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The P-39 Airacobra was developed by the Bell Aireraft Corporation in Buffalo, New York in the late 30's. The first XP-3% protolype had ils maiden flight on April the 6ih,
1939 in Dayton, where il reached a maximum speed of 628km/h at 6100 m, climbing to thal height in only 5 minules. The XP-39 had a very good [Tight performance, and
specifically, good inanoeuvrability thanks its original concept of airframe, with its Alison V-1710-17 1150 HP supercharged engine located in its centre of gravity. This engine
location also gave the airerafl a long, slim nose well suited for installation of a powerfil weapon. The USAAF ordered a test series of 12 YP-39s on April the 27th, but before the
serics was [inished the project was significantly changed. Because of supercharger troubles, the original engine was replaced by a less powerful Alison V-1710-37 without
a supercharger, and just 109¢ HP. The YP-39 had an engine-axis Oldsimobile T-9 cal. 37mm cannon. two .50 calibre (12.7 mm} machine guns and two .30 calibre (7.62mm)
machine guns mounted in the nose. The pilot seat gol some armour, but the weight was increased to 3160 kg against 2820kg of the protoiype. Because of these changes the
maximum speed was decreased to 590 kn/h and ¢limb to 6 100in now took 7.5 minutes. Alshough the excellent prototype flight perfonmances were decreased, the Air force didn'l
loose interest and ordered 8C production P-39Cs. The first 20 of these were supplied as standard P-39Cs and the remaining 60 were finished as P-39Ds, with the lwo .30 calibre
(7.62mm) machine guns moved to the wings and two more .20 calibre (7.62mm) machine guns were added to the same location. The USAAF received its first P-39Ds in February
1941, and the next order for 344 P-39D's was placed at (his time.

The British RAF ordered 675 P-39's in April 1940. British Airacobra Mk.1's were produced in P-39D standard, but with the engine-axis canon replaced with a British Hispano
M| 20 cannon and the wing machine guns were replaced with 7.7mm Browning's. The first Airacobra Mk.I's were reccived in July 1941, but the RAF was disappointed, when
it was found thal they were not suitable for scrvice in the European war theatre. In October 194] four Mk.I's were tested by 601 Squadron in the ground attack role over occupied
France, Airacobras were withdrawn from service and 212 RAF Airacobra Mk.T's were send (o Soviet Unjon,

When the USA came into the war, the USAAF confiscated 179 Airacobras from the British order on the production line. They were re-designaied P-400, and served in the
Pacific. ALl P-400's have 12 exhaust pipes oneach side of the engine, and this was the major difference Trom the P-39D series. The nex1 block of aireraft, also with 12 exhausl pipes,
were 229 aircraft of the P-39F serics, and after them eame the P-39K serics (210 airerafl), P-39L (250 aircraft), P-39M (240 aircraft) and P-39N (2095 aireraft). All these four
series werc very similar, using various engines, propellers and other equipment. The final version was the P-390Q with an Allison V-1710-85 enginc {1420 HP), and Lhe main
differcnee was the installation of two .50 calibre (12.7 mm) machine guns in under-wing pods insiead ol'the four .3G calibre (7.62mm} wing mounted macbine guns in the older
series. Mostofthe 4905 Q series aircraft were sentto Soviel Union. Production was ceased in August 1944, after the final Airacobra, number 9558, was finished.

The USAAF cinployed Airacobras extensively until August 1944, when they were wilhdrawn [rom [ront line scrvice. The USAAF uscd the largest number of Airacobras,
2105 of all types, in February 1944, They served in the Pacific theatre, as well as in North Afriea and ltaly.

Intotal 4758 Airacobras were sent to Russia (actually 4924, but 166 aircraft were lost during transport) where they were very popular for their solid metal airframe and heavy
weapons. The French Air Force had 165 Airacobras, and P-39's also served with the Australian RA AF, the ltalian AF and the Portuguese AF. After the war a nuinber of Airacobras
were employed in civilian serviee and used forair races.

