1693

CONSOLIDATED B-24H

LIBERATOR VOO AT

Consolidated Aircraft Company had been experimenting with a narrow,
highlift wing for large aircraft in 1938. It was already flying on a proposed
civil flying boat project, known as the Model 31 when the USAAF asked
them to designh a heavy bomber with performance exceeding the new
B-17 Flying Fortress.

Their new bomber was designed using the wing and tail arrangement
of the Model 31. Designated XB-24, the new bomber looked so promising
on paper that the Air Corps ordered seven YB-24's and another 31 planes
were on the books before the XB-24 had even flown. Eventually, the B-24
was named Liberator and went on to become the most widely produced
American bomber in World War II. One of the reasons for the large quan-
tity of B-24's to roll from the assembly lines lay in the fact that they were
being built by Douglas, Ford and North American.

Consolidated’'s B-24 was clumsy-looking alongside the slim B-17 For-
tress, and it became common for the B-17 crews to refer to the B-24 as
‘“the crate the B-17 was shipped in”, but the ponderous shape of the Liber-
ator was the secret of its great bomb load. It was also slightly faster and
had a greater range than the Fortress.

The first major modification to the Liberator was found on the twenty-
sixth the B-24G which was distinguished by a power turret in the nose,
instead of the greenhouse-type used on the earlier versions. This was
soon followed by the B-24H, the type depicted by this Minicraft model.

The markings on this model are from the 93rd Bomb Group, of the
Eighth Air Force, in England during World War Il. Called the Travelling
Circus, the 93rd was the oldest B-24 group in the 8th AF.
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4 inside tail fins

Overall natural metal

Flat olive drab FS 34098

Glossy yellow FS 13538

EF 3 on outside of fins only

B-24H

1693




B |

1693
(ENGLISH  FAENCH  GEAMAN __ SPANISH _ ITALIAN
'WHITE___ |BLANCO __[WEISS BLANC [BIANCO |
[YELLOW | JAUNE EELB AMARILLO [ GIALLO |
RED | HOUGE BV O | SQ.. |
[BLUE | BLEU BLAT TAANL BLU
(GRAY GHAIS GREAY GRS GRIGID
mw GUNMETAL [ METALLIC | METALLIC METALICO | METALLICO
W GREEN VERT [GRUN VERDE | VERDE
MO ARGENT SILBERN__ |PLATA ARGENTD |
%ﬁm—mﬁr 'NEGRG _ |NERO
[ORANGE | ORANGE | ORANGE NARANJADO | ARANCIO |
%ﬂ' AMBRE BERNSTEINFARBEN | AMBAR | AMBHA
MINCRAFT MODELS, INC. ——— CALUMINUM | ALUMINUMFARBEN | ALUMINIO 'ALLUMINID‘
| GLANZENDES
L] 4 -
P.0. BOX 3577 + TORRANCE, CA 90510 [ F5PS 1 FRRE—{GURGIOSE — T apacan: o

Comand Parts 0 WOT pemeent Cul away le nml parts Hepeai operaiion

[ e pan Codler Couger Hapdier |'opéralion
o Kiban @ [ Bt b 0 e S o 3 Yorgang whidashalan
g o prgar Cortar [eccmn Hapilir 1s operacon
g dimre L 1 ] Taghare 5¢-.|||| Ripaiere
Comv LTTRE Coriar Repilif @ aperel by
. Rigwven Nt lwven Brsplan Ilw" Fasrhalen




