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Dassault MIRAGE 5 BA / BR
Ref:721020

Note for decals setting:

L / R = Left and Right side

(J = Common to all versions

Mirage V BA of the No 8 Squadron based at Bie!'set and temporarely detached at
Diyarbakir (Turquey) during the operation "Desen Storrn in 1991.
Vletnam type camouflage .'..":a: -anlDa', 3'==- - ;-: 3-::^ c- al surfaces).
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Mirage V BA of the No 2 Wing, No 2 Squadron, Belgian AF, Florennes 1980,

Vietnam type camouflage before 1981 (Tan/Dark Green/Light Green uppersurfaces, Light Grey undersurfaces).
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Mirage V BA of the No'l Wing, No 8 Squadron, Belgian AF, Bierset before 1989.

Vietnam type camouflage before 1981 (Tan/Dark Green/Light Green uppersurfa:3s Light Grey undersurfaces).
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Mirage V BR ofthe No 42 Squadron, Florennes 1978.
Vietnam type camouflage before 1981 (Tan D:-. 3'eeni Light Green uppers,-::es, Light Grey undersurfaces).

@(@

BR 19
(T_v pe 1)

L

i€n
t?l)

L

i
@
@

lgr r
@n

Light Green

Light Creen

B0 12 (TyPe 1)

i.212 (TyPe 2)

(50)

(Trpe I)8R27
(Ttpe 2) r327

Mirage V BA of the No I Squadron, Belgian AF, Bierset.
Vietnam type camouflage (Tan/Dark Green/Light Green uppersurfaces, Light Grey uncersurfaces).
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Mirage V BR of the No 42 Squadron, Bierset late in the 80's.
Vietnam type camouflage on all surfaces.
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The Mirage 5 was developed by Dassault Aviation from the proven Mirage III airframe. It had simplified
avionics and, as a result, a lower production cost. The Mirage 5 was primarily designed for export.

The maiden flight took place in May 1967. Anxious to replace its Mirage III fleet, Israel quickly placed an

order. However, it was cancelled following an embargo on arms sales to lsrael imposed by the French

government.

At that time, Belgium was making a decision regarding the replacement of its venerable F-84F and RF-84F.

Apart from the Mirage 5, the Swedish SAAB Draken and the American Douglas Skyharvk were in line for
contesting this order amounting to 106 aircraft in total. The choice eventually favoured the French rnachine.

originally destined for Israel, after a cost reduction was negotiated including the use of American avionics as

well as some economic compensations. Thus, aparl frorl the first three pre-series aircraft built by Dassault, the

entire order was assembled in Belgiurn by S.A.B.C.A , SONACA and FN.

Pre-series airframe MA 01 made its first flight on 6th Nlarch 1970. Renamed BA 01" it was delivered to the

Belgian Air Force on 29th June of the same year. The tuo-seater version MD 01 and the reconnaissance version

MR 01 followed and were respectivel)' renamed BD 01 and BR 01. Initially, these three aircraft rvere overall

natuial metal buttheywerepaintedpriortojoiningtheiroperational units. Oftheonehundredandsixaircraft
built. sixl -three \\'ere BA. sixteen BD and twenty-seven BR.

The Squadrons began their re-equipment with the neu' nrachines from 1970. The 3rd Wing from Bierset was the

firsttoreceiveitsMiragesu,hichrventtothe lstSquadron(MirageBA)aswell asthe8thSquadron(Mirage 
.

BD). Next came the 2"d"Wing based at Florennes with its 2"d Squidron (Mirage BA). Finally, tn 191 1^ the 42'd

RECCE Squadron. also based at Florennes, equipped ri ith Mirage 5 BR.

But the end was programmed. In 1987, the 2'd Squadron abandoned its.Mirages to take delivery of the F-16 and

in 1989. it was the turn of the 1" Squadron. During that period. the 42"0 Squadron moved to Bierset with its BR

where it remained till the end. All Mirages still in service at that time with the 1't Squadron were transferred to

the 8'h Squadron where they continued their operational career until 1992 after a last "lap of honour" when they

took part in the < Desert Storm > operation at the end of a career lasting more than twenty years.

When they entered service, all the Mirages received a Vietnam-t.vpe camouflage, made up of two shades of green

and beige on top and very light grey underneath. Although the camouflage scheme was identical for all aircraft
(BA, BR or BD), it could vary significantiy liom one aircraft to another. This scheme remained in service until
1981. At that time, all aircraft received an overall wrap-around camouflage.

It r.vas intended to prolong the operational life of the Mirage 5 beyond the year 2000. The MIRSIP program

(Mirage Safety Improvement Program) planned the modernisation of the aircraft electronics and of the cockpit.
Unfortunaly, for budgetary reasons, the Mirage 5 was modernised ... to be sold to the Chilean Air Force.

'l Squadron(') 2 Squadron 8 Squadron

03 BA 03

05 to10 BA03ioBA10
12 BA12
15 BA 15

17 BA',l7

19 BA'19

21 lo23 BA21loBA23
25 BA25
28to42 BA28loBA42
44 to 49 BA 44 to BA 49

51 BA 51

55 BA 55

56 BA 56

59 to 63 BA 59 io BA 63

01 and 02 BA 01 and BA 02

04 BA 04

11 BA 11

13 and 14 BA 13 and BA 14

16 BA 16

18 BA 18

20 BA2A

24 BA24
26 and27 BA 26 and BA 27

43 BA 43

50 BA 50

52 and 53 BA 52 and BA 53

57 and 58 BA 57 and BA 58

201 to 216 BD 01 to BD 16

42 Squadron

)01 10327 BR 01 to BR 27

(*) Until 1989

Sources :

- Belgian Militar-v.' Aviation 1945-1977 - Paul A. .Tackson - lv{idland Countres Publicatrors.
- HistoryoftheBelgian AirForce (1910 1990)-John Pacco-.lP Publications.
- I-a Force Adrienne Lannoo.