uvodem

P-39 Airacobra byl vyvinul spotecnosti Bell Aircrafi Corp. z Bulfala ve druhé poloviné ificétych lel. Protolyp XI'-39 absolvoval sviyj prvaf let 6.4.1939 v Daytonu, kde dosahl
maximalni rychlosti 628 kin/h ve vydce 6100m. Natuto vvsku vystoupal za pouhyeh 5 minut. XP-39 mél velmi dobré letové vlasinosti, inimo jiné i diky své originalni konstrukei,
kdy turbokompresorem vybaveny moetor Alison V-1710-17 o vykona 1150 k byl umistén v (£2i3t letounu, v trupu za kabinou. Tolo winisténi motoru také uvolnilo pFid® pro
inslalaci silné vyzbroje. 27.dubna USAF objednalo zkuebni sérii 12 YP-39, ale pred jejim dokonéenim byl projekl vyznammé upraven. Pro potiZe s turbokompresorem byl
plvodni motor nahrazen motorem Alison V-1710-37 bez lutbokompresoru, davajicim jen 1090 k. Mezi bloky vélcd byl naiuontovan kanon Oldsmobile T-9 raze 37mm, sitilejici
dutym hiidelem vrtule, do ptidé byly instalovany dva kulomety raze 12,7 mma dva raze 7.7 mm. Pilotovo sedadlo dosialo pancéfovéni, ale hmotnost vzrostla na 3160kg oproti
2820kg protolypu. Rychlost poklesla na 590 km/h a vystup na 8 100m nyni trval 7,5 minuty. PfestoZe vykony stroje pokiesly, USAAF neztratile z4jem a objednalo 80 produkénich
P-39C. Z nich bylo 20 dodéno skutecné jako P-39C, ¢bylych 60 pak bylo upraveno na standard verze D, se dvéma kulomety raZze 12,7 mm v piidi a éryimi kulomety rize
7.62 instalovanymi v kiidie. USAAF dostale sve prvni P-39D v inoru 194 a objednalo dasich 344 kusit. Britové objednali v dubnu 1940 675 Airacober. Byly dodany v ¢ervnu
194 1. Qdpovidaly verzi D upravené podle britskych poZzadavki, Karon Oldsmebile byl nahrazen kanonem Hispano M| riZe 20 mm, a kfideln{ kulomety byly britské Browning
raze 7,7 mm. RAF testovalo &tyfi Airacobry Mk,T v bojovych podminkdeh u 60] .squadrony v Hjnu 1941 (kde si je vyzkouieli i nckict] &s.piloti), ale byli zklamdni jejich vikeny.
Zbylych 212 Airacober Mk.I pak bylo poslano do Ruska a piedano sovétskému letectvu.

Po vstupu USA do valky, 179 britskych Airacober bylo konfiskovano na vyrohai lince. Stroje byly oznaceny P-400 a bojovaly vétdinouv Pacifiku. Vieehny P-400 mély
12 vifukovyeh narrubkil na kaZdé strang motory, eoZ je jejich hlavni rozlisovaci znak od P-39D.V dodavkach nasledoval blok 229 letadel verze P-39F, také 5 12 vyfukovymi
natruhky, po ném pak verze P-39K (2 10 letadel), P-39L (250 letadel), P-39M (240 letadel) a velky blok 2095 ieladel verze P-39N. Viechny tyto étyti série si byly velmi podobne,
pouZivaly rizné motory, vrtule a dalsi vybaveni. Posledni a nejroziifenéjii verzi byla verze P-39Q), vybavend motorcm Alison V-1710-83 o vykonu 1420 k. Jeji nejvatsim vn€)sim
rozdilem oproti pfedchozim verzim bylo nahrazeni ¢yt k¥{delnich kulometit dv&ma kulomely rdZe 12,7 mm, instalovanyeh v gondolkach pod kiidly. V&t§inaz 4905 P-39Q byla
dodidna do Sovélského svazu. Produkee byla ukonéena v srpnu 1944 po dokonéeni posledni, 9558, Airacobry.

USAAF pouzivalo Airacobry v prvni linii do srpna 1944, kdy byly stazenv z fronlové sluzby. Nejvice Airacober, celkem 2105 Jeladel viech verzi, mélo USAAF ve sluZbé
v inoru 1944, SlouZily v Pacifiku, v scverui Alriec, Ii&lii i na domacieh zikladnach.

Celkem 4758 (4924, ale 166 bylo ziraceno béhem prepravy) Airacober bylo doddno Sovétskému svazu. V sovétském letectvu byly Airaeobry velmi populami pro jejieh robustni
konstrukcia silnou vyzbroj. Francouzske tetecve melo 165 Airacober riznyeh verzi, a P-39 byly v men3ich poftech pouziviny i letectvy Australie, Italie a Portugalska. Jeden kus
se po vélee vyskytoval i v polském letecivu. Po valee byla fada Airacober pouZivana v civilnich sluzbach , mimo jiné jako zévodni stroje. Jednu z nich vlastnil napf. Miro Slovak.

