: 12.49m; length:
10.52m; height: 4.50m: weight, fully loaded: 5,852kg;
maximum takeoff weight: 8,799kg: engine: Pratt &
Whitney R-2800-83W (A) radial rated at 2.300HP at take-
off; top speed: 705km/h (at 2,896m); fixed armament:

20mm cannon x 4
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