Le Mirage 5 fut d6veloppd par Dassault Aviation sur base de la cellule dprouvde du Mirage III. Il avait une

avionique simplifi6e et donc un co0t de reviens moins dleve. Le Nlirage 5 6tait avant tout destind d l'exportation.

Le premier vol eut lieu en mai 1967 . Cherchant un successeur a son Mirage IIIC, IsraEl passa rapidement une

commande. Toutefois, celle-ci fut annulde suite ir un embargo decrete par le Gouvemement Frangais de l'6poque
sur les ventes d'armes ir Israel.

A ce moment, la Belgique devait prendre une ddcision quant au renlplacement de ses vdnerables F-84F et RF-
84F. Outre le Mirage 5, le SAAB Draken su6dois et le Douglas Skyhawk americain dtaient en lice pour
l'obtention de ce marche portant sur une commande totale de cent six appareils. Le choir se pofta finalement sur

l'avion liangais, originellement destind ii lsradl. apres n6gociations sur une rdduction des cotts, I'utilisation
d'une avionique amdricaine ainsi que des compensations 6conomiques. C'est ainsi qu'd I'exception des trois
premiers avions de prd-sdrie construits chez Dassault. I'entierete de la commande fut assemblde en Belgique par

les socidt6 S.A.B.C.A / SONACA et FN.

L'appareil de prd-s6rie MA 01 fit son prernier vol le 06 mars 1970. Reddsignd BA 01. il fut livrd 2r la Force

Adrienne Belge le 29 juin de la mdme annde. Les versions biplaces MD 01 et reconnaissance MR 0l suivirent et

furent respectivement reddsign6es BD 0l et BR 01 . Initialement. ces trois appareils dtaient entidrement m6tal

naturel mais furent peints avant leur entree en unitd. Sur les cent sir appareils construits, il y avait soixante-trois
BA. seize BD et vingt-sept BR.

Les Escadrilles commencdrent d 6tre dotde de leur nouveau matdriel d partir de 1970. Le 3'Wing de Bierset
pergutlepremiersesMiragequi alldrentequiperla l'Escadrille(\'lirageBA)ainsi quela8"Escadrille(Mirage
BD).Vintensuitele2'WingstationndirFlorennesavecla2'Escadrille(MirageBA).Finalement.en l9l 1,la
42" Escadrille RECCE. dgalement etablie dr Florennes. passa sur \lirage -s BR.

Mais la fin etait programmde. En 1987. la 2'escadrille laissa ses N{irage pour passer sur F-16 et en 1989. ce fut
le tour de la l'Escadrille. Pendant ce temps. la 42'Escadrille rejoignait la base de Bierset avec ses BR of elle

demeura-jusqu'd la fin. Tous les Mirage alors encore en service ir la 1'Escadrille furent verses d la 8'Escadrille
of ils poursuivirent leur carridre opdrationnellejusqu'en 1992 aprds un dernier baroud d'honneur avec leur
participation d l'opdration < Deserl Storm > et plus de virgt ans de carridre.

A leur entree en service. tous les Mirage requrent un camouflage type Vietnam. composd de deux tons de verl et

beige sur le dessus. gris trds clair en dessous. Bien que le schdma de camor.rflage fusse identique pour tous les

appareils (BA, BR ou BD), celui-ci pouvait varier sensiblement d'un avion 2i 1'autre. Ce schema resta en service
jusqu'en I 98 1. Tous les appareils furent alors entidrement carnoufl6s dessus et dessous.

Il dtait prew que la vie op6rationnelle des Mirage 5 soit prolongde pour servir au-deld de l'an 2000. Le
programme MIRSIP (Mirage Safety Improvement Prograrn) portait en effet sur une modernisation de la partie
dlectronique de I'avion ainsi que du cockpit. Malheureusement. pour des raisons budgetaires, les Mirage 5 furent
bien modernis6s...mais pour etre revendus au Chili.

1e Escadrille(*) 2e Escadrille 8e Escadrille

03 BA03
05410 BA03aBA10
12 BA12
15 BA 15

17 BA 17

19 BA19
21 e23 BA21 eBA23
25 BA25
28e42 BA28iBA42
,t4a49 BA44aBA49
51 BA 51

s5 BA 55

56 BA 56

59463 BA59aBA63

01 et 02 BA 01 et BA 02

04 BA 04

11 BA 11

'13 et '14 BA 1 3 et BA 14

16 BA 16

't8 BA 18

20 BA20
24 BA24
26dt27 BA26elBA27
43 BA43
50 BA50
52 et 53 BA 52 et BA 53

57 et 58 BA 57 et BA 58

201 d216 BD 01 a BD 16

42e Escadrille

3U e327 BR 01 e BR 27

(*) .lusqu'en I 989

Sources :

- Belgian Military Aviation 1945-1977 - Paul A. Jackson - Midland Counties Publications.
- Histor.v of the Belgian Air Force (1910 1990) John Pacco - JI' Publioations.
- La Force Aerienne Lannoo.


