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The early combat deployments of the Type 97 carrier attack bombers were all conducted on the Chinese battlefield for ground support missions. The improved Model 3 first saw combat during the
1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, where the Japanese aircraft carriers launched a total of 143 Type 97 Model 3s (103 with bombs, 40 with torpedoes), hitting the moored U.S. fleet with 36 torpedoes (23
according to U.S. records). The Japanese lost 5 Type 97s in this battle.

Thereafter, during the Malayan Campaign, the Type 97s took on some ground support tasks. In the Battle of the Coral Sea, the Japanese deployed 76 Type 97s on three carriers (Shokaku, Zuikaku,
Shoho). Excluding the 12 lost when Shoho was sunk at the start of the conflict, the remaining 64 launched an attack on the U.S, fleet, successfully hitting the aircraft carrier USS Lexington (CV-2)
with 2 torpedoes, forcing it to sink due to severe damage. However, this battle saw the loss of 10 Type 97s, and all three carriers were either heavily damaged or sunk, with most of their aircraft lost.

At the Battle of Midway, the Japanese main fleet carried 93 Type 97s, some of which participated in the air raid on Midway Island. After the Japanese carriers were sunk, the 10 Type 97s from the
carrier Hiryu launched an air raid on the USS Yorktown, hitting it with 2 torpedoes and causing severe damage and a list. However, all carrier-based aircraft were lost in this campaign. During the
Battle of Guadalcanal, aside from the fight for air supremacy, attack planes also undertook heavy ground support tasks. More than 70 Type 97s were equipped, but by the time the Japanese withdrew,
not a single one was able to fly normally.

After 1944, the role of the Type 97s was gradually replaced by the Tenzan carrier attack planes, but since the Tenzan was too heavy to operate from smaller carriers, 18 Type 97s were still deployed
on Japanese light carriers. Besides kamikaze missions, the Type 97s were additionally equipped with magnetic anomaly detectors for escorting sea supply lines. From 1937-38, the Type 97s, with the
First Air Fleet (carriers Akagi and Kaga) and the Second Air Fleet (carriers Soryu and Hiryu), participated in the war against China. Due to the shallow waters of Pearl Harbor, the Type 97s lowered
their attack altitude to 20 meters during torpedo runs; horizontal bombing was also conducted in groups of five using 800 kg (16-inch) armor-piercing shells as bombs. In the Pearl Harbor operation
of December 1941, the first wave of 89 Type 97s, with 49 carrying bombs for horizontal bombing and 40 carrying torpedoes for torpedo attacks, resulted in 5 torpedo bombers not returning. The
second wave consisted of 54 horizontal bombers, all of which returned. The Type 97's shallow-water torpedoes and armor-piercing bombs inflicted devastating damage on the Pacific Fleet, with the
explosion on the USS Arizona caused by an armor-piercing shell detonating within. The commander of the battlefield, Mitsuo Fuchida's Type 97, was the first to enter Pearl Harbor and the last to
leave. Subsequently, the First, Second, and Fifth Air Fleets' Type 99 bombers and Type 97 attack bombers, with the coordination of the Zero fighters, dominated the Pacific for six months, targeting
places like Rabaul and Darwin. This included sinking the British aircraft carrier HMS Hermes in the Indian Ocean in April 1942 and the American aircraft carrier USS Lexington in May at the Coral Sea,

In the Battle of Midway in June 1942, Japanese commander Chuichi Nagumo wavered between equipping the Type 97s with bombs for attacking the airfield or torpedoes for striking ships, a hesitation
that contributed to Japan's defeat at Midway. The subsequent battles at Guadalcanal, the Santa Cruz Islands, and others led to the loss of many Japanese pilots. With the emergence of new American
fighters, the Zero could no longer provide sufficient escort for the Type 97s, and American air defense capabilities were improving. By mid-1943, only a few Type 97s were able to penetrate defenses
and drop bombs. With no armor, the Type 97 was easily shot down by Allied forces, and by the end of 1944 to the beginning of 1945, the slower Type 97 had become obsolete. The Type 97s produced
later were mostly modified into kamikaze aircraft.
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