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ln 1938, the USAAF asked the Consolidated Aircraft Co. (later known as Convair) to
design a heavy bomber with performance exceeding the new B-'17 Flying Fortress.
Consolidated had been experimenting with a narrow high-lift wing and it was already
flying on a proposed civi! flying boat project, known as the Model 31. The new bom-
ber was designed around the wing and tail armngement of the Model 31. Designated
XB-24, the new bomber looked so promising on paper that the Air Corps ordered
seven YB-24's and another 31 planes were on the books before the XB-24 had even
flown. Eventually, the B-24 was named Liberator and went on to become the most
widely produced American bomber in World War II.

Consolidated's B-24 was clumsy-looking alongside the slim B-17 Fortress, and it
became common for the B-17 crews to refer to B-24 as "the crate the B-17 was
shipped in ", but the ponderous shape of the Liber:ator was the secret of its great
bomb load. lt was also slightly faster and had a greater ltrnge than the B-17.

The first production rersion of the Liberator was the B-24D, which was distin-
guished by a greenhouse-type nose instead of the power turret mounted on later
versions. One of the reasons for the large quantity of B-24's to roll from the assembly
lines lay in the fact that they rirere bein[ Ouln ny 

'Douglas, 
Ford and North American.

B-24D's were used on nearly every operationa! front during the War. The Goon,
depicted by this Minicraft modei, was operated by the 3o8th Bombardment Group of
the Fourteenth Air Force, flying in the CBI (China, Burma, lndid theatre. 
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O 1990 Minicra{t Models lnc. 1592

Top surfaces olive drab FS 34098

Same position under right wing
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Under surfaces gray FS36l73
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iTINICRAFT
MODEL KITS

WHITE BLANCO WEISS BLANC BIANCO
YELLOW JAUNE GELB AMARILLO GIALLO
RED FiOUGE ROT ROJO ROSSO
ELUE BLEU BLAU AZUL BLU
GRAY GRIS GRAU GRIS GHIGIO

METALLIC METALLIC METALICO METALLICO
GREEN VERI GRUN VERDE VERDE
SILVER ARGENT SILBEBN PLATA
BLACK NOIFI SOHWARZ NEGRO NERO
ORANGE ORANGE ORANGE NARANJADO ARANCIO
AMBER AMBRE BERNSTEINFARBEN AMBAR A[/tBRA
ALUMINUM ALUMINUM ALUMINUMFARBEN ALUMINIO ALLUMINIO
GLOSS LUSTRE GLANZENDES tsHILLANTE
FLAT TERNE GLANZLOSES APAGADO OPACO

MTNCRAFT MoDE!-S, tNC.
P.0. BOX 3577 o T0RRANCE, CA 90510

Cement Parts
Coller
Kleben
P egat
lncollare
Cola r
Kleven

Cut away
Couper
Scheaden
Cortar
Tagliare
Cortar
Snijden

Optional parts
Choix
Auswahlmoglichkeit
Eleccion
Scelta
Opcao
Keuze

Repeat operation

(E3ffi:J@ r&
DO NOT cement
Ne pas coller
Nicht kleben
No pegar
Non incollare
Nao colar
Niet kleven
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