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Though hardly an attractive aircraft, the Grummean Avenger was nothing less than the most
important U.S. Navy attack plane of the Second World War, and a sound design that stayed in
production and service for many vears after the end of the conflict, The Avenger's debut, however,
was less than optimal. 5ix TBF-1s flew off the USS Hormet (CV-8) during the Battle of Midway on
June 1, 1942, 10 anack the Japanese carrier group. They scored no hits, and five of the group were
shot down. The sixth was heavily damaged and scrapped after its return. Recently, the plane
received some attention during the term of U.S. president George Bush, who was shot down flying
an Avenger.

The TBM-3 was by far the most-produced variant of the type, making up about half of the total of
9839 Avengers that were built beginning in April of 1944, Eastern Aircraft (General Molors) was
the sole producer of the type - at this time Grumman was focusing its production efforts on the
Helleat. The major changes from the TBF / TBM-1 (the TBF / TBM-2 never saw production) were
the upgrade to the 1,900hp Wright R-2600-20 engine (300 more hp than the R-2600-8) and the
installation of four zero-length rocket launchers for 5-inch HVARs (High-Velocity Aircrafi
Rockets) under each wing, These rockets proved extremely valuable in not only ground-support
missions, but also as a way (o suppress anbi-mrerall fire coming from enemy shipping during a
bomb or torpedo mun.

Numerous anti-submarine, radar and mght-fighter variations of the TBM-3 were seen after the
war, and the plane also served in the armed forces of several nations, including becoming the first
combat aircraft operated by Japan's IMSDF (Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force).

DATA: Crew: 3; Wingspan: 16.51m; Length: 12.192m; Height: 5.0m; Gross Weight: 4,918kg;
Max. Weight: 7,603kg; Engine: Wnght R-2600-20 (1,900hp); Max. Speed: 430kph; Ceiling:
7.132m; Fixed Armament: 3 x .50 cal. (12.7mm) MG, 1 x .30 cal. {(7.62mm) MG; Max. Payload
{bombs or torpedoes): $07.2kg, 5-in. HVARs x 8



