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Lackhieed C-121 Super Constellation

IN 1/144 SCALE

With an already colorful and distinguished history in
the military services, the C-121J Super Constellation
was the first Lockheed-built transport to serve with
the Navy's Blue Angels. With a greater speed and
load-carrying ability than its predecessors, the
"Connie" soon established itself as an important ele-
ment of the Blue Angels mission. During its tour with
the Blue Angels, the C-121J was piloted by the team
maintenance officer, LCdr. Bud A. Jourden, providing
essential away-from-home support during the Team's
last year in the Grumman F-11A Tiger, and during its
transition into the McDonnell F-4J Phantom Il.

Initially, the "The Building" as it was affectionately
called by the team members, the Blue Angels
"Connie" displayed an overall blue paint scheme, du-
plicating the Team's own planes. The traditional num-
ber 8 appeared on its outer tail fins with an American
flag positioned on the center fin. These are the mark-
ings depicted on this kit. Later, the top was painted
white and the flag replaced the number on the outer
fins.

The Constellation was retired from service with the

Blue Angels early in 1970, and was placed in storage

at DMSF in Tucson, Arizona.

As indicated by the inscription, Columbine Il was
the third Lockheed Constellation to serve as the per-
sonal transport of General/President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower. The original Columbine was named for the
state flower of his wife's birthplace, Colorado, and
was used by the General during his term as
Commander of SHAPE, in Paris. Eisenhower chose
then-Captain William G. Draper to be his pilot. Draper
remained Eisenhower's personal pilot on all subse-
quent Columbines.

It was during a flight after Eisenhower became
president that a significant event occurred which was
to become a permanent part of presidential trivia.

Following take-off from Washington Airport, Colum-
bine, identified by her USAF serial number, received
a call from the air traffic controller. Moments later, the
pilot of a commercial airliner responded, asking if the
message was for him; his flight number matched Co-
lumbine's number! The potential problems were clear-
ly evident and, after a quick consultation, it was deter-
mined that from thence on, whenever the president
was on board, the aircraft would become “Air Force
One".

Columbine Iil entered service on September 10,
1954 and is now on display at the Air Force Museum
at Dayton, Ohio.
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