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In February 1954, the prototype Lockheed XF-104 fighter flew for
the first time and soon became known as the "Missile with a man
in it". It was the first interceptor to break the mach 2 speed barrier
and in May 1955 established a new world speed record of
2,259km/h, and becoming the fastest fighter in the world. In 1959,
Japan decided to produce the Starfighter, under the designation F-
104J, to replace their aging F-86 Sabrejets. The first Japanese
Starfighters were reassembled from Lockheed supplied F-104G
kits and an additional 29 from Lockheed supplied sub assemblies.
The first F-104J flew on 8 March 1962 at Komaki, and all
subsequent F-1047 Starfighters were built by Mitsubishi in Japan.
20 additional F-104D]J trainers were imported from the U.S.A.. As
the Japanese constitution specifically forbids possession of
~ offensive weapons, including aircraft with that capability, the F-
104J was operated in the interception role, carrying four AIM-9
sidewinder missiles and two underwing fuel tanks. The 1-79
Engine was manufactured by Ishikawajima Harima and the JM-61
Vulcan cannon was produced by Nittoku Kinzoku Kogyo. A total

of 210 F-104J's served with the Japanese Air Self Defense Forces
until the mid 1980's, when the last front line Starfighters were
replaced by McDonnell-Douglas F-4EJ Phantom II's and F-15J
Eagles. Surviving F-104]'s went into storage facilities in Gifu,
Japan, with some being converted and flown as supersonic drones.

DATA F-104] Crew: 1; Length: 16.69m (not counting pitot tube);
Height: 4.1m; Wingspan: 6.68m (without wing tip tanks); Weight
empty: 8,387kg; Max gross weight: 13,054kg: Engine: J79-1HI-
11A; Thrust: 4,549kg (7,170kg in afterburner); Max speed: Mach
2.2 @11,000m;Range: 2,220km; Fixed weapon: JM-61 Vulcan
Cannon X |

F-104J Crew: 2; Length: 16.69m (not counting pitot tube); Height:
4.1m; Wingspan: 6.68m (without wing tip tanks); Engine: J79-
11A; Thrust: 4,549%g (7,170kg in afterburner); Max speed: Mach
2.2 @11,000m;Range: 2,220km; Fixed weapon: None
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Sur lo guide do pointure, H[1] correspond au numéro de
coulour GSI Croos AQUEOUS HOBBY COLOR. alors
quo Kl correspond & Mr. COLOR, La colle n'est pas
fournie dans co kit

H[] bei Bemalungshinweisen ist die Nummer dor
Aqueous - Hobby - Color von GSI Creos,
wahrend Ell den Ton der Farbserie Mr. Color
anzeigt. Im Bausatz ist kein Klebstoff enthalton

W patnting Indioation s the number of GSI
Croon Aquoous Hobhy Golor, whilo il is that of
M Cotor Gl s ot inotudod in this kit

W nalln indicazione: delin pittura ¢ il numero
Aol G Croos dal colore nd acqua per Hobby,
montio Bl o quallo di M. Golor. La colla non é
nclusan nolln soatola dimontaggio.

W SR A0 4 (01 5 418 & GSI Creos Hi & ok 1 BUR 3%
AL, i KWL & GS| Creos i & #9 iH BE R AR
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H[A] en indicaciones de pintado. Este es el numoro
de GSI Creos Agueous Hobby Color, mientras
El es el de Mr. Color. El pegamento no osta
incluido en el kit.
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@ This marking chart has been reduced by 60% in the side view
and 40% in the top and bottom views from 1/72 scale.