H P-39N, s/n 42-18799, 12th FS / 18th FG, Salomon Islands, 1943 / 1944
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] ] Carefully read inslruclion sheet before assembiing When you use giue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well venlilated roomt. Keep cul of reach of smail children

s Children must not be allowed lo suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

. Pred zapocelim stavby si pedlivé prostudute stavebni navod. PR pouZivani barev a lepidel pracujle v dobfe vélrané mislriosti. Lepidla ani barvy nepouzivejle v blizkosti olevienéha
ohn&. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojil k pe2iti drobnych dfla.
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A P-400, BW 151, 67th FS | 347th FG, Guadalcanal, October, 1942

Members of 67ih FS 'Fighting Cocks' were photographed with a P-400 named 'Hell’s Bells'. This Airacobra was probably flown
by Lt. Robert Ferguson who downed a Rufe fighter that attacked Henderson Field on November 7, 1842. Due to a shortage of serviceable
aircraft during the hectic fall of 1842, this aircraft was flown by other squadron members as well. The doors with the squadron badge and
cowiings with 'Hell’s Bells" atrwork were placed on a new aircraft when this one was destroyed. The camouflage consisted of US colors that
were equal to British Dark Green, Dark Earth and Sky colors.
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B P-400, BW 146, 347th FG, Guadalcanal / U.S.A., 1944

This is reportedly the only P-400 Airacobra that survived the Guadalcanal campaign. It was ferried to the States in the middle of 1944 and
took part in a Bell Aircraft Corporation promotional campaign. The kills achieved using this aircraft, places where the aircraft served and
all three names carried by the aircraft during its long and successful service career in the Pacific were depicted on the nose.
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C P-400, BW 146, 67th FS, New Caledonia, May / June, 1942

'‘Old 66' as it appeared during the early days of its career. It served for 22 months and her pilots destroyed two Zeroes, participated in the
damage of four freighters, hit directly a Japanese destroyer and delivered 129 bombs on enemy positions. Frequent damage resulted in the
need to replace the tail, wings and propeller. The engine was replaced four times. From the summer of 1943 onwards, this war-weary
Aliracobra participated in rescue missions focused on downed Allied pilots. During this period, the modified underbelly fuel tank with a life raft
and the name 'Our Friend' on the nose were carried. Lt. Zed Fountain and Lt. Peter Childress were the aircraft's former pilots, and the last
flightwas performed by 70th FS CO, Lt.Col. M. R. Adams.
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D P-39D, s/n 41-38484, 12th FS / 18th FG, Guadalcanal, Spring, 1944

|12

The Airacobra named 'Daisy Mae' was another veteran airgraft that was flown in Guadalcanal for more than a year-and-a half. In this guise,
only the 20mm nose cannan was carried and the aircraft likely did not serve as a front line fighter. 'Daisy Mae' may have been the personal
aircraftof 18thFG CO, Li.Col. L. 5. McGowan.
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[E P-39F, Flown by Lt. William F. Fiedler, 70th FS / 347th FG, Fiji and Guadalcanal, Late 1942 / Early 1943

LL. Fiedler was the only US pilot who scored five aerial victories flying the P-39. His first victory is dated January 26, 1943. He single-
handedly downed a Zero fighter that day and damaged an H6K Mavis, a Japanese four engined flying boat, in cooperation with Lt. McCulla
that day. The Mavis returned to its base but was deemed unrepairable and was sunk. None of the US pilots was credited with this kill. William
F. Fiedler was Killed on June 30, 1943. His aircraft was ready to take off bul was hit by a P-38 that failed to get airborne. Fiedler succumbed
to severe burns a few hours later,
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F P-39F, Panama Canal Zone, Late 1942 / Early 1943

This colorful Airacobra was supposedly flown by the 67th FS / 247th FG. The Olive Drab / Medium Green camouflage colors and markings
would suggest use by one of the squadrons active in the Panama Canal Zone, but it alsa cannot be ruled out that the pilot of this aircraft
served in Panama prior to his combat tour with the 67th FS. Many of 5th and 13th AF pilots spent a part of their military careerin Panama prior
to combat depioymentin the Pacific.

CESKOU VERZI TEXTU NALEZNETE NA

www. eduard.com/s/1161

CLEAR ORANGE
CLEAR GREEN
CLEAR RED

‘ WHITi| a2 | YELLOW 4'

14

Hz Hsz| QIS 02 [T SMOKE.  Haid ! y
2 12 IR 03| | BLUE 314 by




G P-39K, s/n 24-275, 70th FS/18th FG, Guadalcanal, Spring, 1943

Thefirst user of this Airacobra was the 12th FS. The K version P-39s were delivered to this unit in the fall of 1942, when the squadron was
based at Easter Island, in the central Pacific. From December, 1942, this Airacobra named 'Short Stroke' was based at Henderson Field
asapartofthe 12th FS, and later the 70th FS. Note the two styles of kill marks under the canopy and replacement rudder taken from another
aircraft. it gave the Cobra a new serial number that is not listed in USAAF archives. This aircraft was flown by many pilots, Lt. Darrell Cosart |
orMaj. Louis Kittel toname a couple.
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