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HiStOI’V | [A EE{T@E IJA 28cm Howitzer Russo-Japanese war

The Japanese 280mm howitzers were copied from ltaly. The Osaka Artillery Factory made a trial production of the 280mm
howitzers in 1884 (Meiji 17), and in 1886 (Meiji 19) they were test fired at Nobuta Mountain in Osaka Prefecture with very
good results. The Krupp Company alsc made a 28-percent mortar modeled after the same gun and sold it to the Russians
(about 10 of them in the Russo-Japanese War). Both guns had the same general elements and were rear-loaded, using a
boom to raise the shells and charge packs to a horizontal height and pressing the shells into the chamber by hand, making
the firing speed much higher. The biggest difference between the two guns was that the Japanese 280mm howitzer had a
left-handed rifling, while the Krupp-made one was the opposite. This gun proved decisive in both the Japanese capture of
Hill 203 and the destruction of Russian ships in the harbor. Subsequently, the 280mm gun team was assigned to the Fourth
Army and participated in the Battle of Fengtian.
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